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Our Stewardship
Digital Donations
A number of you have begun to use Givelify to make your donations even when we’ve not been able to gather
in person—and we thank you for continuing your giving. Feel free to check out our giving page
on our website or use your phone to scan the little QR code in the bulletin that looks like this —>
You can make one-time donations to either church, and also give to third Sunday missions, our
Bible trail or something else that you would like to support. Our online giving also allows you to
set donations on a weekly or monthly schedule if you like automatic giving.
We are glad that this online giving option has been useful for you during this time of isolation and also for our
guests. Please do take a look and let us know if anything needs to be corrected or improved.

Stewardship During Covid
It has been a strange year so far, with some opportunities disappearing and others
appearing. Both churches still have bills coming and need your financial support
during this time, but we also have a chance to do some other stewardship work. Many
of you have been testing online efforts from a number of churches, and we need to
continue to improve ours as well. Let us know what works and what doesn’t. Both
churches also have a number of minor projects that need doing inside and outside our buildings, and we also
need to do a good inspection of our campuses. If you have time, take a good look and talk to the Trustees.

Thank You for Your Participation in Missions
This month, our 3rd Sunday mission offerings will be taken on June 19th. The Davis Corners congregation
will be collecting for Camp American Legion and the Dells-Delton congregation will be collecting for
Heifer International this month. Please support these worthwhile partner ministries with your
additional offering as we work together to bless and care for the communities around us and those much less
fortunate.
Please continue to bring items for the Holy Cross and Dells/Delton United
Methodist combined pantry donations. This month we are collecting Adult Diapers
for the pantry. Please be aware that the pantry is also looking for volunteers to
help them in their current need.
Be sure to check out the Dells/Delton and Davis Corners Facebook pages!
facebook.com/UMCdells or facebook.com/DavisCornersUMC

Our Stewardship
Good — June 2022
To be a follower of Jesus means to be willing to sacrifice ourselves for the good of all. It means to be willing to
deny ourselves for the benefit of all of humanity.
I recently read about a man named Thomas Cannon who did this in a truly remarkable way. He was a postal
worker in Richmond, Virginia, who lived much of his life on the edge of poverty so that he could give to those in
need. Describing himself as “a poor man’s philanthropist,” he gave away more than $150,000 to people who were
experiencing hard times, or who had been unusually kind or brave. He gave these gifts over the last 33 years of his
life, mostly in the form of $1,000 checks.
He traced his inspiration to his time in the Navy. While he was away
at signal school, there was a shipboard explosion at the Port of
Chicago and may of his shipmates were killed. He concluded that he
was spared for a reason — to help others, to be a role model, to
inspire people to see what he called “the oneness of it all.”
Cannon gave to people of all ages, races, nationalities, and incomes. He gave to a low-income woman who started
a youth center in her apartment complex . . . to a retired postal worker who was a regular volunteer at an
elementary school . . . to a woman and a man who wanted to return to Vietnam to visit their hometown . . . to an
advocate for the victims of crime . . . and to a teenager who had been abandoned as an infant but grew up to be
named Virginia’s Youth of the Year.
This generosity didn’t come without sacrifice. Cannon supported his wife, his two sons, and himself and his
charitable efforts on a salary that never exceeded $20,000 a year. When he retired from the postal service in 1983,
he and his wife lived near the poverty line on his pension. “We lived simply,” he said before his death in 2005, “so
we could give money away.”
He wasn’t unhappy about these sacrifices. In fact, he had a great sense of humor, one that he kept even after
being diagnosed with terminal cancer. As his health was failing, he told the Richmond newspaper, “A Baptist
deacon who owed me $200 died recently. First thing I’m going to do when I get to the other side is run him down.”
Thomas Cannon didn’t want a foundation to be set up to continue his work after his death. He feared that a
foundation would require a bureaucracy, and tons of paperwork. He didn’t even what his name attached to
anything. He just left one simple request: “Help somebody.”

Rev. Jason Mahnke, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation

Denomination News
Ruling opens door for bishop elections in 2022
The United Methodist Council of Bishops has the authority to call jurisdictional
conferences this year to elect and assign new episcopal leaders in the U.S.
However, that authority does not extend to changing the Sept. 1 date when church law says newly
elected U.S. bishops officially take office, the denomination’s top court ruled in Decision 1445. Usually
jurisdictional conferences meet to elect bishops in mid-July every four years following General
Conference, the denomination’s top lawmaking assembly.
But amid General Conference’s continued pandemic-caused delay, the Judicial Council said the
bishops can call jurisdictional conferences “for the limited purpose of effectuating the continuance of
an episcopacy in The United Methodist Church” as required by the denomination’s constitution.

Grieving, praying after attack on school
United Methodists are stepping up to provide support and prayer after a horrific shooting at a Texas
elementary school that took the lives of at least 19 children and two teachers.
Even as they pray for grieving families and a traumatized community, many in the church are also
asking in the words of Psalm 13: “How long, Oh Lord, how long?” “Our hearts are broken for the
people of Uvalde, Texas,” said Bishop Robert Schnase, whose area includes Uvalde, in a May 24
message. He leads both the Rio Texas and New Mexico conferences.

“We are devastated over the multiple lives lost during the tragic shooting at Robb Elementary School.
We mourn those who died today and fervently pray for the families of the victims and surround the
larger community of Uvalde in prayer.”
Read more at: https://www.umnews.org/en/news

“If this is going to be a Christian nation that doesn't help the poor, either we have to pretend that Jesus was just as selfish
as we are, or we've got to acknowledge that He commanded us to love the poor and serve the needy without condition
and then admit that we just don't want to do it..” – Stephen Colbert

Conference News
"Open House Reception" For Scott Carlson
Scott has completed seven years of service as District Superintendent. He will be leaving
superintendency to resume serving as the new Congregational Development Director, effective July 1,
2022. What a joyful opportunity to come celebrate and honor DS Scott’s leadership, talents, gifts, and
services to our South West District for the past seven years! Celebration is Saturday, June 25th from
10:00AM-12:00PM at Verona: Sugar River UMC, 415 W Verona Ave, Verona, WI 53593

World Refugee Day is June 20
Established by the United Nations General Assembly in December 2000, World
Refugee Day has been recognized globally since June 20, 2001. It serves to focus
the world’s attention on the plight, resilience, hopes, and dreams of refugees
around the globe. Many events are led by or include refugees or are hosted by governments, agencies,
and other organizations to tell stories, share information, and increase support for refugees.

Wisconsin Annual Conference June 10 - 13, 2022
Conference Vision: Radical Inclusion and Racial Justice; Theme: "Discerning God's Will for All"
- Romans 12:1-2. Meeting is at the KI Convention Center in Green Bay, WI. Please pray for Pastor Lee,
our delegates Bonnie and Ted, and all those participating in managing the UMC in Wisconsin.

Church packages meals for people in need
RALEIGH, N.C. — On a mission to fight hunger, volunteers with Asbury United
Methodist Church packaged more than 50,000 meals for people affected by
food insecurity around the world. The church worked with United Methodist
partner Rise Against Hunger to get the job done in just four hours.

Congregational News
Dells-Delton Outreach
The Third Annual Pie Social is Saturday, June 18th from 11am to 1pm and
is a joint fund raiser with Davis Corners UMW. Setup for the event will be
Friday, June 17th at 10:30am. Please bring pies to the church during setup
or by 10am on Saturday. Thanks for all your help with this event.
Outreach held its second monthly free Community Dinner on Thursday,
May 19th from 5 to 7pm. We welcomed 10 people, including a family of 6. Thanks to Bonnie for her
leadership and all who helped with the dinner. Next month we are serving spaghetti on June 16th and it
would be very much appreciated if church members would attend to eat and share fellowship with our
visitors.
Have a blessed month. —outreach

Altar Flowers at Dells-Delton
Holy Cross has invited us to help supply flowers for the altar on Sundays. If you
would like to honor a loved one, acknowledge a birthday, anniversary, special
occasion, or for no particular reason at all, there is a sign up sheet above the counter
in the narthex and an instruction sheet on how to go about doing this for 2022.
Prices have increased this year to $40.00.

Dells-Delton UMW
Our yearly Salad Luncheon garnered $768.00. A huge “thank you” to all who provided food, worked the
luncheon, came to eat, helped clean-up and assisted in any way to make it such a success. UMW will
meet for our spring lunch at noon on Wednesday, June 8th at Lake City Social. Please bring a donation
for the local food pantry as well as the Sunshine club.

Fellowship Sunday
Dells-Delton will meet at McAllister’s Deli Sunday, June 26th after church.

Bible Path
The Bible Trail is officially open for the year so be sure to invite friends, family and neighbors to enjoy
our trail. Dave Kaiser will be coordinating our efforts on trail maintenance for the summer. We are
planning to add a tabernacle display to the trail sometime this summer.

Congregational News
Visional Impaired
Recently, I attended a seminar on “Transportation Users with Vision Loss”. The speaker was, Denise
Jess, who is the Executive Director of the Wisconsin Council on the Blind & Visually Impaired. Denise is
visually impaired. She is totally blind in one eye and has extreme tunnel vision in the other. This led to a
discussion on blindness. As society, when we see someone walking with a white cane, we immediately
assume they are totally blind. But most people using the white cane may have different types of visual
impairments. Some may have partial loss, some may only have side or peripheral vision, some may have
spots or floaters which blind areas, in other words there are varying degrees and types of vision
impairment or blindness.
One key point which most were surprised to learn; the White Cane which the visionally impaired use, has
an electric shock or signal component in which the user can tell by tapping the cane the type of terrain
and surface the person is walking on. It also sends alerts through the handle as to potential drops or
changes in the surface. In addition, the visually impaired may obtain a free White Cane and training tips
through https://wcblind.org The website offers many tips and guides to those who may have vision
challenges. One other helpful guide recently launched to help the visually impaired is an app for your
smart phone- https://AIRA.io This app allows a visually impaired person to have immediate visual help at
any time 24/7. If lost on a street, in a building, or something even more simple like grocery shopping for
vegetables, by contacting AIRA a person can see what-where-or-who the visually impaired person needs
help with to complete their task… Both the White Cane and the AIRA app provide a level of
independence.
So, if you know of someone who is visually impaired you may want to share these tools with them.

Find Your Own Driver
We have the freedom to do all kinds of fun and interesting things. Yet, what if, you or a friend of yours
was unable to do even this basic freedom-drive? What if, because of age aliments or disability a person
could no longer drive?
One of the more interesting programs being implemented in Adams and Juneau Counties is Find Your
Own Driver-FYOD. The FYOD reimburses the passenger for miles travelled to and from medical
appointments. The person needing transportation signs up as a member of the FYOD Club. Then finds a
driver to take them to and from their appointment. They turn in a mileage reimbursement and are paid
for the miles at $0.50 per mile travelled. In turn they pay the driver. Right now, the program is only for
medical trips, however, it may be expanded depending on funding. So, if you know of a resident, of
either of these Counties, who is 60 or older or who has a disability you may want to let them know of this
innovative program
Adams County-ADRC- 608.339.4251
Juneau County-ADRC-608.847.9371.

Congregational News
Davis Corners Council Meeting Oct. 15, 2021
Members present: Jan Thompson, Jolene Schuster, Bonnie Stratton, Carolyn Koval, Nancy Edwards,
Michelle Bushweiler, Pastor Lee, and Liz Phillips.
Michelle opened the meeting at 1:15 p.m. Pastor Lee led in prayer. The minutes of the last meeting were
handed out and looked over. Jolene made a motion and Nancy second to approve the minutes. Passed
Treasurers report: All bills were paid and all deposits. We can take money from the parsonage fund every
year if needed.
Nomination committee: Done
Worship: Nothing to report
Missions: Nothing
SPRC: Annual reports from evaluation done. We are going to up the pianist fee to $25. Jan made a
motion and Jolene second to approve. Passed
PPRC budget Jan made a motion and Bonnie second to approve. Passed
The 2022 budget Bonnie made a motion and Nancy second to approve. Passed
Trustees: Nancy is getting someone to clean out the eaves after the pine needles fall and he will put in
down spout guards.
Hall: Will close up in late fall after al our meetings.
Audit: Done
UMW: Nancy passed our reports. We will do cookie plates this year at Christmas.
Old Business: Charge conference Oct 31 at noon with one service here at 10:45. Keyboard: Working on
getting a new one. The apportionments have been sent in. Our next meeting will be in the spring. Jolene
made a motion and Jan second to approve all committee reports. Passed Jolene made a motion and
Michelle second to adjourn the meeting. Passed 2:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Liz Phillips

Congregational News
Dells-Delton Council Meeting Jan. 16,2022
Attending: Pastor Lee, Bob Spargo, Kathy Spargo, Sue White, Anita Copper, Wendy Lombard, Pat
Holton, Kathy Radcliff, Rolly Lombard, Melody Hinkel, Tim Hinkel, Shirley Nelson
Minutes: Moved to accept by Wendy, seconded by Anita. Passed.

Treasurers Report: Rolly proposed we go with Quicken to keep the financial records. He will look into
it. Motion by Sue to switch to Quicken, seconded by Shirley. Passed.
Old Business: Still waiting for the keyboard.
New Business: Applied to Mauers to be included in their Round-Up program this year. Got a new office
computer.
Outreach: We will need to look at the pancake cooker and solve the smoke problem.
Finance: Pastor discussed the audit for this year. Sue will look into it.
Building Corp: Outside painting is completed. Looking at painting the interior of the building. We have
a new furnace.

Worship: We will be updating our members and friends list. Looking into Lenten services. New
technology was installed for our worship service.
UMW: At the Christmas luncheon, we collected $70 to give to the community action food pantry. April
2 we will be hosting, along with Davis Corners, a spiritual meeting at our church.
SPRC: Not met.
Pastors Report: Pastor's review went well. We need to do end-of-the-year statistical audits. Pastor
thanks everyone for all the prayers and help they've given him and his family through the past few
months.
Next Meeting: April 3 noon.
Respectfully submitted,
Kathy Spargo, sec.

NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
Summer season is approaching in the Dells and we’re starting to see the travelers around the area. This
year is starting to look and feel a bit more like “normal” but still things are not quite right. This last month
we’ve continued to see big changes in prices for gas and groceries, inflation continues to be a problem,
interest rates are being raised, and the rhetoric around us keeps increasing. Then May ended with two
violent attacks; one racially motivated, the other apparently senseless violence. Again there is a renewed
call for more laws to make this all stop. Apparently we have all forgotten what evil is, and what the
purpose of law is.
Paul writes in his second letter to Timothy that all Scripture is given by God for “the man of God”. We have
laws for two reasons: 1) it creates boundaries for those that choose to be law abiding, 2) it provides
punishment for those that choose not to obey law. Law is designed to point out what is orderly. Our civic
law provides for an orderly society while God’s law provides for a holy and sacred society. The basic
problem is that we all are law breakers, perhaps not in the worst way possible, but in a way that
contributes to the general mess around us.
Paul also tells the Galatians that “the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be
justified by faith” because the law points out our neediness. And we have faith because we have a Savior
sent by a God who loves us. Sometimes I think we forget how difficult it is to have faith when we forget
where our hope lies. We have hope because we have a God who saves, but not everyone has this hope—
and so they act in despair or fear when things fall apart.
So, what’s the remedy? If it’s not laws or punishment, what is it that we can do to stop the incessant pain
around us? You know it is Jesus, right?! And you’re also right to ask how we make that happen. The reality
is we did not get into this spot overnight, and we’re not going to get out quickly either. The reality is that
without Christ, we’re also not going to get out at all, but rather we’re going to go deeper into the trouble
we’re already in. So, what’s the way out?
Jesus told that to the crowds in His sermon on the mount...we are the salt, the peacemakers, the ones who
love our enemies, the ones who try to do better; the ones who follow Him. Lives are messy and we need to
engage even those with messy lives and show them the love of God we know. I don’t know about those two
shooters, but I’m guessing they had no one interrupting their lives and difficulties. Perhaps it’s time that
we be a bit more nosey, and deliberate in offering the hope that Christ gives us.
Who knows, maybe we can change the world?

Peace and Blessings!

Pastor Lee
We would like to wish a very Happy Birthday to everyone who has a birthday this month.
We hope we have all of the birthdays on the calendar. Please let us know if we’ve missed anyone.
**Additions, Corrections or Submissions to the newsletter can be sent to: news@wisconsindellsumc.org

