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Our Stewardship
Sending in Your Offerings
Thanks to those who have been giving by mail or online even when they
are unable to join us in person. We know that you want to be in church
and share in the offering of the church, but sometimes it just doesn’t
work. When that happens, you can send in your offering or check out
our giving page on our website (give.wisconsindellsumc.org) or use
your phone to scan this little QR code —>
You can make one-time donations to either church, and also give to third Sunday missions, our Bible trail or
something else that you would like to support. Our online giving also allows you to set donations on a weekly
or monthly schedule if you like automatic giving. You can even do this
while you’re in church on Sunday mornings.
Please do take a look and let us know if anything needs to be corrected or improved.

Planning our Stewardship
Fall is here and we will be conducting our stewardship drive in both churches.
The thought of a stewardship drive fills many of us with dread, but planning to give
is part of our responsibility. You have learned by now that we don’t “bill” you or
anything like that, but we do ask you to plan your giving for the year. This giving
plan is between you and God to support the mission of the church, so let’s plan well.

Thank You for Your Participation in Missions
This month, our 3rd Sunday mission offerings will be taken on October 16th. The Davis Corners congregation
will be collecting for Free Clinic and the Dells-Delton congregation will be collecting for ALS (Lou Gehrig’s
Disease) this month. Please support these worthwhile partner ministries with your additional
offering as we work together to bless and care for the communities around us and
those much less fortunate.
Please continue to bring items for the Holy Cross and Dells/Delton United
Methodist combined pantry donations. This month we are collecting kleenex for
the pantry. Please be aware that the pantry is also looking for volunteers to help
them in their current need.
Be sure to check out the Dells/Delton and Davis Corners Facebook pages!
facebook.com/UMCdells or facebook.com/DavisCornersUMC

Our Stewardship
God’s Voice — October 2022
In my ministry, several people have asked why God doesn’t
speak to people like God did in the Bible. Their assumption is
that any time Scripture talks about God speaking to someone,
that person is hearing a literal voice saying words. I think this is
a far too limited understanding of how God speaks to us every
day. Consider this story told by Scott McKenzie and Kristine Miller.
“Every day, on her way to work, Audrey’s route took her past a women’s penitentiary. Surrounding the
building and grounds stood a large chain-link fence topped off with barbed wire intended to keep
separate those on the inside from those on the outside. Each time Audrey passed the woman’s
penitentiary, she saw the women walking the grounds or sitting at picnic tables soaking in a few precious
moments of warm sunshine. As she passed, Audrey would quietly say a prayer for the incarcerated
women and their families. One day, as Audrey was driving past, she felt a strong urge to pull in. Without
fully realizing what she was doing, she turned sharply into the entrance of the prison. In an instant, she
found herself face-to-face with a large, intimidating prison guard whose face suggested a humorless
disposition. Feeling the awkwardness of the moment, Audrey explained that she had felt God’s push to
visit the facility and asked if they received volunteers.”

“The prison guard responded by giving Audrey the business card of the volunteer coordinator and sent
Audrey on her way. God’s nudge had sent Audrey to an unfamiliar place, and she was courageous
enough to go. Soon she started a Bible study class at the prison sharing Jesus’ message of love and
hope.”
Audrey believed that the urge to pull into the penitentiary was God speaking to her. I tend to agree.
Rather than waiting for a literal voice to speak to us, what if God spoke and called us through our
nudges, yearnings, and hopes. That would mean that God is closer than many of us think or realize. It
also means that God challenges us more frequently than we realize. But, when we courageously listen to
God with a willing heart, we will discover that the result is transformational, not just for us, but for
everyone whose life is impacted.
Rev. Jason Mahnke, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation

Denomination News
Grassroots groups talk up The UMC
The Rev. Cory Smith is a pastor in the Alabama-West Florida Conference,
where more than a few traditionalist churches are poised to disaffiliate from The United Methodist
Church and others are weighing their options. But Smith is a determined leader of Celebrate UMC, a
group of Alabama-West Florida clergy and laity who are waving the United Methodist flag.
“The purpose of Celebrate UMC is to support, encourage and resource those who wish to stay in the
UMC,” said Smith, pastor of Auburn United Methodist Church, in Auburn, Alabama. Celebrate UMC
sponsored a June 13 event at United Methodist-affiliated Huntingdon College, in Montgomery,
Alabama. Some 400 people nearly filled the chapel to hear the Rev. Tom Berlin, a veteran General
Conference delegate and endorsed candidate for bishop from the Virginia Conference — and a strong
advocate for The United Methodist Church.

Mission trip strengthens partnership
An idea that began with providing chickens for income generation grew to shared dreams and new
endeavors between church members in the U.S. and the Zimbabwe Episcopal Area. Visitors from the
Northwest District of the Indiana Conference and the Wesley Foundation of Purdue University spent
23 days fostering relationships during a July 13-Aug. 4 mission trip to Zimbabwe.
“The visit is enhancing the mission of God,” said Bishop Eben K. Nhiwatiwa, Zimbabwe Episcopal Area.
“The church is not at its best right now, but our God is the same, always.

What does the Church say and do about climate change?
United Methodists affirm the reality of climate change and urge each other, our communities,
companies we invest in, and governments where we live to take all necessary steps to address and
reduce the localized harms climate change already has brought and the worldwide harms that await.
United Methodists have been addressing climate change in the Social Principles and Book of
Resolutions for decades. In 2006, the Council of Bishops created a statement, “God’s Renewed
Creation,” intended to be used in worship, in study, and to spark action across all United Methodist
churches worldwide story.

Read more at https://www.umnews.org

Congregational News
Dells-Delton Outreach
We finished up with brat and bake sale and now on to the rummage sale
which is on September 30 at 8 to 5 and Saturday 8 to 2.thanks for your help
on setting up and tearing down . Set up is Thursday 1;o’clock and tear
down is Saturday at 2 o'clock. You can bring items to church on Thursday
or if you arrange it a head of time when every you can. Thank you for all
your help. May god bless you all.
We will once again be having our annual Pancake Supper on Wednesday, November 2nd from 4-7pm.
Please join us in this labor of outreach and fellowship. Thank you!

50th Anniversary Celebration
Thanks to all who helped organize, plan, set up, clean up and participate in the
celebration we had for our combined campus with the Episcopal church. We
had many former clergy and members from Dells-Delton, Holy Cross and Davis
Corners helping us celebrate this milestone. Weather prevented us dedicating
a memorial tree to commemorate the day, but you can stop by and see it
anytime in the south lawn at the end of the parking lot.

Dells-Delton UWF
UWF (United Women of Faith) met Wednesday, September 7th. Kathy Radcliff explained the annual
census which she was required to complete and submit to the Wisconsin Conference UWF. The 20222023 annual budget for our local organization was discussed and approved. The next meeting will be
held Wednesday, Oct. 5, at 1pm.

Community Supper
I want to thank all the people who are helping with the community dinner: Shirley, Anita, Kathy, Sue,
Dave, Darlene, Michelle and Pastor Lee. Thank You so much! I believe we are turning a corner now as
we went from 10 guests to 50 guests. God has truly blessed us with this mission. More helpers and
more desserts would be greatly appreciated. Bonnie
"Life is wasted if we do not grasp the glory of the cross, cherish it for the treasure that it is, and cleave to it as the highest price of every pleasure
and the deepest comfort in every pain. What was once foolishness to us—a crucified God—must become our wisdom and our power and our
only boast in this world.” - John Piper

Congregational News
Davis Corners UMW
The Davis Corners UMW met in September and continued planning for upcoming events, including the Oct.
9th UMW Sunday program. Members should plan on a practice session following the next meeting, Oct. 3rd,
1 PM at the Hall.
We will once again be hosting the annual Soup Supper on Oct. 29th, from 4 - 7 PM at the DC UMC Hall. The
cost will be $8.00, including soups, crackers, bread, pie and beverages. Whole pies will be available, as well.
We hope to see you there!

Bible Path
The Bible Trail is officially open for the year so be sure to invite friends, family and neighbors to enjoy
our trail. Dave Kaiser will be coordinating our efforts on trail maintenance for the summer. We are
planning to add a tabernacle display to the trail sometime this summer.

Fellowship Sunday

Dells-Delton will meet at “Uno’s” Sunday, October 23rd after church.

Charge Conference
We are beginning to plan for our annual Charge Conference meeting. If you are the chair of any
committee, please talk with Pastor about the forms we need to prepare for our annual meeting. We
hope to schedule this following worship October 30th if we can get our budget completed and the
meeting approved by the District Superintendent.

Disaffiliation Updates
On September 12th the leaderships of both congregations met with our DS Amanda Stein to discuss
the steps for disaffiliation. We were provided some basic information and estimates of costs for the
congregations to disaffiliate. We will now spend the next two months discussing the process and
whether or not we should disaffiliate in our congregations. We will be developing an informational
sheet and we will plan several discussions in October and November. Our next step is to present a
“Formal Request to Explore Disaffiliation” to the Conference before December 1st.

“The prime reason the Savior personally acts as the gatekeeper of the celestial kingdom is not to exclude people,
but to personally welcome and embrace those who have made it back home.” – Tad R. Callister

NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
We are now into my favorite season of the year, paperwork! (Yes, that was sarcasm)
You all probably know that your Pastor is heavily involved in the Disaffiliation process in our Annual
Conference and denomination, so that will add to my paperwork challenges. One of my tasks is to
develop an information sheet that can be shared with congregations so we all have a basic
understanding of what is happening and what will be changing. There is a fair amount of incorrect and
incomplete information that requires explanation; and we will have to guess at what will happen later.
I also raised a question of law at Annual Conference, asking the Bishop to make certain that some
legislation is legal, and will now have to write a legal brief to our Judicial Council that explains my
thinking as they check the Bishop’s opinion with church Law.
And, of course, we also have our own Charge Conference and Disaffiliation process paperwork.
Lots of writing. And while I do not mind writing, I do not like when it consumes most of my days.
Pastors prefer to be consumed with doing and planning ministry. But sometimes that doe not happen
as much as we would like it. Still, one of the things about all this writing will be that it all addresses
why we are doing what we are doing — in other words, answering the question “what is our ministry?”
Believe it or not, that is a very old question. It starts in the garden when the serpent asks Eve “Did God
really say…..” Ministry is about answering that question — “what did God say to us?” The exciting
thing about this is that there is no ONE right answer. God said a lot of things; Jesus commanded His
disciples many things; the churches, denominations and Christians have emphasized many things.
So we answer the question: what is our thing to do and how are we going to do it? Yes we need to
make disciples, but we need to have a plan to do that. Methodist are supposed to be great at method,
so what is our method of presenting Jesus and His Gospel to the world around us? Once we know the
content of our message and how we can share it, then we will renew our ministries in the Dells.
The Methodist church is at a split because we have two very different messages that we are telling.
Our two congregations need to decide what our message is and whether that changes where we align
ourselves with our denomination. I am excited to meet with all of you and discuss mission and what
we hope our churches will become. We haven’t worked through our choices in a long time and this
could help us be more deliberate and successful with our ministry. For now, on to other paperwork…..
Peace and Blessings!

Pastor Lee
We would like to wish a very Happy Birthday to everyone who has a birthday this month.
We hope we have all of the birthdays on the calendar. Please let us know if we’ve missed anyone.
**Additions, Corrections or Submissions to the newsletter can be sent to: news@wisconsindellsumc.org

