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Our Stewardship
Sending in Your Offerings
Thanks to those who have been giving by mail or online even when they
are unable to join us in person. We know that you want to be in church
and share in the offering of the church, but sometimes it just doesn’t
work. When that happens, you can send in your offering or check out
our giving page on our website (give.wisconsindellsumc.org) or use
your phone to scan this little QR code —>
You can make one-time donations to either church, and also give to third Sunday missions, our Bible trail or
something else that you would like to support. Our online giving also allows you to set donations on a weekly
or monthly schedule if you like automatic giving. You can even do this
while you’re in church on Sunday mornings.
Please do take a look and let us know if anything needs to be corrected or improved.

Planning our Stewardship
Fall is here and we will be conducting our stewardship drive in both churches.
The thought of a stewardship drive fills many of us with dread, but planning to give
is part of our responsibility. You have learned by now that we don’t “bill” you or
anything like that, but we do ask you to plan your giving for the year. This giving
plan is between you and God to support the mission of the church, so let’s plan well.

Thank You for Your Participation in Missions
This month, our 3rd Sunday mission offerings will be taken on December 15th. The Davis Corners
congregation will be collecting for Mary House and the Dells-Delton congregation will be collecting for
Salvation Army this month. Please support these worthwhile partner ministries with your additional
offering as we work together to bless and care for the communities around us and
those much less fortunate.
Please continue to bring items for the Holy Cross and Dells/Delton United
Methodist combined pantry donations. This month we are collecting toothbrushes
and toothpaste for the pantry. Please be aware that the pantry is also looking
for volunteers to help them in their current need.
Be sure to check out the Dells/Delton and Davis Corners Facebook pages!
facebook.com/UMCdells or facebook.com/DavisCornersUMC

Our Stewardship
Scarcity or Abundance: What are you looking for? — December 2022
A few years ago, I read a fun book by A.J. Jacobs called
The Year of Living Biblically: One Man’s Quest to
Follow the Bible as Literally as Possible. It’s important
to note that Jacobs, a journalist and author, is Jewish and
agnostic. For one year, he tried to follow every biblical
“rule” as literally as possible. This includes well-known rules like “Love your neighbor” and the
Ten Commandments, as well as lesser-known commands to stone adulterers (which he does by
throwing little pebbles at a rather cranky man he meets in a park who brags to Jacobs about an
affair he is involved in). Jacobs also decided to follow the biblical instruction to tithe, deciding to
give away 10 percent of his income.
After convincing his wife to join him, Jacobs gave the donations away to several charities
electronically. He describes his experience this way, “The giving was painful. I mean, 10 percent?
That would have an impact on our lives. Vacations would need to be scaled back; new furniture
would have to wait. It was huge. When I pressed ‘send’ on the donations, my palms got wet, my
heart rate spiked.”
In giving, Jacobs felt the fear that is common to all of us. The fear of not having enough. However,
that wasn’t all he experienced. He continues:
“It was a pain mixed with pleasure. When the confirmation email pinged in, I felt good. There’s a
haunting line from the movie Chariots of Fire. It’s spoken by Ian Charleson, who plays a deeply
religious sprinter in the 1924 Olympics. He says: ‘When I run, I feel his pleasure.’ And as I gave
away money, I think I might have felt God’s pleasure. Which is odd. Because I’m agnostic. I don’t
know if there’s a God or not, but still I’ve felt some high sense of purpose. It was like a cozy
ember that started at the back of my neck and slowly spread its warmth through my skull. I felt
like I was doing something I should have done all my life.”
Ultimately, Jacobs’ generosity changed him. I wonder, how our relationship with God and our
lives might be vivified because of our giving?
Rev. Jason Mahnke, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation

Denomination News
Complaint filed against gay bishop's consecration
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UM News) — Western Jurisdiction bishops are facing an unusual public
complaint following the consecration of the denomination's second bishop who is openly gay and
married to someone of the same gender. The complaint, which is online and open to others to sign,
comes after each of the five U.S. jurisdictions passed a resolution urging The United Methodist Church
to affirm LGBTQ people.

Amid church exits, work starts on record-low budget
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UM News) — The board of the denomination’s finance agency is moving
forward with developing The United Methodist Church’s lowest budget in decades. Leaders agree that
big changes are coming as the denomination grapples with rising church disaffiliations. But
disagreements remain on how best to balance financial uncertainty with missional commitments.

Bishop Oliveto offers message after shooting
CENTENNIAL, Colo. — Bishop Karen Oliveto reacted to a mass shooting at a gay bar in Colorado
Springs on Nov. 19 that left five dead and at least 25 wounded. She also acknowledged the weekend’s
disaffiliation votes by churches that wish to leave The United Methodist Church over disagreement
about the full acceptance of gay people: “I mourn with my LGBTQ+ siblings as we continue to be
under attack in church and society.” She thanked pastors and laity of Colorado Springs churches for
providing pastoral support and a healing presence for those impacted.

Delegates approve report calling for unity
BASEL, Switzerland — Delegates to the Nov. 16-20 Central and Southern Europe Central Conference
approved by a 53-11 majority a report titled "Called to Unity." Developed by a roundtable made up of
members from eight countries, the report contains proposals on how United Methodists in the
conference can move forward together despite differences of opinion on human sexuality.

2 jurisdictions tackle racism in bishop elections
SALT LAKE CITY (UM News) — The Western Jurisdiction met in a highly unusual closed session to
discuss the racism, sexism and homophobia experienced during the meeting — especially by some of
its diverse group of episcopal candidates. Meanwhile, the Southeastern Jurisdiction adopted a resolution
to have its committee on episcopacy create a task force to study the impact of racial bias in the
nomination and selection process for bishop candidates.
Read more at https://www.umnews.org

Congregational News
Dells-Delton Outreach
Thank you to everyone that helped with the pancake supper it was an
awesome night of fellowship and good food! The $272.00 donations are
going to send to the children’s hospital in Madison. I pray that God
blesses everyone in our church and all the families! Our next fund
raiser on June 17 is our pie social!
Anita Copper, Committee Chair

Bible Path
The Bible Trail is officially closing for the year so be sure to invite friends, family and neighbors to enjoy
our trail soon. Dave Kaiser will be coordinating our efforts to close up the trail including posting the
closed sign and sealing a few of the displays for winter. Please let Dave know if you are willing to help,
with any of the maintenance tasks on the trail. We have some projects to make the path a bit more level
and safe on the northeast side, and removing debris this fall and early spring.

Dells-Delton UWF
UWF (United Women of Faith) will meet Wednesday, December 7th at 10am at the church to decorate.
We will then gather for our Christmas lunch at High Rock Restaurant at noon. In lieu of gifts, we ask
that those who are able donate $10 for CWCAC food pantry.

Community Supper
I want to thank all the people who are helping with the community dinner and providing desserts: Sue,
Shirley, Dave, Anita, Kathy, Barb, JoAnn L., Bonnie S., Michelle and Pastor Lee. November’s meal
consisted of baked pasta with bread and a green salad. This month will be 1/4 baked dark chicken,
baked potato and corn. The Outreach Committee asks that more members partake in the meal so please
come join us. God Bless, Bonnie Morton, Community Dinner Coordinator

Fellowship Sunday

Fellowship Sunday falls on Christmas Day this month, therefore, Dells-Delton will not meet for lunch.
“Have you no wish for others to be saved? Then you're not saved yourself, be sure of that!” ― Charles Spurgeon

Congregational News
Davis Corners UMW
The Davis Corners UMW & church members celebrated Thanksgiving on Nov.7th. We all enjoyed wonderful
foods and friendships with a pot luck meal. Our next meeting will be held on Mon. Dec. 5th at 1:00 at the
home of Nancy Edwards. Members are encouraged to attend to plan for 2023, including activities, missions,
January luncheon, officers, etc. Starting next year, we will be using the organization name: United Women in
Faith (UWF). The Christmas season is here and we wish you a Christ-blessed holiday!

Disaffiliation Updates
We met with our District Superintendent, Amanda Stein, and her Disaffiliation Discernment Team
this month and have been allowed to request the opportunity to separate from the UMC.
We are crafting a letter and will submit it to the Wisconsin Annual Conference Board of Trustees
before December 1st and they will inform us if we will be able to apply for disaffiliation. Please
do pray that we meet these requirements so that we can discuss and allow the congregations the
opportunity to discuss and decide if we want to remain or separate from the UMC. The
Conference is supposed to let us know before January 1st if we are approved to begin the process. The
Trustees are currently scheduled to meet in early December, so we may be informed of the decision sooner.
Pastor Lee has informed the Conference that he intends to remain serving as pastor for both congregations
regardless of the outcome of this process. Pastor will remain a member of the Annual Conference as long as
the congregations remain and the Book of Discipline remains unchanged. Pastor Lee has also informed the
Conference that he plans to withdraw if and when the congregations complete the disaffiliation process.
We will plan on having some conversational meetings in December to discuss the process, our understanding
of the problems we are trying to address, and the next steps should we decide to separate or remain with
the UMC denomination. We all have our understandings and opinions on the matters at hand, but must also
decide how we want that to impact our ministry and congregational life as we move forward.
Our next step will be to making a “Formal Application for Disaffiliation” to the Conference before January
15th. This application will include providing documentation of our current ministry including membership
and facilities to the Annual Conference.

“We may speak about a place where there are no tears, no death, no fear, no night; but those are just the benefits of heaven.
The beauty of heaven is seeing God .” – Max Lucado, Experiencing the Heart of Jesus: Knowing His Heart, Feeling His Love

NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
Advent season is upon us. Advent is all about waiting, so we should remember why we’re waiting, if
we are indeed waiting for something. We are celebrating the birth of Jesus as well, but sometimes I
think we forget the reason we celebrate His birth. We forget about the waiting. The long promised
Messiah of the Jewish people had been expected for many centuries, even millennia… a very long time
to wait indeed. But God carries through on all His promises. We may not like the timing, but God
completely delivers on everything He promises.
So, we celebrate Advent because of the delivery of God’s promised Messiah for His people. Jesus was
heralded at His birth as Messiah, but it took many years before He began His ministry to Israel. Even
when His ministry began, the hope of salvation was still difficult because righteousness seemed out of
reach to most people. Jesus restored the hope of a people who claimed a connection to God, but who
also knew that connection had been broken and God seemed far off.
But then He was crucified and rose from the dead, and the promise of God’s provision of restoration
and salvation were in full view. Jesus’ full ministry was now before the people and they knew of the
promised restoration and God’s way of making it happen. Yet they still feared being alone, and waited
on the promised Comforter that would be sent. And Holy Spirit was provided, just as Jesus promised,
and something that was completely unexpected happened: the Church was born.
And now we again wait. This time we wait for Christ’s return and the final judgement of evil; the
awesome and terrible Day of the Lord. But we still wait in hope, not because of the coming judgment
rather because of God’s promised salvation. We know there must be the final judgement, a complete
condemnation and destruction of evil, but we also been promised a rescue from that condemnation
because of the sacrifice of Christ. So we wait in anticipation of a day when suffering is done, evil is
destroyed, and we are fully in the presence of our God. We know the promise is true because God
keeps all His promises, and so we wait with anticipation for His return.
Yet our waiting is not quiet. Noah waited for the promised flood, and Israel waited for restoration, but
neither spent their time doing nothing. Whenever we wait on God, we do our part. We trim our lamps
or guard our house. We do the things that faithful servants do until the Master comes home because
we want to please Him. So, as we wait, we live out our Christian lives celebrating all that has been
done, following the commands of Christ, and sharing the hope we have with all—because He asked us
to do just that. So, Advent is about waiting. The waiting that has been done, and the waiting we do.
Peace and Blessings!

Pastor Lee
We would like to wish a very Happy Birthday to everyone who has a birthday this month.
We hope we have all of the birthdays on the calendar. Please let us know if we’ve missed anyone.
**Additions, Corrections or Submissions to the newsletter can be sent to: news@wisconsindellsumc.org

