THE UNITY

CORNERS
HERALD
WEEKLY EVENTS


Worship Services
9:00 AM Sunday — Davis Corners

March
2022 Newsletter
Pastor Lee Bushweiler
Office Phone: (608) 253-6511
pastor@wisconsindellsumc.org

10:45 AM Sunday-Dells/Delton


Bible Studies
1:00 PM Monday—Davis Corners

10:00 AM Thursday —Dells/Delton
Mar. 9, 16, 23, 30, Apr. 6 / 6:30 pm,
supper & Lenten Bible study @ DD


Office Hours: Thursday 9am — 1pm
United Methodist Churches of Wisconsin Dells
Dells-Delton and Davis Corners

320 Unity Dr. Wisconsin Dells, WI 53965

TABLE OF CONTENTS
2) Calendar of Events
3) Our Stewardship
5) Denominational News
6) Conference News
7) Congregational News
8) Note From the Pastor

MARCH 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Wed
2 Ash Wed.

Thu
3

DD 7pm

Office Hours 9-2

DD UMW 1pm

DD Bible Study
10:00 am

Lisa King

6

7

Communion
Sunday

DC UMW
1pm

8

NO DC
Bible Study

9

10

DD Lenten
Bible Study
6:30 pm

Office Hours 9-2

15

Bible Study DC
1:00 PM

Betty
Conrad

20

21

22

Third Sunday Bible Study DC
1:00 PM
Offerings

27

28

Fellowship
Sunday

NO DC Bible
Study

Jan
Thompson

29

11

12

Donna
DeFosse

Bob Schuster

14

Sat
5

Bible Study DD
10:00 AM

Helen Miotke

13

Fri
4

16

17

DD Lenten
Bible Study
6:30 pm

Office Hours 9-2

23

24

25

DD Lenten
Bible Study
6:30 pm

Office Hours 9-2

Marge
Hegland

30

31

DD Lenten
Bible Study
6:30 pm

18

19
Mauston UMW
Lenten BFast
9am

Bible Study DD
10:00 AM

Eva Newsom
Pat Holton

Bible Study DD
10:00 AM

Kathy
Spargo

NO Office Hours
NO DD Bible
Study

PASTOR LEE ON VACATION MARCH 26—APRIL 2

26

Our Stewardship
Digital Donations
A number of you have begun to use Givelify to make your donations even when we’ve not been able to gather
in person—and we thank you for continuing your giving. Feel free to check out our giving page
on our website or use your phone to scan the little QR code in the bulletin that looks like this —>
You can make one-time donations to either church, and also give to third Sunday missions, our
Bible trail or something else that you would like to support. Our online giving also allows you to
set donations on a weekly or monthly schedule if you like automatic giving.
We are glad that this online giving option has been useful for you during this time of isolation and also for our
guests. Please do take a look and let us know if anything needs to be corrected or improved.

Stewardship During Covid
It has been a strange year so far, with some opportunities disappearing and others
appearing. Both churches still have bills coming and need your financial support
during this time, but we also have a chance to do some other stewardship work. Many
of you have been testing online efforts from a number of churches, and we need to
continue to improve ours as well. Let us know what works and what doesn’t. Both
churches also have a number of minor projects that need doing inside and outside our buildings, and we also
need to do a good inspection of our campuses. If you have time, take a good look and talk to the Trustees.

Thank You for Your Participation in Missions
This month, our 3rd Sunday mission offerings will be taken on March 20th. The Davis Corners congregation
will be collecting for Ronald McDonald House and the Dells-Delton congregation will be collecting for UMCOR
this month. Please support these worthwhile partner ministries with your additional offering as we work
together to bless and care for the communities around us and those much less fortunate.
Please continue to bring items for the Holy Cross and Dells/Delton United
Methodist combined pantry donations. This month we are collecting Shampoo for
the pantry. Please be aware that the pantry is also looking for volunteers to help
them in their current need.
Be sure to check out the Dells/Delton and Davis Corners Facebook pages!

facebook.com/UMCdells or facebook.com/DavisCornersUMC

Our Stewardship
Blessed to be a Blessing March 2022
In their book, The Generosity Challenge, Kristine Miller and Scott McKenzie share the results of a 2017 Barna
Group study on prayer called, Silent and Solo: How Americans Pray. The study found that 79% of American adults
have prayed in the last three months. What was the content of those prayers?
• Gratitude and thanksgiving – 62%
• The needs of family and community – 61%
• Personal guidance in crisis – 49%
• My health and wellness – 47%

• Confession and forgiveness – 43%
• Things I suddenly feel compelled to pray about – 43%
• Safety in my daily tasks or travel – 41%
• A sense of peace – 37%
• Blessings for meals – 37%
• Specific requests for others – 34%
• Several others at lesser percentages
First, let me note that I love that gratitude and thanksgiving top the list of prayer subjects. Part of spiritual,
emotional, and mental wellness can be found in gratitude practices. Miller and McKenzie do point out that
something important is missing from this list, however. There is no mention of listening to God, no mention of
asking “God, what do you want me to do, how do you want me to live?”
These questions, for us as individuals and for our churches, are key part of our stewardship practices. Our faith
teaches us that God gives us good things for a purpose that is greater than satisfying our own needs and desires.
We are blessed to be a blessing. It is important for our prayers of gratitude to be followed by an openness to the
movement of God’s Spirit.
May God grant you the courage to ask, “Lord, what can I do in gratitude for all you have already done for me?”
Rev. Jason Mahnke, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation

“In prayer it is better to have a heart without words than words without a heart. ” ― John Bunyan

Denomination News
Groups offer conflicting calls on General Conference
Pointing to ongoing concerns around COVID-19, a group of General Conference delegates is urging a
third postponement of the denomination’s top lawmaking assembly — this time to 2024. Meanwhile,
the Africa Initiative — an advocacy group of African church leaders aligned with the WCA — released a
statement urging that General Conference move forward. The commission received the
correspondence as it considers whether The United Methodist Church’s top legislative meeting —
already twice postponed by the COVID-19 pandemic — can go forward as now scheduled.

General Conference organizers plan announcement
NASHVILLE, Tenn. — The Commission on the General Conference has been weighing whether General
Conference can move forward as scheduled this year on Aug. 29-Sept. 6 in Minneapolis. The group
met online Feb. 24, and after 3½ hours of closed session, the commission said it would announce the
result of its deliberations within a week.

United Methodists respond to invasion of Ukraine
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine brought calls for prayer and statements of deep concern from United
Methodists, as well as a first-hand account from a denomination member in harm’s way. The Revs.
Julia and Oleg Starodubets were serving Kyiv United Methodist Church, in Kyiv, Ukraine, in 2020. File
photo by John Calhoun, Global Ministries.

“We were awakened from deep morning sleep by the sound of explosions and many phone calls from
friends,” said the Rev. Oleg Starodubets, a district superintendent who messaged UM News from Kyiv
on Feb. 24. “People took their beloved and tried to leave the cities.”
Starodubets said United Methodists in Ukraine are opening churches as shelters. He asked for prayers
for peace and a Russian withdrawal from Ukraine. “Please pray that our people will be able to reach
the shelters as many roads are blocked,” he added. Starodubets posted on Facebook on Feb. 23, as
the full-scale attack was imminent. “A huge tension is felt in our air,” he wrote. “We all pray for
peace, but there is a real threat of full-scale war and disunity.”
Read more at: https://www.umnews.org/en/news

Conference News
WI UMW Mission Action Day (Virtual) - April 9
WI UM Women's Mission Action Day will be April 9, 2022 from 9:00 am to Noon. The
theme this year is "A Time to Connect with our Wisconsin Native American Sisters".
The presenters this year are Candi Cornelius, MSN RN, CLC-Oneida Prenatal Care
Coordinator and Alice Skenandore, Founder and Director of Wise Women Gathering
Place. More info can be found at: https://www.wisconsinumc.org/news

Annual Conference 2022 Ingathering
While plans still are coming together for Annual Conference 2022, the Ingathering list
has been finalized. We encourage all churches to participate in providing much
needed hygiene kits during our campaign. Monetary donations may also be collected
with a memo that designates it to go toward Ingathering 2022. For a complete list of
kits being collected please visit: https://www.wisconsinumc.org/news

First Aid for Mental Health – See the world through the eyes of others
Live, virtual training – March 10 and 24
Recognizing the need to create a more empathic community and environment within
the United Methodist Church for those struggling with mental health, Wespath is
offering first aid training for mental health. First Aid for Mental Health is for EVERYONE. Clergy and
their spouses, Church leaders, staff and congregation members are all invited to attend—at no cost.
The skills acquired can be applied to many situations, including home, social and professional
environments. For more information and to register, scan the QR code or visit the First Aid for Mental
Health event page at Wespath.org/r/firstaidmh

Congregational News
Dells-Delton Outreach
The Outreach Committee will be sponsoring a monthly free community
dinner beginning Thursday, April 21st. Bonnie Morton is spearheading
this endeavor and the first meal will be beef stew and french bread. We
will be placing a box at the rear of the sanctuary and asking for donations
from the congregation to assist in the cost of the first meal.

Altar Flowers at Dells-Delton
Holy Cross has invited us to help supply flowers for the altar on Sundays. If you
would like to honor a loved one, acknowledge a birthday, anniversary, special
occasion, or for no particular reason at all, there is a sign up sheet above the counter
in the narthex and an instruction sheet on how to go about doing this for 2022.
Prices have increased this year to $40.00.

Dells-Delton UMW
DD UMW will meet at 1pm, Wednesday, March 2nd. We will finalize the menu for the UMW Southwest
District’s Spiritual Growth Day at the Dells/Delton Church Saturday, April 2nd. UMW will meet next
on Wednesday, April 6th. We are planning our annual Salad (and sandwich) Luncheon for Thursday,
May 5th.

Fellowship Sunday
Dells-Delton will meet at Pizza Ranch Sunday, March 27th after church.

Bible Path
Spring is just around the corner and the Bible Trail will need some sprucing up; Dave Kaiser will be
coordinating our efforts. Mark any donations for the “Bible Trail” and place them in with the weekly
offering or sent them to the office. We are planning to have the Bible Trail open to the public by May.

Be faithful in small things because it is in them that your strength lies. ― Mother Teresa

Congregational News
Davis Corners UMW
The February 7th UMW meeting was attended by 10 members. We reviewed 2021 activities
and proudly supported many missions with a total of $1,100. Looking ahead, we project to continue
the same activities and fundraising events as last year. On April 2, we will coordinate with DellsDelton to host the SW District UMW Spiritual Growth Day, with proceeds being divided between the
two churches. A sign up sheet was distributed for donations of food and kitchen/serving
duties. Carolyn and Kathy will take over funeral meal coordination, this year. The next UMW
Meeting will be on March 7th, 1 PM at Jan Thompson's home.
— Respectfully, Nancy

ASH Wednesday Service
We will begin the Lenten season with our Ash Wednesday Service held at the
Dells-Delton Church on March 2nd at 7pm. Join us as we remember that God
needed to send His Son to save us all.

Lenten Bible Study w/Supper
Pastor Lee will again be conducting a special Lenten Bible Study series this year.
It will be held Wednesday evenings, beginning March 9th at 6:30 with a meal,
followed by a video series and discussion. No special preparation is needed, so
come and join in.

Share Your Testimony
Starting in March, we are going to invite someone to share their
story as we begin our worship service on the 4th Sunday. We
don’t always practice sharing our faith, so we are going to spend a
little time each month getting some practice and sharing ideas.
These stories can be about how you came to faith, what God
means in your life, or what happened recently where you saw God
in action or He called you into action.
Let’s share these stories and encourage each other as we honor God.
“I’ve discovered an astonishing truth: God is attracted to weaknesses.
He can’t resist those who humbly and honestly admit how desperately they need Him.” ― Jim Cymbala

NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
Supposedly a Times editor wrote to several early 20th-century authors, asking, “In your opinion,
what is wrong with the world today?” The great essayist replied, “Dear Sir: Regarding your article
'What's Wrong with the World?' I am. Yours truly, G.K. Chesterton.” While this story may or may
not be true, Chesterton did write a series of essays entitled What’s Wrong With the World in 1910.
Things seem to have changed a bit over the last hundred years since we seem to answer “You are!”

Lent is a time when we are invited to take a careful look into who we actually are. Tradition had
us giving up something for Lent, and then replacing the time we would have spent doing that
thing, with time spent in God’s Word or reflecting on our condition. Now we may give up some
pleasure and call it fasting or suffering. We have forgotten that the practice of fasting was not
merely forgoing meals, but also replacing meal time with time in prayer. Fasting is not supposed
to be about giving something up, but rather it is about rededication to something else.
And so we begin Lent, with one of the biggest self-serving events imaginable. I don’t like to bring
politics into faith discussions, because we divide too easily. However, this situation is far too
obvious to ignore—a powerful and intelligent man initiating an invasion for his own end, his own
glory if you like. Much ink will be spilled on this topic, but it all boils down to us doing what we
wish when we think we can. That is the root of sin, and that is our shared problem.
Lent is our season to prepare: prepare to receive God’s solution to our problem. So then, why do
we dwell on our sin and examine ourselves closely during Lent? Simple. If we look closely and
take the time to think about ourselves, we realize that there is a very big problem that we can
never solve. If we don’t take the time to look, we would never realize we desperately need God’s
salvation through Christ. Maybe that is why Christmas is a bigger celebration than Easter for
many; because we miss the real power in the death and resurrection of Jesus.
As we pray over all the pain and destruction that our brothers and sisters will experience around
the Ukraine, we also need to look inward to see all that we willingly inflict on others. Let’s
remember the struggle we have inside, so we let God’s Spirit address all those corners that are not
serving Him. Remember, Jesus made it very simple for us: all God’s commands hang on two 'YOU
SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND
WITH ALL YOUR MIND.' and 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.' - Matthew 22:37,39
Peace and Blessings!

Pastor Lee
We would like to wish a very Happy Birthday to everyone who has a birthday this month.
We hope we have all of the birthdays on the calendar. Please let us know if we’ve missed anyone.
**Additions, Corrections or Submissions to the newsletter can be sent to: news@wisconsindellsumc.org

