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Our Stewardship
Sending in Your Offerings
Thanks to those who have been giving by mail or online even when they
are unable to join us in person. We know that you want to be in church
and share in the offering of the church, but sometimes it just doesn’t
work. When that happens, you can send in your offering or check out
our giving page on our website (give.wisconsindellsumc.org) or use
your phone to scan this little QR code —>
You can make one-time donations to either church, and also give to third Sunday missions, our Bible trail or
something else that you would like to support. Our online giving also allows you to set donations on a weekly
or monthly schedule if you like automatic giving. You can even do this
while you’re in church on Sunday mornings.
Please do take a look and let us know if anything needs to be corrected or improved.

Planning our Stewardship
As we move through the summer, it’s a great time for us to plan for our continuing
stewardship. There are always things to be done and check on at our campuses so
please do ask the Trustees if they need help with anything, and let us know if you
see something broken or out of place. Stewardship is all about sharing the
resources we have: time, talent and treasure, to be the church to our community.

Thank You for Your Participation in Missions
This month, our 3rd Sunday mission offerings will be taken on August 21st. The Davis Corners congregation
will be collecting for Free Clinic and the Dells-Delton congregation will be collecting for Veterans Care Trust
this month. Please support these worthwhile partner ministries with your additional offering as we work
together to bless and care for the communities around us and those much less
fortunate.
Please continue to bring items for the Holy Cross and Dells/Delton United
Methodist combined pantry donations. This month we are collecting ”Stuff The
Bus” school supplies for the food pantry for the pantry. Please be aware that
the pantry is also looking for volunteers to help them in their current need.
Be sure to check out the Dells/Delton and Davis Corners Facebook pages!
facebook.com/UMCdells or facebook.com/DavisCornersUMC

Our Stewardship
A Chicken or an Eagle? — August 2022
“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern
what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.” (Romans 12:2)
Once upon a time, a man found the egg of an eagle. It had been abandoned for some reason by its mother, but as
it was still warm, the man took it and put it in the nest of one of his backyard chickens along with the other eggs
that were there being brooded upon.
After a period of time, the eaglet was hatched, and along with the
other chicks from his next began to go about the back yard doing
what the other chicks did. He scratched the earth for worms and
insects. He looked for the corn that the man would throw into the
yard. He clucked and cackled as best as he could, and as he grew, he
would, like other chickens, thrash his wings and fly a few feet in the air.
Years passed in this way, and the eagle grew very old. One day he saw a magnificent bird far above him in the
cloudless sky. It glided majestically among the powerful wind currents, soaring and swooping, scarcely beating its
long golden wings.
The old eagle looked at it in awe and asked, “What is that?”
“That is the eagle, the king of birds,” said one of his neighbors. “He belongs to the sky and to the high places. We
belong to the earth, we are chickens.”

The old eagle knew this was true, and so it was he lived and died as a chicken, for that is what he believed he was.
In life, our perspective determines our reality. For instance, most people believe that they need more money to be
“okay” financially. How much more? It didn’t matter if they were making $25,000 or $250,000, the answer to how
much more they needed was always right around 10% more. The truth is, if we haven’t learned how to manage
well what we have, having more will leave us with the same set of problems.
On the other hand, developing an attitude of gratitude,1 an abundance mindset, and planning for giving and
saving in our spending plans (aka, budgets) can help us discover contentment no amount of money can give

Rev. Jason Mahnke, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation

Denomination News
Church hosts forum on faith and abortion
LEAWOOD, Kan. — The United Methodist Church of the Resurrection will host a forum on faith and
abortion from 6:30 to 8 p.m. U.S. Central time on Wednesday, July 27. The Rev. Adam Hamilton,
senior pastor, will moderate a discussion featuring female panelists, including medical professionals, a
legal scholar, a judge and a former Kansas legislator. Videos from leaders on different sides of the
issue will be shown. The event will be in the sanctuary and will be livestreamed as well.
The recorded version is available here: https://cor.org/live/37755

Funding to make racial justice possible
NEW YORK — United Women of Faith, the United Methodist women’s organization, is using grants to
support mission-aligned groups led by indigenous and Black women, writes Emily Jones, the
organization’s executive for racial justice. “It is not enough to be engaged in our churches if we are not
also working to dismantle systems of oppression in our communities,” Jones writes.
Read more at: https://bit.ly/3cSnqqp

2022 annual conference reports posted
United Methodist News is posting 2022 annual conference reports. New are the Dakotas, Northwest
Texas, Oregon-Idaho and West Virginia conferences.
See all reports at https://www.umnews.org/en/tag/2022-annual-conference-reports

Federal judge tosses suit against trust clause
MADISON, Wis. — A Wisconsin federal judge on July 25 dismissed a lawsuit from a local church
challenging a provision in state law that recognizes the United Methodist trust clause. Hebron
Community Methodist Church, a congregation that voted to leave the denomination, filed the suit
seeking to overturn a provision that essentially says the property of any disaffiliating local Methodist
church "shall rest" with the Wisconsin Conference. U.S. District Judge William Conley wrote that
"under any of the neutral principles of law cited, Hebron clearly would not retain ownership of that
property." Joe Kelly reports. Read more here: https://bit.ly/3S7NKg2

Congregational News
Dells-Delton Outreach
Walmart is allowing Outreach to have our cook-out this year and we are
very happy! The date is Saturday, August 13th, 10am to 1pm. Set-up is at
9am. We really need help setting up and tearing down. We also need
baked goods and help serving and prayers for good weather and
fellowship. Friday, Aug. 12th you can bring your baked goods to the
church, but on Saturday Aug. 13th, please bring them to our location at Walmart before 10am. The
proceeds will go to the Kids Ranch. Thank you and God Bless you all!!

Altar Flowers at Dells-Delton
Holy Cross has invited us to help supply flowers for the altar on Sundays. If you
would like to honor a loved one, acknowledge a birthday, anniversary, special
occasion, or for no particular reason at all, there is a sign up sheet above the counter
in the narthex and an instruction sheet on how to go about doing this for 2022.
Prices have increased this year to $40.00.

Dells-Delton UMW
Our name “United Methodist Women” has been changed to “United Women of Faith”. We may struggle
with the name change for awhile as we are old and set in our ways, but it will eventually take hold.
Seven women met at Lake City Social, June 8th, for our annual spring lunch. $35.00 was collected and
given to the CWCAC Food Pantry. Our next meeting will be Wednesday, Sept. 7th at 1pm.

Fellowship Sunday
Dells-Delton will meet at “Monk’s at the Wilderness” Sunday, August 21st after church. We are moving
it ahead one week as the DD Admin Council must meet on Aug. 28th after church

Bible Path
The Bible Trail is officially open for the year so be sure to invite friends, family and neighbors to enjoy
our trail. Dave Kaiser will be coordinating our efforts on trail maintenance for the summer. We are
planning to add a tabernacle display to the trail sometime this summer.

Congregational News
Davis Corners UMW
Davis Corners UMW met on July 11th. We continued planning for the Oct. 9th UMW Sunday service. It
looks like most of the members will be playing a role in the service. Also, we discussed marketing &
advertising for the Soup Supper, Oct. 29th, The next meeting will be Aug 1st, 1:00 at the DC Hall.

Find Your Own Driver
We have the freedom to do all kinds of fun and interesting things. Yet, what if, you or a friend of yours
was unable to do even this basic freedom-drive? What if, because of age aliments or disability a person
could no longer drive?
One of the more interesting programs being implemented in Adams and Juneau Counties is Find Your
Own Driver-FYOD. The FYOD reimburses the passenger for miles travelled to and from medical
appointments. The person needing transportation signs up as a member of the FYOD Club. Then finds a
driver to take them to and from their appointment. They turn in a mileage reimbursement and are paid
for the miles at $0.50 per mile travelled. In turn they pay the driver. Right now, the program is only for
medical trips, however, it may be expanded depending on funding. So, if you know of a resident, of
either of these Counties, who is 60 or older or who has a disability you may want to let them know of this
innovative program
Adams County-ADRC- 608.339.4251
Juneau County-ADRC-608.847.9371.

Disaffiliation Updates
This will be a regular item in our newsletter for a while as the process of Disaffiliation continues for our
congregations. Disaffiliation is the process of separating from the United Methodist Church so that we
would no longer be bound to any denominational changes that are mandated in the coming years. We
are currently discerning the cost and effect of disaffiliating, and this process will take an entire year to
complete. For now, we have notified our District Superintendent that we intend to look into the process
and begin the necessary steps for disaffiliating. Even though we have a year to complete the process,
there are strict time limits on each step of the process that we must meet, or we forfeit the ability to
further investigate disaffiliation. We will be discussing this several times as a congregation as this year
progresses and you can ask questions of any of the leadership about the process or the anticipated
results. Pastor Lee is very aware of the process and will provide any details you may need.

NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
After last month, this has been a very quiet and restful season by comparison. I’m not saying that
there is nothing major happening, but rather that it is closer to manageable for the moment. You saw
last month that the Disaffiliation process needed to be started before the end of August, and we have
done that. Both church Administrative Councils met and determined it would be in the best interest of
both churches to take a close look at what it would cost and benefit our congregations to become
independent of the United Methodist Church. But we still have a very long way to go.
Perhaps this provides us an opportunity to make the time and space to do something that should be
done from time to time: figure out where we are, where we are going, and how we are going to get
there. Dells-Delton will be celebrating 50 years of worshiping in their current location this September,
and planning is underway to showcase and refresh some of the ministries that are done. While we
continue doing new and old things at both campuses, we often forget to ask why we do those things.
Whether we like it or not, our needs and the needs of the communities we serve change over time. If
we want to continue to serve, we must meet people where they are today.
I’m not suggesting we change the essence of our being; we must always be the church that answers to
Jesus’ name. What I am suggesting is that how we make that happen must change, because the
people around us change. Solomon says in Ecclesiastes 3:15 “That which is has been already and that
which will be has already been.” The problem is that we forget that there is nothing new under the
sun; we actually believe that some things have never been done. But that’s not quite true, because
even the newest adventures or machines are improvements and advances over what has already been
done. As the band Barenaked Ladies would say, “It’s all been done before.”
And that’s okay. We can learn a few things because it has all been done before. We just need to look
around, pay attention, and honestly assess what we are doing and where we are going. And so we will.
We will do it because we need to do it whether or not we pursue disaffiliation. We will do it because
we need to know what we do next to reach the community around us. We will do it so that everyone
of us, as well as everyone around us, knows why we are doing what we do and what we have to offer
that is found nowhere else. We will do it because we want to be the best possible servants of Christ.

So while we will change very little of essence, we will probably change a lot of our substance and
implementation so that we are the same church that brings the hurting world before the Savior.
Peace and Blessings!

Pastor Lee
We would like to wish a very Happy Birthday to everyone who has a birthday this month.
We hope we have all of the birthdays on the calendar. Please let us know if we’ve missed anyone.
**Additions, Corrections or Submissions to the newsletter can be sent to: news@wisconsindellsumc.org

