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Our Stewardship
Sending in Your Offerings
Thanks to those who have been giving by mail or online even when they
are unable to join us in person. We know that you want to be in church
and share in the offering of the church, but sometimes it just doesn’t
work. When that happens, you can send in your offering or check out
our giving page on our website (give.wisconsindellsumc.org) or use
your phone to scan this little QR code —>
You can make one-time donations to either church, and also give to third Sunday missions, our Bible trail or
something else that you would like to support. Our online giving also allows you to set donations on a weekly
or monthly schedule if you like automatic giving. You can even do this
while you’re in church on Sunday mornings.
Please do take a look and let us know if anything needs to be corrected or improved.

Planning our Stewardship
As we move through the summer, it’s a great time for us to plan for our continuing
stewardship. There are always things to be done and check on at our campuses so
please do ask the Trustees if they need help with anything, and let us know if you
see something broken or out of place. Stewardship is all about sharing the
resources we have: time, talent and treasure, to be the church to our community.

Thank You for Your Participation in Missions
This month, our 3rd Sunday mission offerings will be taken on July 17th. The Davis Corners congregation will
be collecting for Camp American Legion and the Dells-Delton congregation will be collecting for
Second Harvest this month. Please support these worthwhile partner ministries with your additional
offering as we work together to bless and care for the communities around us and
those much less fortunate.
Please continue to bring items for the Holy Cross and Dells/Delton United
Methodist combined pantry donations. This month we are collecting Toilet Paper
for the pantry. Please be aware that the pantry is also looking for volunteers to
help them in their current need.
Be sure to check out the Dells/Delton and Davis Corners Facebook pages!
facebook.com/UMCdells or facebook.com/DavisCornersUMC

Our Stewardship
A Matter of Perspective — July 2022
Some things are simply a matter of perspective. We can be reminded often how words can be used to
skew the truth. For instance, an interoffice softball game was held every year between the marketing
department and support staff of one company. The day of the game, as hard as the marketers tried, the
support staff whipped the marketing department soundly.
In its best tradition, the marketing department decided to find the best “spin” they could on the dismal
result. They showed how they earn their keep by posting this memo on the bulletin board after the
game: “The marketing department is pleased to announce
that for the recently completed softball season, we came in
second place, having lost but one game all year. The support
department, however, had a rather dismal season, as they won
only one game all year.”
On the other hand, hidden beauty can also be found by looking at a situation in a different way. A little
girl named Lauren (age 5) reports, “I know my older sister loves me because she gives me all her old
clothes and has to go out and buy new ones.”
I think Lauren is on to something. Our entire lives can be shaped by perspective. How would I approach
money, “stuff,” and giving if I knew that God had already given me everything I need, rather than seeing
all of the things I “need” in the store windows? How would I treat others if I focused on the ways I could
serve, rather than making sure everyone respected my rights? How would my marriage change if it were
based on being one another’s servant rather than a struggle for power? What would my attitude be
toward work be if I saw it as my God-given vocation rather than someplace I had to go to earn a
paycheck? What if I saw Sunday as a true Sabbath . . . a time for connecting with God and family and
rest . . . rather than a day to run the kids to more activities and the last day I have to get things done at
home before I go to work?
Sometimes we need God to help us see the world differently before we can live differently in it.
Rev. Jason Mahnke, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation

Denomination News
United Methodists react to end of Roe v. Wade
United Methodists with varied views on the abortion issue were alternately
stunned and satisfied after word came down from the Supreme Court that Roe
v. Wade would no longer be the law of the land.
“I think we're in a very, very sad and difficult time,” said the Rev. Kennetha Bigham-Tsai, a veteran
General Conference delegate from Michigan who is also candidate for bishop in the North Central
Jurisdiction. “I know that some will be celebrating this. … We are already a fractured country; this is
going to fracture us more.”
The Supreme Court released the 5-3-1 opinion on June 24, but a leaked version of the ruling in May
had already made the likely decision apparent. The final opinion “hewed closely” to the leaked
version, according to Politico. Justice Samuel Alito wrote the majority opinion.

Africa University celebrates its 28th commencement
On June 11, the academic achievements of 712 graduates from 18 African countries were recognized
as they garnered degrees and top honors at Africa University's 28th graduation ceremony.
The event, held at the main campus in Mutare, focused on the theme, “Celebrating 30 Years of
Excellence and Leadership Transformation in Africa.” The class represented the following nations:
Angola, Botswana, Burundi, Congo, Côte d'Ivoire, Eswatini, Gambia, Ghana, Kenya, Liberia, Malawi,
Mozambique, Nigeria, Rwanda, South Africa, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

Florida Conference board caused harm
LAKELAND, Fla. (UM News) — The Rev. Dr. Jack Jackson agrees harm was done when an entire 16person slate of provisional membership candidates did not win approval from the Florida Conference
clergy session. But Jackson says the blame belongs not with the clergy session but with the
conference’s board of ordained ministry for ignoring church law when trying to advance LGBTQ
candidates on the track to becoming ordained elders or deacons.
Read more at: https://www.umnews.org/en/news

Conference News
UM Camps Damaged by Storms
Both of our Conference Camps were hit hard by the storms which ripped through Wisconsin
June 15th. Tornados and high winds of at least 80 mph tore through forests and communities,
uprooting trees and taking down hundreds of power lines. At Lake Lucerne and Pine Lake, whole
stands of trees were torn or toppled, electricity was out and the rains came hard and heavy. Even in
the storms, God was present and visible in the spirits of the campers and staff and helpers. The camps
are ready to receive help with clearing the trees. They will need chainsaw crews for the next year.
There is an immediate need for rake and wheelbarrow crews to clean up the small stuff. Please
contact site directors, Nick Coenen and Tanner Clark for more information at 608.269.2720. Please
bring your own food and water with you as they are not set up to provide meals for everyone.

Midwest Mission Distribution Center- Ukraine Shipment #4
We are grateful for your generous gifts of time, talents and financial resources as we continue to help
the people of Ukraine. The journey they have before them is a long and arduous one. Today
Operations Manager Brad Walton and Operations Specialist Ramon Ortiz loaded a 53-ft. semi trailer
with a plethora of supplies and rice meal bags. The request came from North Star Foundation,
Cranston, RI. Brad said this shipment will be combined with others coming into North Star to fill three
containers in total...all going to Ukraine. Midwest Mission asks for your help in supplying: Men's Socks,
Rain Ponchos, and Adult Underwear . You can send all - NEW ONLY - items to us at 1001 Mission Drive
Pawnee, IL 62558. Donations must be received at Midwest Mission, no later than July 22! Or you can
donate by texting UKRAINE to: 855-589-1314

Annual Conference Results
In addition to the Conference budget and standard relationship agreements and special Sundays, the
following items were passed at Annual Conference: Support for Reproductive Health Care Rights and
Justice, Development of Comprehensive Sex Education Curriculum, Resolution on Survivors and the
Boy Scouts of America, Disaffiliation of Local Churches Approval Process, Request for Responsible FireArm Legislation. Please ask the lay delegates or pastor if you would like more information on these.

Congregational News
Dells-Delton Outreach
Outreach had our pie social with Davis corners on Saturday the 18th and
we had good fellowship and wonderful pies. Everyone really pitched in
with the pies and set up and tear down. Thank you all so much it was really
a good job the way every one pitched in.
We were able to send Davis corners a check for 258.50 for their charity.
God bless everyone that helped in anyway! —outreach

Davis Corners UMW
UMW met on June 6 at the DC Hall. We planned for the Pie Social, UMW Sunday, Oct. 9th and the Soup
Supper Oct. 29th. On June 18th, we joined the Dells Delton UMC to help with the Pie Social they
sponsored. The next meeting will be held on July 11th, 1:00 PM at the Davis Corners Hall.

Potluck Sunday
July has five Sundays so we will be having our Potluck Fellowship on Sunday, July
31st. We are hoping everyone has recovered from fellowship the week before, so
we can have twice the fellowship this time. Anyone in either congregation is
welcome to join us at noon for lunch and fellowship together. Don’t forget Davis
Corners fellowship following service in the hall earlier that morning.

Fellowship Sunday
Dells-Delton will meet at Trapper’s Turn Sunday, July 24th after church.

Bible Path
The Bible Trail is officially open for the year so be sure to invite friends, family and neighbors to enjoy
our trail. Dave Kaiser will be coordinating our efforts on trail maintenance for the summer. We are
planning to add a tabernacle display to the trail sometime this summer.

Political News
Words of Caution
There have been a lot of moving pieces in our world the last few weeks, so I’m going to take a moment of
Pastoral privilege to give an overview and talk about some choices we will need to make. Hopefully you
will not find the following two items excessively offensive, but rather just information to process.

The Game of Disaffiliation
In 2019, the Special General Conference voted in a new paragraph (¶2553 for those keeping track), that
allowed for congregations to remove themselves from the UMC and still retain their property under
certain conditions. The Annual Conferences were tasked with coming up with a refined process that
could be used by any congregation in their charge, and Wisconsin finally completed this on June 11th.
There are other ways for a congregation to leave the UMC and join with another Methodist tradition, but
this option was created to address tension over “the practice of homosexuality or the ordination or
marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals” within the churches. The Discipline (our
denominational rulebook) was not changed so homosexuality is still considered inappropriate, but some
church leadership have refused to enforce the denominational rules if they disagree with them.
Now that Wisconsin has approved an implementation of ¶2553, the local churches have until December
of 2023 to complete the entire process. This seems like a bit of time until you consider that everything
must be in place and voted upon (approved) next June at Annul Conference. So, our two congregation
will have to determine what we want to do in the very near future. The steps are:
By 9/1/22—talk to the District Superintendent
By 10/1/22—initial meeting of Conference and Ad Council
A two month discernment process
By 12/1/22—formal request to explore disaffiliation
By 1/15/22—request a special Charge Conference
By 3/15/22—formal Charge Conference with 2/3 vote
The Annual Conference will require payment of the current year’s apportionments, apportionments for
2023 and payment of the “unfunded pension liability” before the congregation can disaffiliate. Those
amounts will not be disclosed until the congregation formally requests to explore the disaffiliation
process. The Annual Conference has also requested payment into a “legal escrow” but a question of Law
has been raised to determine if this is allowed by the legislation of ¶2553 .
Please talk with the members and leaders of the congregation about how we should proceed with this
matter. The Annual Conference will close this option if all deadlines are not met and the results of the
next General Conference in 2024 are far from certain. It is likely that the prohibitions on same-sex
relationships with either be strengthened or completely removed at this next meeting.

Political News
Supreme Court Actions
You are most likely aware that the Supreme Court has overturned Roe v. Wade and that there will be
implications from that decision. You may not be aware that the Court has also signaled something much
more strongly with two decisions handed down this week.
Firstly, there was a concealed carry case against the State of New York for a law demanding
that people show “proper cause” before being given a permit, that was being used to
severely restrict permits. The Court struck that down using very powerful language from the
14th Amendment. They stated that the Bill of Rights contains rights that not a gift from the
government, but rather that those are rights the government cannot restrict without
extraordinary reason. The text of that decision, along with the dissent, is here: https://bit.ly/3NmQUJh
One aside: the attorneys were told by their firm to stop defending these cases or quit. They quit.
The good news for us, whether or not you agree with Second Amendment rights, is that the Court also
stated quite clearly that no infringement of the First (or other) Amendments would be tolerated by the
current majority on the Court. That means, at least for now, expressions of religion will not be restricted.
(Don’t forget the Christian baker that does not want to be required make a same-sex wedding cake.)
In the Dobbs decision, both Roe v. Wade and Planned Parenthood v. Casey were determined to be
incorrectly adjudicated and were overturned. The issue here was essentially the same as the
gun case above and the Court ruled that the right to an abortion was a conferred right so the
states would have to determine if it is lawful. One justice, Roberts, said the ruling did not
need to be so jarring as the majority opinion was but that Roe was essentially wrong most of
the time; Roe could be struck down later but didn’t need to be for this ruling. The text of the
decision, along with the concurring and dissenting opinions, is here: https://bit.ly/3NmQUJh

The good news for us, whether you agree with abortion rights or not, is that the Court essentially said
that abortion is not a “God given” right so it must be legislated. Why is this important? Because we
must determine what additional rights we allow citizens to assert and what boundaries there are. I know
this causes frustration , but as Christians we should be very careful when choosing to end life. You may
claim that there are exceptions, but two questions remain: firstly, do two wrongs ever make it right? and
secondly, is it ever appropriate to tear apart a fetus? How we answer these questions is paramount.
Also, with abortion, please remember that the VAST majority of abortions are performed to avoid
inconvenience. There are exceptions, and they could be specifically legislated, but the dismissal of Roe
only removes on-demand abortion from the list of “protected” rights. For those thinking that things are
backward, I would suggest reading these two decisions. The logic of all nine justices speaks for itself.

NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
After writing two full pages of opinions, I am reluctant to burden you further. We have many
things to address in our churches and our communities, and we definitely have some challenging
days ahead. The bad news: this is not the first time trouble has come to the people of God.
On Sundays, we are working our way through the book of Daniel. The books starts out with Daniel
and four of his companions being escorted in captivity to Babylon. The distance is about 650
miles, so we are talking about hiking cross-country for a couple of months; in captivity, away from
home, and possibly never to return. Daniel was a youth (likely under 15 years old) who grew up
under a king leading Israel away from God, walking back all of the reforms that his parents lived
under. He saw the king deposed and carried away, only to have someone return to take him
(along with other youth) away to Babylon.
Daniel, like us, would find himself required to fit into a world that did not want to submit to a
sovereign God - especially the God of the defeated Jews. And so Daniel finds himself in Babylon, a
prisoner treated like an honored guest, and strongly “asked” to fit in. Daniel has a choice to make.
As I said earlier, there are a lot of things going on around us in the church and in secular society.
Some of them are God honoring, others are God defying, and others are just things that are going
on at this time. Our job is the same as it always has been—to pay attention to what we are doing
and why we are doing it. We can be shown to be God honoring if we do the right things, the right
way and for the right reasons. As Daniel puts it “Please put your servants to the test for ten days...
and deal with your servants according to what you see.”
We forget that it matters more to our testimony how we conduct ourselves, than does the society
that we are living within. Daniel was expected to be the best he could be physically and mentally,
and he already knew how to do just that while still honoring his commitment to God. With
everything that is going on around us, the question is whether or not we know how to honor God
with our lives, and if we are willing to do that.
We can serve a lot of things. There are a lot of agendas that we can participate in bringing to
fruition. We can spend our efforts to change laws, institutions, politics and religion. Joshua ends
his appeal to the Israelites with this thought: “as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD. ”
Peace and Blessings!

Pastor Lee
We would like to wish a very Happy Birthday to everyone who has a birthday this month.
We hope we have all of the birthdays on the calendar. Please let us know if we’ve missed anyone.
**Additions, Corrections or Submissions to the newsletter can be sent to: news@wisconsindellsumc.org

