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Our Stewardship
Don’t Forget Secure Digital Donations
A number of you have begun to use Givelify to make your donations and we thank you for continuing your
giving. The churches will always accept your offerings during service, but we want to provide this
option for those who do most of their financials online. Feel free to check out our giving page on
our website or use your phone to scan the little QR code in the bulletin that looks like this —>
You can make one-time donations to either church, and also give to third Sunday missions, our
Bible trail or something else that you would like to support. Our online giving also allows you to set
donations on a weekly or monthly schedule if you like automatic giving.

DRIVERS NEEDED
Adams County ADRC is in dire need of Volunteer Drivers.
The Volunteer Drivers play a vital role in transporting the elderly and those living
with a disability to critical medical appointments. You will be reimbursed for mileage as well as serving to
your community. The schedule is flexible, during daylight hours with no weekends required. You may also
accept or decline any trips. You just need a dependable vehicle, current license, with registration and
insurance. A caregiver’s background screen is also required to protect riders and drivers. Please Contact the
Adams County ADRC- 608-339-4251 or you may visit with Bob Pendleton and he will provide you
with more information about this program and the current needs.

Thank You for Your Participation in Missions
This month, our 3rd Sunday mission offerings will be taken on January 16th. The Davis Corners congregation
will be collecting for Faith in Action and the Dells-Delton congregation will be collecting for Fuel Assistance,
Wis. Dells School District this month. Please support these worthwhile partner ministries with your
additional offering as we work together to bless and care for the communities around us and those much less
fortunate.
Please continue to bring items for the Holy Cross and Dells/Delton United Methodist
combined pantry donations. This month we are collecting deodorants for the
pantry. Please be aware that the pantry is also looking for volunteers to help them
in their current need.
Be sure to check out the Dells/Delton and Davis Corners Facebook pages!
facebook.com/UMCdells or facebook.com/DavisCornersUMC

Our Stewardship
An Attitude of Gratitude Makes a Big Impact

January 2022
Most of the time it seems as if making a positive change in your life takes a lot of discipline, time, and effort. This makes
sense. If quick and easy fixes really led to things like better physical and mental health, financial wealth, and problem-free
relationships – we’d all be rich, deliriously happy, and well-adjusted.
We do know that life isn’t that easy or simple.
But, what if one word was able to improve both your physical and
mental health, give you more and better friends, and help you
accomplish more? Such a word does exist. It is GRATITUDE.
A 2014 article from Forbes outlines seven benefits of showing gratitude: 1
1. Gratitude opens the door to more relationships. When we say thank you or express appreciation to someone we’ve
just met, the person we thank is more likely to seek an ongoing relationship.
2. People who express gratitude experience fewer aches and pains and they report feeling healthier than people who
do not express gratitude.
3. Gratitude improves psychological health. Research confirms that gratitude effectively increases happiness and
reduces depression
4. Gratitude reduces aggression and increases both sensitivity and empathy.
5. Grateful people sleep better.
6. Gratitude increases a person’s self-esteem and reduces resentment toward people who are perceived as having
more.
7. Gratitude increases mental strength. Studies indicate that people who are grateful respond to trauma and tragedy
with greater resilience and strength. Recognizing all you have to be thankful for – even during the worst times of
your life – fosters resilience.
How can you nurture an attitude of gratitude?
• Consider creating a gratitude journal, taking time each day to write out what you are grateful for.
• Surround yourself with “gratitude cues,” which are notes or visual reminders of what you must be grateful for,
set in places where you will see them throughout the day.
• During your daily prayer time, be sure to include time to give thanks.
• Begin practicing mindfulness. Mindfulness and gratitude are connected.
Yes, we may find that being grateful is neither easy nor simple, especially during difficult times. But I believe its impact on
our lives is well worth the effort.

Rev. Jason Mahnke, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation

Denomination News
Martin Luther King Jr. Day Observance Worship Video

The Anti-Racism task force and Conference leaders are working to provide a
worship video for churches to use either the Sunday before or after Martin Luther
King Jr. Day, January 17th.
A link to a Dropbox file and YouTube video will be provided by January 13th for
your use in worship. The worship service will focus on promise, current reality,
and future hope.

First motorcycle purchased for Bolivia Ministry!
Through a Zoom call between Pastor Anita Lang and Bishop Huanca, the
good news that the first motorcycle was purchased to support the Bolivian
Ministry. The motorcycle will be presented in the Annual Conference on
January 6th. And it will be delivered to the Lago District. They will send us
video, so we can enjoy this moment and continue working in our
relationship and brotherhood as members of one body in Jesus Christ.
Pastor Anita also shared that the money for the second and third motorcycle have already been
collected. Thanks to all of you for your faith, hard work and support of this ministry

Coming Soon: Faith Alive! 2.0
Faith Alive 2.0 will be offered in January and April of 2022. The goals remain the
same: To help all participants to explore their faith – To offer an opportunity for
learning and growth – To bring knowledgeable faculty members who can share their
wisdom with those wishing to deepen their faith. This is a GREAT OPPORTUNITY for
YOU to grow your faith!
These sessions will be open, via ZOOM, to all laity and clergy in Wisconsin Conference.
NOTE: Past participants in Faith Alive! are welcome to join us in Faith Alive 2.0.
All participants may sign up for one or both sessions. We do ask that anyone signing up plan to
participate for the full session(s). DEADLINE TO REGISTER IS JANUARY 15th!

a

Other News
News from Romania
Overwhelmed with emotion and shedding tears of joy, our friend Raluca Laze, J-1 student worker in
2019, recently provided us with an update via Zoom on what God is doing in her life. Raluca requested
Sunday mornings off from work while she was here so she could attend worship. On her first visit to
Dells-Delton UMC, she saw a plaque bearing the date of September 13, 1991. Since she was born on
September 13, she saw it as a sign from God directing her to us. “It was such a blessing for me to be
accepted and welcomed,” she said. The services on FB are “so wonderful to hear and see”. Raluca even
sang along on the carols during our recent Christmas Eve service.
Raluca completed her college degree in human resources last summer. She was unable to participate in
her COVID-delayed graduation ceremony because she’d already purchased her ticket to Germany to
work for a second season in an ice cream shop. The owner, a Romanian woman of about 40, became a
dear friend who entrusted Raluca with higher level responsibilities. Seven weeks later, Raluca returned
from that work experience. The very next day her 17-year-old brother was baptized and a big party
(combination baptism and graduation) was given for the two of them.
Meanwhile, Raluca had prayed earnestly asking God for an HR position knowing that without first
getting some experience her prospects were dim. Yet only two weeks after getting back from Germany,
Raluca was hired as the HR manager for two restaurants. “It was the job position I prayed for. It was
God’s grace. I’ve come to know it’s difficult, but I’m thankful and want to be helpful.”
Raluca hopes to visit us again, but her application for a tourist visa was recently turned down. She isn’t
eligible, she was told, because they fear she won’t come back. So she will apply again at a future date.
Thanks be to God for the gift of mutual encouragement he has provided by giving us this dear friend, our
beloved sister in Christ. –Barbara Jantz

Save the Date! Bishop's Convocation of Laity Leadership

Saturday, February 12, 2022 is the date set for the Bishop's Convocation of Laity. Each
year the Board of Laity hosts the Bishop's Convocation of Laity Leadership forum. This
is open to all lay persons in the Wisconsin Conference. More information about the
gathering will be available soon!

Congregational News
Davis Corners UMW
Davis Corners UMW met Dec. 6th, with Donna graciously hosting. 2021 offered us some opportunities
for fundraising, including the Oct. Soup Supper. Therefore, we were able to donate to some missions:
Oxford Fire Dept. & EMS, Wounded Warriors, and Heifers International (to purchase chickens, bees, and
a goat). On the 19th, we put together cookie plates and distributed to elderly/homebound, as well as
collected items for Mary's House. Our next gathering will be a noon luncheon on Jan. 15 at Pizza Ranch,
Baraboo. Have a happy & healthy new year!

Alter Flowers and Hospitality at Dells-Delton
Holy Cross has invited us to help supply flowers for the altar on Sundays. If you would like
to honor a loved one, acknowledge a birthday, anniversary, special occasion, or for no
particular reason at all, there is a sign up sheet on the wall above the desk in the lounge.
There are also instruction sheets on how to go about doing this for 2019.

Dells-Delton UMW
UMW met Wednesday, December 8th at Monk’s at the Wilderness for our Christmas luncheon. In lieu of
exchange gifts we collected $70 which was donated to the CWCAC food pantry. UMW will not have a
meeting in January, but for those who are able, please gather at the church at 10 am Wednesday, January
5th to take down the Christmas decorations. We will then go out for lunch afterward.

Fellowship Sundays
Dells-Delton Fellowship Sunday outing is January 23rd and will be gathering at Uno’s. Davis Corners and
Dells-Delton will have fellowship gatherings on Sunday January 30th. Dells-Delton will have their first
5th Sunday potluck of the year on January 30th.

Bible Path and Groundskeeping
Both congregations are planning for our summer grounds keeping and any help would be appreciated.
See the Trustees if you would like to help out. Any donations for the Bible Trail may be placed in the
Sunday offering plate; please indicate that your donation is for the Bible Trail.

Congregational News
Dells-Delton Council Meeting
Council Meeting
Oct. 10, 2021
Attending: Pastor Lee, Bob Spargo, Kathy Spargo, Sue White, Anita Copper, Wendy Lombard, Pat Holton

Minutes: Moved to accept by Wendy, seconded by Anita. Passed.
Treasurers Report: Straightened out accounts, however June was posted twice so not sure if that will
affect the accounts. There are problems with Power Church, so are looking at other programs. Moved by
Sue to accept the report, seconded by Anita. Carried.
Old Business: No report.
New Business: No report.
Outreach: Made over $1000 at the rummage sale. The money from the rummage sale will go to the
Ronald McDonald house. Pancake supper Nov. 3.
Finance: Sue moves to buy 25 new folding chairs from the Todd Nelson fund, Wendy seconds. Carried. We
sold the keyboard from the multipurpose room at the rummage sale. Sue has looked into buying a
replacement. Anita moves to have Sue buy the Roland RP701 keyboard for $1599, using money from the
Todd Nelson fund. Sue seconds. Passed. Sue moves to buy a pancake grill from Amazon for $395, using Todd
Nelson funds. Wendy seconds. Passed.
Building Corp: Pat will talk to Robert Henry to see if he will take the church mowing job. The painters start
tomorrow. The committee is looking into new ways to video services.

Worship: Will meet early in Nov. to set up Thanksgiving and Advent services.
UMW: No report.
SPRC: No report.
Pastors Report: Charge conference will be Oct. 31 at Davis Corners. There will be a combined worship
service, followed by a pot luck and then the conference business. Pastor has finished his current classes, and
needs 3 more classes to finish his certification.
Next Meeting: Nov. 14, noon.
Respectfully submitted,
Kathy Spargo, sec.

