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Our Stewardship
Digital Donations
A number of you have begun to use Givelify to make your donations even when we’ve not been able to gather
in person—and we thank you for continuing your giving. Feel free to check out our giving page
on our website or use your phone to scan the little QR code in the bulletin that looks like this —>
You can make one-time donations to either church, and also give to third Sunday missions, our
Bible trail or something else that you would like to support. Our online giving also allows you to
set donations on a weekly or monthly schedule if you like automatic giving.
We are glad that this online giving option has been useful for you during this time of isolation and also for our
guests. Please do take a look and let us know if anything needs to be corrected or improved.

Stewardship During Covid
It has been a strange year so far, with some opportunities disappearing and others
appearing. Both churches still have bills coming and need your financial support
during this time, but we also have a chance to do some other stewardship work. Many
of you have been testing online efforts from a number of churches, and we need to
continue to improve ours as well. Let us know what works and what doesn’t. Both
churches also have a number of minor projects that need doing inside and outside our buildings, and we also
need to do a good inspection of our campuses. If you have time, take a good look and talk to the Trustees.

Thank You for Your Participation in Missions
This month, our 3rd Sunday mission offerings will be taken on April 17th. The Davis Corners congregation
will be collecting for Salvation Army and the Dells-Delton congregation will be collecting for Chron’s Disease
this month. Please support these worthwhile partner ministries with your additional offering as we work
together to bless and care for the communities around us and those much less fortunate.
Please continue to bring items for the Holy Cross and Dells/Delton United
Methodist combined pantry donations. This month we are collecting Laundry
Detergent for the pantry. Please be aware that the pantry is also looking for
volunteers to help them in their current need.
Be sure to check out the Dells/Delton and Davis Corners Facebook pages!

facebook.com/UMCdells or facebook.com/DavisCornersUMC

Our Stewardship
Inviting Others to be a Part
April 2022
“Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened.” ~
Matthew 7:7
In his book Creating Generous Congregations, David Heetland
tells a story about an 8-year-old girl who often gave more
than a tithe from her nickel and dime allowance. She once
gave her grandmother 38 cents in small coins “for missions.”
Her grandmother then asked her, “Do you want this to go for
homeless people, hospitals in Africa, or buying fish to stock ponds to feed the hungry?”
Her granddaughter replied, “Just a minute,” and returned shortly with 29 cents more, making a total of
67 cents to be divided three ways. She found each mission so important that her initial gift was instantly
almost doubled so she could support all three.
Too often, we worry that when we ask someone to support a ministry with either their time or their
money, the request will be taken as pushy (at best) or offensive (at worst). And there are certainly people
who would take it that way.
On the other hand, I believe that not inviting people to support a ministry I’m excited about excludes
them from being a part of something that may be transformational for them, and the people touched by
the ministry.
Finally, there are many people who are just waiting to be asked to be a part of something bigger than
them. They may not be the first to raise their hands when a general invitation goes out but would love to
be personally invited to be a part of what God is doing through the church.
Rev. Jason Mahnke, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation

“There is no one who is insignificant in the purpose of God . ” ― Alistair Begg

Denomination News
UMC General Conference Postponed Until 2024
Nashville, Tenn.: As the pandemic continues and the wait time for visas stretches
to over two years in some countries, the Commission on the General Conference
announced today that the 2020 General Conference cannot be held in 2022 due
to COVID-related and governmental policies/constraints.
Commission members received a report based on conversations with multiple
officials of the U. S. Department of State outlining the massive backlog of visa
applications in some areas. This backlog has led to wait times up to 800+ days for scheduling an initial
interview. In addition, commission members described an increasingly complex interview process in
some areas requiring two or three interviews, which also creates a roadblock that would preclude
participation by many delegates outside the United States of America.
Read more at: https://bit.ly/3tBWYXJ

Questions, anger follow General Conference delay
United Methodists reacted to General Conference’s third postponement — this time to 2024 — with
strong emotions ranging from outrage to relief. Many also expressed weariness with the uncertainty
that has faced the denomination since before the pandemic. The hope was that The United Methodist
Church’s top lawmaking body would resolve the denomination’s longtime debate over LGBTQ
inclusion and avoid costly litigation by adopting a formal separation plan.”
Even those committed to remaining in The United Methodist Church feel the frustration. “At the end
of the day, I think we are all becoming weary and drained from waiting for the inevitable in
perpetuity,” said Jessica Vittorio, a General Conference delegate from the North Texas Conference.
Read more at: https://www.umnews.org/en/news

“Remember who you are. Don’t compromise for anyone, for any reason.
You are a child of the Almighty God. Live that truth.”
– Lysa Terkeurst

Conference News
WI UMW Mission Action Day (Virtual) - April 9
WI UM Women's Mission Action Day will be April 9, 2022 from 9:00 am to Noon. The
theme this year is "A Time to Connect with our Wisconsin Native American Sisters".
The presenters this year are Candi Cornelius, MSN RN, CLC-Oneida Prenatal Care
Coordinator and Alice Skenandore, Founder and Director of Wise Women Gathering
Place. More info can be found at: https://www.wisconsinumc.org/news

Annual Conference 2022 Ingathering
While plans still are coming together for Annual Conference 2022, the Ingathering list
has been finalized. We encourage all churches to participate in providing much
needed hygiene kits during our campaign. Monetary donations may also be collected
with a memo that designates it to go toward Ingathering 2022. For a complete list of
kits being collected please visit: https://www.wisconsinumc.org/news

Basic Lay Servant Class—Black River Falls UMC
Are you interested in becoming a Lay Servant? The Basic Lay Servant Class is the entry
point to leadership within the United Methodist Church. It helps you to recognize God's
call in your life and to recognize your spiritual gifts. The class shows you and prepares
you for opportunities to serve God. These might include teaching, leading, guiding,
reaching out to others, and other ways that proclaim and demonstrate the love of God in Jesus Christ.
Friday, May 13th (6-9pm) and Saturday, May 14th (9am-4pm). Cost: $10.00 (fee will include book)
Email Mike Zahn at mmzahn57@hotmail.com if you are interested in participating before April 30th

“God is looking for those with whom He can do the impossible —
what a pity that we plan only the things that we can do by ourselves.” – AW Tozer

Congregational News
Dells-Delton Outreach
Outreach will be meeting on April 13th to finalize plans for a monthly free
community dinner beginning Thursday, April 21st from 3:30 to 7pm. I
pray that everyone that can will help us with it and it will be a blessing to
us and the community. Additional dates will be May 19th and June16th.
Bonnie Morton is spearheading this endeavor and the first meal will be
beef stew and french bread. A marked box is placed at the rear of the sanctuary asking for donations
from the congregation to assist in the cost of the first meal. Also, our pie social is on June 18th.
Have a blessed week. —outreach

Altar Flowers at Dells-Delton
Holy Cross has invited us to help supply flowers for the altar on Sundays. If you
would like to honor a loved one, acknowledge a birthday, anniversary, special
occasion, or for no particular reason at all, there is a sign up sheet above the counter
in the narthex and an instruction sheet on how to go about doing this for 2022.
Prices have increased this year to $40.00.

Dells-Delton UMW
DD & DC are hosting the SW District UMW Spiritual Growth Day at DD from 9am-3pm. All women are
invited to attend; registration fee is $15.00. Retired pastor, Rev. Marianne Cotter (of Baraboo First) is
the speaker DD UMW will meet at 1pm Wednesday, April 6th. We will discuss and make plans for
our yearly Salad Luncheon on Thursday, May 5th. Kathy Radcliff will be contacting members and
friends of the church to donate a salad or bars to the Salad Luncheon. UMW will have an informal
meeting Wednesday, May 4th as we set-up for the salad luncheon.

Fellowship Sunday
Dells-Delton will meet at Monk’s at the Wilderness Sunday, April 24th after church.

Bible Path
Spring is just around the corner and the Bible Trail will need some sprucing up; Dave Kaiser will be
coordinating our efforts. We are planning to have the Bible Trail open to the public in May.

Congregational News
Dells-Delton Corporation Board
The last few months have been hard on our grounds. We have a lot of clean-up to do to make
everything look well-groomed again. So, please plan on helping however you can on April 23, with a
rain date of May 7. There are branches to pick up and leaves to blow, so bring whatever tools you
have to make the jobs easier. With many people working together we should be done in a couple of
hours. Plan to meet at the church at 9:00 a.m. that Saturday. If those dates don't work for you, you
may come to the church anytime and choose something to do to help out

Davis Corners UMW
Davis Corners UMW met March 7th. In addition to other business, we finished planning for the
Spiritual Growth Day for SW Region UMW on April 2nd, hosted at Dells Delton UMC. Members
should bring their food donations to the DC UMC Hall on Friday, Apr. 1st, 5 - 6 PM (or have in
refrigerator at the hall by that time), or deliver to Dells-Delton church by 7:30 AM on Sat. Please call
Nancy if you have questions. Thank you to all who are providing your assistance. Our next meeting
will be Mon, April 4th, 2:00 at Donna's home.
— Respectfully, Nancy

Lenten Bible Study w/Supper - two more to go
Pastor Lee is conducting a Lenten Bible Study series this year. The final evening
is Wednesday April 13th at 6:30 with a meal, followed by a video series and
discussion. No special preparation is needed; just come and join in.

Share Your Testimony
Starting in March, we are inviting someone to share their story as
we begin our worship service on the 4th Sunday. We don’t always
practice sharing our faith, so we are going to spend a little time
each month getting some practice and sharing ideas. These
stories can be about how you came to faith, what God means in
your life, or what happened recently where you saw God in action
or He called you into action.
Let’s share these stories and encourage each other as we honor God.
“Faith doesn’t always mean that God changes your situation. Sometimes it means He changes you.” – Steven Furtick

NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
Here we are, attempting to enter springtime, but not having much luck. Warmer, colder, sunny,
rainy, windy and dry; just about everything you could imagine including a few inches of snow. But
we expect the weather to be a bit fickle, especially in the spring. And when the spring gives way to
summer, we will expect things to be a bit more settled.
Spring also brings our Easter celebration. So now that spring is here we wait for the first full
moon to signal Easter. And while we may not remember the timing for Easter, hopefully we
remember the meaning and reason for our Easter celebration. He lives! For the believer, that
alone makes everything else a settled matter. Not that there is not work to do or things to think
through, but that we can trust God with our salvation and that we have a source of hope.
The world continues to be a difficult place with storms and wars and all manner of destruction
happening all around us. Yet still the hope of the simple Gospel rings through all the other noise—
Christ has risen from the dead; He lives and you will live also through Him. Perhaps we don’t see
the results of Christ’s resurrection hope because we don’t look for it, depend on it, or share it with
those around us. Jesus made it very simple. After rising from the dead, He went to the disciples
and told them to tell anyone and everyone what they had seen. Jesus didn’t tell them to teach
doctrines or rules or regulations; He just told them to share the news of God’s rescue.
It’s the same for us. We don’t have to tell people that they’re doing wrong because they know. At
times we need to remind each other when we’re doing wrong, so we come back to our senses and
do what we know is right. Things in the world look dark. They’re not as bad as they could be, but
they are definitely not good and we can all see it. But God is there waiting to redeem. As Paul tells
the Ephesians in his fourth chapter, there is a way that we live as Christians which sets us apart
from the world around us. It may not be easy, but it must be based on the hope we have.
As we draw Lent to a close, let’s remember to reflect on all that God has done for us.. Not just the
forgiving our sins and the giving of a new life to us, but also His presence in our lives this very day.
Let’s see God’s action around and through us, and then celebrate the fact that He is still active in
this world despite all our problems. Jesus made sure that we had hope to share. He warned the
disciples it was coming and then reminded them to carry it forward without fear. This Easter, let’s
celebrate the hope we have in our Christian faith: Christ is risen! He is risen indeed.
Peace and Blessings!

Pastor Lee
We would like to wish a very Happy Birthday to everyone who has a birthday this month.
We hope we have all of the birthdays on the calendar. Please let us know if we’ve missed anyone.
**Additions, Corrections or Submissions to the newsletter can be sent to: news@wisconsindellsumc.org

