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Our Stewardship
Don’t Forget Secure Digital Donations
A number of you have begun to use Givelify to make your donations and we thank you for continuing your
giving. The churches will always accept your offerings during service, but we want to provide this
option for those who do most of their financials online. Feel free to check out our giving page on
our website or use your phone to scan the little QR code in the bulletin that looks like this —>
You can make one-time donations to either church, and also give to third Sunday missions, our
Bible trail or something else that you would like to support. Our online giving also allows you to set
donations on a weekly or monthly schedule if you like automatic giving.

DRIVERS NEEDED
Adams County ADRC is in dire need of Volunteer Drivers.
The Volunteer Drivers play a vital role in transporting the elderly and those living
with a disability to critical medical appointments. You will be reimbursed for mileage as well as serving to
your community. The schedule is flexible, during daylight hours with no weekends required. You may also
accept or decline any trips. You just need a dependable vehicle, current license, with registration and
insurance. A caregiver’s background screen is also required to protect riders and drivers. Please Contact the
Adams County ADRC- 608-339-4251 or you may visit with Bob Pendleton and he will provide you
with more information about this program and the current needs.

Thank You for Your Participation in Missions
This month, our 3rd Sunday mission offerings will be taken on February 20th. The Davis Corners
congregation will be collecting for the Adams County Humane Society and the Dells-Delton congregation will
be collecting for Samaritan’s Purse this month. Please support these worthwhile partner ministries
with your additional offering as we work together to bless and care for the communities around us and those
much less fortunate.
Please continue to bring items for the Holy Cross and Dells/Delton United Methodist
combined pantry donations. This month we are collecting bar soap for the pantry.
Please be aware that the pantry is also looking for volunteers to help them in their
current need.
Be sure to check out the Dells/Delton and Davis Corners Facebook pages!
facebook.com/UMCdells or facebook.com/DavisCornersUMC

Our Stewardship
Scarcity or Abundance, what are you looking for?

February 2022
A few years ago, I read a fun book by A.J. Jacobs called The Year of Living Biblically: One Man’s Quest
to Follow the Bible as Literally as Possible. It’s important to note that Jacobs, a journalist and author, is
Jewish and agnostic. For one year, he tried to follow every
biblical “rule” as literally as possible. This includes wellknown rules like “Love your neighbor” and the Ten
Commandments, as well as lesser-known commands to
stone adulterers (which he does by throwing little pebbles at a rather cranky man he meets in a park
who brags to Jacobs about an affair he is involved in). Jacobs also decided to follow the biblical
instruction to tithe, deciding to give away 10 percent of his income.
After convincing his wife to join him, Jacobs gave the donations away to several charities
electronically. He describes his experience this way, “The giving was painful. I mean, 10 percent? That
would have an impact on our lives. Vacations would need to be scaled back; new furniture would have
to wait. It was huge. When I pressed ‘send’ on the donations, my palms got wet, my heart rate
spiked.”
In giving, Jacobs felt the fear that is common to all of us. The fear of not having enough. However, that
wasn’t all he experienced. He continues:

“It was a pain mixed with pleasure. When the confirmation email pinged in, I felt good. There’s a
haunting line from the movie Chariots of Fire. It’s spoken by Ian Charleson, who plays a deeply
religious sprinter in the 1924 Olympics. He says: ‘When I run, I feel his pleasure.’ And as I gave away
money, I think I might have felt God’s pleasure. Which is odd. Because I’m agnostic. I don’t know if
there’s a God or not, but still I’ve felt some high sense of purpose. It was like a cozy ember that started
at the back of my neck and slowly spread its warmth through my skull. I felt like I was doing something
I should have done all my life.”
Ultimately, Jacobs’ generosity changed him. I wonder, how our relationship with God and our lives
might be vivified because of our giving?

Rev. Jason Mahnke, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation

Denomination News
Bishop Jung Names Two New District
Superintendents
With a grateful heart, I write to let you know Rev. Forrest Wells will seek a retired relationship with
the annual conference and Rev. Dr. Ebenezer Insor will become Superintendent of the South East
District, and Rev. Dr. Kate Jones will be appointed as lead pastor of Wauwatosa Avenue UMC and Rev.
Park Hunter will become the North East District Superintendent, effective July 1, 2022.
A District Superintendent extends the office of Bishop (para. 401, 2016 Book of Discipline) and both
Kate and Forrest are pastors who have carried my heart to you. They have served, as we all have, in
challenging times. I am profoundly thankful for their service.
Rev. Dr. Insor currently serves the Burlington and English Settlement UMCs, and has offered
leadership to the Bishop’s Task Force, the Anti Racism Task Force, the Ethnic Local Church Concerns
Committee, the Commission on Religion and Race, the Board of Church and Society, and the
Connectional Table. He is also the current president of the Africans in Milwaukee Association — an
organization for advocacy.
Rev. Hunter is currently appointed to the Onalaska UMC and brings experience as a business owner,
has provided clergy service in three states, and has made contributions to the North Central District
Committee on Ministry. He has strong gifts as a clergy mentor, a deep commitment to interfaith work,
and service with the Annual Conference Program and Arrangements Committee.

BISHOP’S CONVOCATION OF LAITY LEADERSHIP 2022
Online Event via Zoom

Saturday, February 12, 2022 9:00 AM - 3:30 PM

All are invited to join us in connecting with our Conference Lay Leadership. Please invite others in your
congregations to join us! Bishop Jung has asked all participants to have read John Wesley’s sermon
“The Unity of the Divine Being”.
Registration deadline is February 11, 2022, at noon. Sponsored by the Conference Board of Laity.
For questions about the event, contact Ben Brancel at brancelangus@gmail.com.
No cost to join the event but you need to be registered.
Register today! https://wisconsin-reg.brtapp.com/LaityConvo2022

Other News
Cordele Ukulele Band spreads joy
Churches tend to be known for their spectacular pipe organs, beautiful pianos, or accomplished hand
bell choirs. It’s rare, outside of Hawaii, perhaps, to hear a ukulele band. But a group in Cordele is doing
its best to change that. Known as the CUBs – the Cordele Ukulele Band – the group of about 10
musicians has been strumming and singing together for nearly a decade.
The group was formed after Phil Davison and his wife, Cathy, returned from visiting Phil’s native
England. While there, his sister and brother-in-law took them to see a local ukulele group play. Inspired
by the music and the fun, social atmosphere, the Davisons, who both play the guitar, took the idea of a
ukulele group home to Cordele and tossed it around to a few musically inclined friends who agreed to
give the instrument a try.
Read more at https://www.sgaumc.org

Congregations still struggling from COVID-19
ASHEVILLE, N.C. — A United Methodist church has put its property up for sale because it never
recovered from support lost during the coronavirus pandemic. Biltmore United Methodist Church was
already in danger before the pandemic because of shrinking membership and a struggling preschool.
Many other churches from different denominations are in similar straits. (Associated Press)

Bishops call for equal voting rights
WASHINGTON — The Council of Bishops executive committee is calling upon United Methodists to use
their influence in their states, legislative districts and local precincts to enable voter registration and to
encourage elected officials to provide the resources necessary to support the fullest possible
participation in elections. https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/news

Wisconsin Conference NCJ Report
The North Central Jurisdictional (NCJ) Conference met virtually for two days on November 10-11, 2021.
Approximately 250 delegates participated in an official Zoom meeting Wednesday and Thursday, and
others from across the 10-conference jurisdiction watched live online. Delegates spent the majority of
their time on three big topics of conversation—dismantling racism, the future of episcopal leadership,
and the future of The United Methodist Church. Read full report at https://bit.ly/3KI0YwA

Anti-Racism Task Force Training Event
Reconciled Churches: Models of Cultural Competency examines the practical activities and practices
church congregations can engage in to reconcile broken relations caused by intercultural conflict so that
their congregational settings can produce atmospheres in which attitudes of tolerance and intercultural
sensitivity prevail over tendencies toward prejudice and bias against other persons or social groups.
Tuesday, January 25, 2022, from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon on Zoom. Registered persons will be sent the
ZOOM link by e-mail. There is no charge to join. Register at: https://na.eventscloud.com/rc2022

Congregational News
Davis Corners UMW
Davis Corners UMW held their annual luncheon on Jan. 15th at Pizza Ranch. Good food and fellowship
was enjoyed by all in attendance. The next meeting will be at Nancy's home on Feb. 7 at 2:00. The
agenda will include planning for activities, events and missions for 2022. We hope to see you there.

Alter Flowers and Hospitality at Dells-Delton
Holy Cross has invited us to help supply flowers for the altar on Sundays. If you would like
to honor a loved one, acknowledge a birthday, anniversary, special occasion, or for no
particular reason at all, there is a sign up sheet on the wall above the desk in the lounge.
There are also instruction sheets on how to go about doing this for 2019. Prices have
increased this year to $40.00.

Dells-Delton UMW
UMW Christmas offering of $70 was donated to the CWCAC Food Pantry. UMW delivered 5 fruit baskets
to our shut-in members and distributed 24 goody bags after the Christmas Eve Service. UMW will meet
Wednesday, February 2nd at 1 pm at the church. Main topic of discussion will be hosting the Southwest
District’s Spiritual Growth Day on Saturday, April 2nd. Providing a continental breakfast and lunch for
the women attending will be a joint fundraiser for both Davis Corners and Dells-Delton UMW’s..

Fellowship Sundays
Dells-Delton Fellowship Sunday outing is February 27th at Trapper’s Turn.

Bible Path and Groundskeeping
Both congregations are planning for our summer grounds keeping and any help would be appreciated.
See the Trustees if you would like to help out. Any donations for the Bible Trail may be placed in the
Sunday offering plate; please indicate that your donation is for the Bible Trail.

Congregational News

NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
Life is sometimes an endless stream of chaos. You think you have all things lined up for a task, but then
something happens and things are either not completed or something goes wildly wrong. On a recent trip
to the post office, one of my dogs decided to jump up onto the center console and knock all my letters down
between the seats as we pulled into the post office parking lot. Needless to say, a scramble ensued and the
letters were retrieved (with some difficulty) and dropped into the box much too slowly for people behind
me. I’d say it went well enough, but I realized several hours later while preparing other mailings that I had
not put stamps on those earlier tax bills. Guess I’m mailing them twice.
We all have these seasons; seasons of busy, seasons of worry or seasons of trouble. Solomon once wrote
that there is a season for everything but he concludes with the thought that God puts eternity in our hearts
in a way that we cannot quite figure it all out. In other words, we know there is more but we cannot quite
grab hold of the purpose for all of this day to day stuff. God’s purposes, plans and doings have a lasting
impact on all creation. Ours, not so much. But we still do our best; and the redo as needed.
Michelle and I are slowly clearing a few things off of our plates and want to thank all of you again for the
support your showered us with over the last few months. We truly enjoyed the strength we received from
the support you showed us. This is what Christian community is all about—that sharing of our strength
and comfort in time of stress and distress. It is what we, as the church together, need to remember to
practice at all times. Like it or not, there is more than enough distress for everyone around us at this time.
We need to surround each other, our families and our neighbors and our communities, with the care and
protection that can only be delivered by Christ working through us.
I’ve had quite a few requests for assistance lately… people making less than ideal choices and winding up
stuck in our community with no food, shelter or means to get home. Granted, these choices are theirs and
there is fault on their part, but the consequences are difficult and not manageable on your own. And this is
just some of what has been happening very recently, but there are other difficulties that people express
that do have some ability to address the issues. Still, there are a large number of us that are really tired.
So, now that I have some of my wits back, it’s time to become that refreshing spring of water for the people
that I will meet this day. Remember to look around, see the people in front of you, and love them. We’ll
celebrate Valentine’s day this month, but love is to be shown even to our enemies. Remember Paul’s words
to the Corinthian church (1 Cor. 13) that love does not seek it’s own, rather it reaches out in hope. So as
you go about your concerns this month, see if you can also bring a little hope to the person next to you.

Peace and Blessings!

Pastor Lee
We would like to wish a very Happy Birthday to everyone who has a birthday this month.
We hope we have all of the birthdays on the calendar. Please let us know if we’ve missed anyone.
**Additions, Corrections or Submissions to the newsletter can be sent to: news@wisconsindellsumc.org

