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Our Stewardship
Digital Donations
A number of you have begun to use Givelify to make your donations even when we’ve not been able to gather
in person—and we thank you for continuing your giving. Feel free to check out our giving page
on our website or use your phone to scan the little QR code in the bulletin that looks like this —>
You can make one-time donations to either church, and also give to third Sunday missions, our
Bible trail or something else that you would like to support. Our online giving also allows you to
set donations on a weekly or monthly schedule if you like automatic giving.
We are glad that this online giving option has been useful for you during this time of isolation and also for our
guests. Please do take a look and let us know if anything needs to be corrected or improved.

Stewardship During Covid
As we move into spring, don’t forget opportunities to participate in some of the work
around our campuses. There are plenty of branches and winter debris to be removed
at both of our churches and lots of little tasks to be done on our buildings. Check in
with the Trustees and see if there is something that you can offer. Feel free to walk
the Bible Trail as we open that up for the year and welcome some of the Dells
visitors. Also at Dells-Delton, there will be a work day with our family from Holy Cross to coordinate cleanup
efforts outside on Saturday, May 22nd. The rain date is two weeks later, and you are welcome to help out
anytime you have time to move branches or pretty things up a bit.

Both churches are grateful for your support over the past year to keep our bills paid and continue our
ministry. We want to thank you all for helping us do ministry throughout this shutdown, and beyond.

Thank You for Your Participation in Missions
This month, our 3rd Sunday mission offerings will be taken on May 16th. The Dells-Delton congregation will
be collecting for Cystic Fibrosis this month. Please support these worthwhile partner ministries with your
additional offering as we work together to bless and care for the communities
around us and those much less fortunate.
Please continue to bring items for the Holy Cross and Dells/Delton United Methodist
combined pantry donations. This month we are collecting laundry soap for the
pantry. Please be aware that the pantry is also looking for volunteers to help them
in their current need.
Be sure to check out the Dells/Delton and Davis Corners Facebook pages!
facebook.com/UMCdells or facebook.com/DavisCornersUMC

Our Stewardship
Nothing Stays the Same
“In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree; in cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free! In
the cold and snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to be, unrevealed until its season, something God alone can
see.” ~In the Bulb there is a Flower, Natalie Sleeth, UMH # 707

There is nothing like a crisis to help us to reset priorities. With
Covid-19 we have witnessed job layoffs, deaths, social and
economic upheavals, and health emergencies. Despite our
natural resistance to change, we are learning new ways to live.
On account of Covid 19, what personal priorities have you reset?
Toilet paper. Seriously. Will we ever take lowly “TP” for granted again?
Toilet paper is just one of the countless everyday blessings that the pain of COVID-19 has taught us to savor –
along with worshiping beside loved ones, going to work, getting paid, shopping, going to the movies, and on
and on. (What’s on your list?)
We are not just individuals; we are brothers and sisters in Christ. As a follower of Jesus, what priorities have
you rearrange? How will the Holy Spirit guide us to a “new normal” of holy living as both disciples and
community that will be different – and better – than what we have known?
May the “new normal” find us better stewards of our lives -- less greedy, less self-focused, less preoccupied
with silly things, and more centered in Christ, more loving to our neighbor, more generous, more hopeful,
and more tolerant.
Rev. Krystal Goodger, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation

Agencies set greenhouse gas emissions goal (from UMS News)
Eleven general agencies of The United Methodist Church are pledging to achieve net-zero greenhouse gas
emissions by 2050 across ministries, facilities, operations and investments. The initiative was announced on Earth
Day. See more at https://www.umnews.org/en/news/agencies-set-greenhouse-gas-emissions-goal

“Don't ever discount the wonder of your tears. They can be healing waters and a stream of joy.
Sometimes they are the best words the heart can speak.” ― William P. Young, The Shack

Denomination News
Bishops plan virtual meeting (UMS News)
The bishops of The United Methodist Church will meet April 26
to April 30 in a virtual gathering that will bring together more
than 120 episcopal leaders from across the globe.
Faced with the disruptions and postponements due to the COVID-19 global pandemic, the bishops will
discuss the changing role of the episcopacy and ways to lead the church in more transformative,
evangelical and prophetic ways.
They also will hear reports on anti-racism efforts, ecumenical relations, immigration and disaster
relief. The first and last days (Monday, April 26 and Friday, April 30) of the meeting will be
livestreamed on the bishops' Facebook page (facebook.com/umcbishops) beginning at 9am Eastern
Time.

United Methodists react to Chauvin verdict (UMS News)
United Methodists across the connection joined the national response to the guilty verdict handed
down April 20 in the trial of former Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin for the murder of George
Floyd. While expressing the sense that the verdict was just, church leaders urged United Methodists
to keep working toward dismantling widespread racism and systemic injustice against people of color.

Building homes for hurricane-displaced (UMS News)
Business owners in the Marianna area have joined forces to make home
ownership a reality for several families displaced by Hurricane Michael.
“In Marianna, we are up to 11 brand-new houses,” said the Rev. Chris Ackerman, director of Hurricane
Michael Recovery for the AWFUMC. “It’s been a really awesome opportunity.”
The building effort—which targeted uninsured and under-insured residents—is one small piece of the
long-term recovery program made possible by the United Methodist Committee on Relief’s $4.6
million grant awarded to the Alabama-West Florida United Methodist Conference in 2019.

Congregational News
Dells-Delton Outreach
Outreach Committee met Wednesday, April 7th and we decided to
change rummage sale dates because of scheduling conflicts. The
new dates are October 15th and 16th, setting up on October 14th.
I pray these new dates work for everyone. Please have all
donations at church by Thursday afternoon and have them marked. Thanks for your help!
Pie social is June 19th, and we are doing a joint venture with Davis Corners. We will split the
proceeds and then give to charity of our choice. God bless all of you.

Alter Flowers and Hospitality at Dells-Delton
If you wish to honor a loved one, acknowledge a birthday, anniversary, special
occasion, or for no particular reason at all, there is a sign up sheet on the wall
above the desk in the lounge. Thanks to all who have brought treats for
fellowship time.

Dells-Delton UMW
Our annual salad (and sandwich) luncheon is Wednesday, May 6th from 11-1, cost is $8 for
adults and $5 for children 4-12, 3 and under free. Please let Kathy Radcliff know what you can
provide or donate. Have your food at the church by 10am. We would greatly appre-ciate any
help setting up on Wed. May 5th at 1pm, and also clean-up after 1pm on the 6th.

Fellowship Sunday
Dells-Delton will meet at Jose’s Mexican Restuarant, May 23rd after church.

Bible Path
Spring is in bloom and the Bible Trail will need some sprucing up; please see Dave Kaiser.
Mark any donations for the “Bible Trail” and put in the weekly offering.
“God doesn't break things so He can fix them; He fixes broken things so He can use them.” — Bob Goff

Congregational News
Davis Corners UMW
The Davis Corners UMW met at the Church Hall on April 5th, with 7 members attending. We will be
assisting The Dells-Delton Church with their Pie Social on June 19th. Tentative plans are set to again host
the Soup Supper October 23rd at Davis Corners. We are also hoping to offer the UMW Sunday service on
October 3rd. Our next meeting will be held on May 3rd, 1:00 PM at the Hall.

Worship Service Updates
Wisconsin recently cancelled the mask mandate and Adams County also expired their mask mandate.
Regardless of the mandates or lack thereof, we will have masks and hand sanitizer available at both
churches, and we will encourage you to take precautions you feel are appropriate. Feel free to attend either
service, or online services, and do be mindful of others around you. Remember that some of us are still
more comfortable masked for now.
We do ask that you stay at home if you are ill or are caring for someone who is ill, because that is ultimately
the best way to keep us all healthy. Remember, we are family and will respond to any needs you have if you
are sick—so please call if you need any help.

Dells-Delton Grounds Spring Clean-up Day
Dells-Delton will hold spring clean-up of the grounds on Saturday May, 22nd from 9am until noon. Please
remember to bring your own rakes, shovels, tarps, etc. Rain date will be June 5th, same time. If you
cannot make one of these dates, or if both get rained out, please do stop by the church whenever it is
convenient and help us do a little cleanup. We will be removing debris from the yard and around the
buildings. No need to rake up the pine needles, but we will pull them away from the building to protect the
siding and prepare for painting later this summer. Thanks in advance for anything you
can help us with this year.

Thursday Morning Bible Study
Remember Thursday Morning Bible Study at 10 am at Dells-Delton.
"Our greatest fear should not be of failure but of succeeding at things in life that don’t really matter." - Francis Chan

NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
Well, it finally happened. Yes, the mask mandates were removed and vaccinations are moving along.
While I have been waiting and expecting all of that, I am talking about our impending move.
Michelle and I have a tentative building plan beginning near the end of September, barring changes or
complications, which means we are packing up and selling in the not too distant future. Problem is that we
have been in the same house for over twenty years, and you certainly can collect a lot of things in that
amount of time. We love our place, but it no longer fits who we are and what need for the future.
Mind you, we never planned on making this move, and probably would not if things were a bit different.
But life has changed dramatically for us and so we are off on this new adventure. Sometimes it needs to be
that way—you need to respond to changing circumstances and the needed response is not what you really
hoped to be doing. I’m not saying that we aren’t excited and looking forward to this, but I am saying there
is also a sense of leaving something behind.
I was talking with someone a few weeks back, and they remarked that we will have neighbors a lot closer at
our new place and that was a bit too close for them. Yup… it will be very different. Change is always like
that; you plan and prepare but something is always a bit off. But then you arrive and, by the grace of God, it
all works out if it is where you are supposed to be. That’s true with this move as well. I know it’s where we
are supposed to be and that it will all work, yet it is still uncomfortable for now. So, for now, I go through
the packing and moving one day at a time.
We’re doing that now in our church and faith lives as well. Things are different. People have begun to
return to worship, some events are happening again, visitors are returning. But our attendance is not yet
where it used to be, we have this video camera staring at me, and there are masks everywhere. There is
still an impact being felt… we still are doing distancing which makes it hard to reach new people, we won’t
have J1 students this year, and our gatherings and outreach events are still limited. And, if you haven’t
heard, we still have some denominational changes to address and our General Conference has been
postponed another year.
So, we are being moved in our faith and church life as well. Some of what we are used to doing and seeing
will be packed up or discarded, and some new things will come into our practice. Life will be changing and
it will be very different than what we are used to having. But change can also be very good. So, let’s work
together on moving into this next season of life at our churches. We will need wisdom and discernment as
God leads us to touch lives and minister in our communities. Who knows, maybe this is what we’ve needed
to be intentional at sharing the hope of Christ here in the Dells? After all—that is our mission statement.

Peace and Blessings!

Pastor Lee
We would like to wish a very Happy Birthday to everyone who has a birthday this month.
We hope we have all of the birthdays on the calendar. Please let us know if we’ve missed anyone.
**Additions, Corrections or Submissions to the newsletter can be sent to: news@wisconsindellsumc.org

