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Our Stewardship
Sending in Your Offerings
Thanks to those who have been giving by mail or online even when they
are unable to join us in person. We know that you want to be in church
and share in the offering of the church, but sometimes it just doesn’t
work. When that happens, you can send in your offering or check out
our giving page on our website (give.wisconsindellsumc.org) or use
your phone to scan this little QR code —>
You can make one-time donations to either church, and also give to third Sunday missions, our Bible trail or
something else that you would like to support. Our online giving also allows you to set donations on a weekly
or monthly schedule if you like automatic giving. You can even do this
while you’re in church on Sunday mornings.
Please do take a look and let us know if anything needs to be corrected or improved.

Planning our Stewardship
As we move through the summer, it’s a great time for us to plan for our continuing
stewardship. There are always things to be done and check on at our campuses so
please do ask the Trustees if they need help with anything, and let us know if you
see something broken or out of place. Stewardship is all about sharing the
resources we have: time, talent and treasure, to be the church to our community.

Thank You for Your Participation in Missions
This month, our 3rd Sunday mission offerings will be taken on September 18th. The Davis Corners
congregation will be collecting for Free Clinic and the Dells-Delton congregation will be collecting for Hospice,
Baraboo this month. Please support these worthwhile partner ministries with your additional
offering as we work together to bless and care for the communities around us and
those much less fortunate.
Please continue to bring items for the Holy Cross and Dells/Delton United
Methodist combined pantry donations. This month we are collecting babies/
toddlers diapers for the pantry. Please be aware that the pantry is also
looking for volunteers to help them in their current need.
Be sure to check out the Dells/Delton and Davis Corners Facebook pages!
facebook.com/UMCdells or facebook.com/DavisCornersUMC

Our Stewardship
A Note in the Offering — September 2022
A young child wrote this note to his pastor. "Dear minister, I'm sorry I don’t give more money to the
church on Sundays, but my father didn't give me a raise in my allowance. Could you give a sermon about
a raise in my allowance? It would help the church get more money."
As funny as this is, many of us approach giving in this way, whether it's to the church or to any other
organization that helps those in need. We'd give more if only we had a little more to give. We just need
that raise and everything will be so much easier. There's only
so much to go around and there's just not enough right now.
Unfortunately, this paints a false picture of God. Our world
tells us over and over those resources are scarce. There's only
so much to go around. And so, we can only give so much because otherwise there won't be enough left
for us. We spend so much time and energy acquiring and worrying about what we don't have and often
are so measured and cautious with what give, because we believe there isn't going to be enough. This is
the myth of scarcity. That God hasn't given his children enough to go around. This is not the God we
worship.
The truth is, we believe that the God we worship has given to us abundantly! Not only is there enough to
go around, but there’s also more than enough. And therefore, we give in response to the abundance God
continually provides us with.
I have heard people say that the more they have given the more God has given them. From my
experience, I don't think God gives more to the generous and less to misers. I have found that the more I
give the more I recognize how much God has already blessed me with. It's not that God has given me
more in a "quid pro quo" arrangement. In giving, I am transformed. I can see the gifts I have more clearly.
I can give thanks more fully. I can give more joyously.
Rev. Jason Mahnke, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation

Denomination News
Church volunteers pack 100,000 meals
ATLANTA — Volunteers from Johns Creek United Methodist Church recently helped package more
than 100,000 nutritious meals with the international nonprofit Rise Against Hunger. With the event,
the church reached the milestone of packing more than one million meals over the past 12 years.

Bishop dedicates reconciling church in Kenya
MOHETO, Kenya (UM News) — The dedication and consecration of a new church sanctuary in Kenya
brought together United Methodists of varied perspectives on LGBTQ inclusion. East Africa Area
Bishop Daniel Wandabula joined hundreds of congregants in celebrating the new sanctuary for First
United Methodist Church Moheto. In 2019, the church voted to become the first congregation in
Africa to identify as reconciling.

15th special session called for church exits
BATON ROUGE, La. — Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey has called a special session of the Louisiana
Annual Conference to be held online Nov. 12. The conference is the 15th to schedule a special session
to vote on recommended church disaffiliations. Harvey also has a video in which she seeks to dispel
some of the misconceptions about the future of the denomination .

Bishops welcome church court's ruling
WASHINGTON — The Council of Bishops expresses gratitude for the Judicial Council’s ruling that
clarified that Paragraph 2548.2 of the Book of Discipline, the denomination’s law book, does not
provide a process for church disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church. The denomination’s top
court noted that the paragraph pertains to deeding and transferring church property to another
denomination but does not apply to the membership of a local church..

Read more at https://www.umnews.org

Congregational News
Dells-Delton Outreach
Our Outreach had our cookout at Walmart and had a good turn out and
good fellowship, we are going to send kids ranch $600.00. Everyone
responded very well for baked goods to sell and to help set up and tear
down. Thank you all!
Our next fundraiser is our rummage sale on Friday September 30th and
Saturday October 1st. So please save items for the sale. Proceeds are going to Ronald McDonald house.
We are going to set up on Thursday September 29th at 1:00pm! That is when we need the most help,
drop off items on Thursday after noon unless you make other arrangements with someone. Hours will
be Friday 8am to 5pm and Saturday 8am to 2pm, please price all your items! It is such a big help! We
will also have a lunch for $5.00, again. I pray we see you all there and may god bless you! Thank you!

50th Anniversary Celebration
On Sunday, September 11, our congregations of Dells-Delton United Methodist
Church, Davis Corners United Methodist, and Holy Cross Episcopal Church will
gather at a 10:00 worship service to celebrate 50 years of Dells-Delton and
Holy Cross churches worshiping in the same beautiful building.
A scavenger hunt for children and complimentary lunch will follow. On display will be historical photos
and newspaper articles. Please RSVP to Shirley Nelson, so we know the quantity of food to order.

Dells-Delton UWF
We will meet Wednesday, September 7th at 1pm at the church. Our old name “United Methodist
Women”, has been changed to “United Women of Faith”. We may struggle with the name change for
awhile as we are old and set in our ways, but it will eventually take hold.

Charge Conference
We are beginning to plan for our annual Charge Conference meeting. If you are the chair of any
committee, please talk with Pastor about the forms we need to prepare for our annual meeting. We
hope to schedule this following worship on October 9th or October 30th if approved.

Congregational News
Davis Corners UMW
At the August meeting, Liz was our hostess. We continued with planning for upcoming events, including
the Oct. 9th UMW Sunday and the Soup supper on Oct. 29th, at the DC Hall. Our next meeting will be
held on Tuesday, September 6th at 1:00 at the Hall. Members should bring their copy of the "skit" to
practice.

Bible Path
The Bible Trail is officially open for the year so be sure to invite friends, family and neighbors to
enjoy our trail. Dave Kaiser will be coordinating our efforts on trail maintenance for the summer.
We are planning to add a tabernacle display to the trail sometime this summer.

Fellowship Sunday

Dells-Delton will meet at “River’s Edge” Sunday, September 25th after church.

Disaffiliation Updates
Our District Superintendent, Rev. Dr. Amanda Stein, has received our request to pursue disaffiliation and
we are on the list of congregations that will be meeting with the SW District team. There are
approximately nineteen congregations in the SW District that are pursuing disaffiliation at this time, so
there will be a lot of work for the Conference leadership to do in our area. In Wisconsin, approximately
47 congregations have started the first step, representing about 12% of the total here.
Nationally, several hundred churches have already completed the process, and several hundred more are
in various stages of the process. Some Annual Conferences have made the process extremely difficult
and are being sued by local congregations. In Wisconsin, we are trying to be patient and respectful since
we have a reasonable process for the moment. Costs have not yet been determined, but there are
funding sources offering to help defray amounts due for disaffiliating churches.
Our next step is for our Administrative Councils to meet with District leaders. We hope to do this jointly.

“The prime reason the Savior personally acts as the gatekeeper of the celestial kingdom is not to exclude people,
but to personally welcome and embrace those who have made it back home.” – Tad R. Callister

NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
Our congregations have begun the first step in examining disaffiliation from the United Methodist
church. What does that mean for us? Not much in the near term, other than a lot of legwork.
The first steps we need to accomplish is to have a conversation with the Conference leadership and
then take some time to think about what we are doing. This may seem a bit ridiculous since we’ve
been having discussions and arguments for over 50 years as a denomination, but this is the first time
we have actually started to move.
Discernment is good. Thinking about all options is useful. Considering all of the costs and benefits is
necessary. Listening for God’s call on the ministry of these two congregations is essential.
We will meet with the leadership team and then enter a couple of months of thought, conversation
and prayer about the future of these two congregations. This may be challenging for us, but it is also
fortunate and an unexpected gift. Things have been going reasonably well for our two congregations,
and that is when we usually forget to examine what we are doing and why we are doing it. We have a
mission statement, possibly a vision statement as well, but do we know what they are and how we are
making them a reality? If we are like most churches, and most secular companies, we don’t pay close
attention to what we are all about—our “brand” if you would like a label.
This is the time to reevaluate our brand and whether or not we are producing what our brand implies.
The brand/mission for the United Methodist Church is “to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.” Are we doing that and do we want to do that? Those are serious
questions for us to answer, and it will take a lot of work to accomplish that, or any other mission. So,
we are going to have a little time to think about who we are, and why we will do whatever we are
going to do. That may be as part of the United Methodist Church, or apart from it.
August was a time of waiting. A time to enjoy the end of summertime, and we certainly did have a
beautiful end of the summertime. Those days are now past us and it is time to focus on the work to do
before the end of the year. The 50th year celebration for the Dells-Delton campus is a couple of weeks
away, and there is much to celebrate together. We have meals, soup suppers, garage sales and a host
of things to do with our communities before winter comes. We also have studies, worship and
discerning in our future as we move forward in ministry together.
Through all of this we will work together, and follow God where He leads us until He brings us home.
Peace and Blessings!

Pastor Lee
We would like to wish a very Happy Birthday to everyone who has a birthday this month.
We hope we have all of the birthdays on the calendar. Please let us know if we’ve missed anyone.
**Additions, Corrections or Submissions to the newsletter can be sent to: news@wisconsindellsumc.org

