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Our Stewardship
Digital Donations
A number of you have begun to use Givelify to make your donations even when we’ve not been able to gather
in person—and we thank you for continuing your giving. Feel free to check out our giving page
on our website or use your phone to scan the little QR code in the bulletin that looks like this —>
You can make one-time donations to either church, and also give to third Sunday missions, our
Bible trail or something else that you would like to support. Our online giving also allows you to
set donations on a weekly or monthly schedule if you like automatic giving.
We are glad that this online giving option has been useful for you during this time of isolation and also for our
guests. Please do take a look and let us know if anything needs to be corrected or improved.

Stewardship During Covid
It has been a strange year so far, with some opportunities disappearing and others
appearing. Both churches still have bills coming and need your financial support
during this time, but we also have a chance to do some other stewardship work.
Many of you have been testing online efforts from a number of churches, and we
need to continue to improve ours as well. Let us know what works and what doesn’t.
Both churches also have a number of minor projects that need doing inside and outside our buildings, and we
also need to do a good inspection of our campuses. If you have time, take a good look and talk to the Trustees.

Thank You for Your Participation in Missions
This month, our 3rd Sunday mission offerings will be taken on April 18th. The Davis Corners congregation
will be collecting for Ronald McDonald House and the Dells-Delton congregation will be collecting for Chron’s
Disease this month. Please support these worthwhile partner ministries with your additional
offering as we work together to bless and care for the communities around us and those much less fortunate.
Please continue to bring items for the Holy Cross and Dells/Delton United Methodist
combined pantry donations. This month we are collecting Laundry Detergent for
the pantry. Please be aware that the pantry is also looking for volunteers to help
them in their current need.
Be sure to check out the Dells/Delton and Davis Corners Facebook pages!
facebook.com/UMCdells or facebook.com/DavisCornersUMC

Our Stewardship
Time for a Change
“’Even now,’ declares the LORD, ‘return to me with all your heart, with fasting and weeping and mourning.”
Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to the LORD your God, for He is gracious and
compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and He
relents from sending calamity. Who knows? He may turn and
relent and leave behind a blessing — grain offerings and drink
offerings for the LORD your God.’” ~Joel 2:12-14

With February comes the cold dark days of Lent. Are you ready? Are you ready to seriously look inside
yourself? Are you ready to be honest about what is godly and what is not? Are you ready to change?
Change is a great theme word for Lent (and all of 2020). Many things changed health, wealth, and
politics. It changed without us trying and definitely without us wanting it to change. But in Lent, things
change because we make them change. It is our time to change our habits, minds, action, and internal/
external words to become more like Christ.
Do you need to change your change? Think about how much you give to the church. Should/can you give
more? Maybe your answer is “I don’t know.” Think about this: How much do you spend each month
going out to eat. How much money do you spend on coffee? How much money do you spend on fun
item, hobbies, and events? Now compare those numbers to the amount you give to God each month.
Do you need to make a change?
Rev. Krystal Goodger, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation

Denomination News
UMC Bishops cancel call for special General
Conference Session
(from UMS News)
The Council of Bishops of The United Methodist Church met on Monday, March 22, 2021 in an
additional meeting to consider pressing matters related to the Council’s work. After much
conversation, the bishops reached a decision that in the best interest of the church at this time, they
would cancel the Special Session of the General Conference which was set for May 8, 2021.
The bishops announced that they will dedicate their regularly scheduled April meeting to conversation
based on results of listening sessions that are occurring and discern a possible need for a new timeline
toward General Conference 2020 set for August 29 to September 6, 2022, in Minneapolis, Minnesota.
At the April meeting, the bishops will also discuss ways to empower the work at the Jurisdictional and
Central Conferences.

Conference Board of Laity Online Outreach
The Wisconsin Conference Board of Laity has opened a new page in the WisconsinUMC.org website,
giving an online source for regular updates through letters and videos addressing fellow church
members. The first addition is a letter from the Board of Laity highlighting the vastly understated
significance of laity in the church and the necessity of connection through the COVID-19 pandemic.

5 Things Your Visitors are Thinking but Won't Ask
It's been said that every church wants to grow. If that statement is true, are we really poised for it in
the way we treat and attend to our new visitors?
While you might not think it, guest readiness is one of the most important issues facing the
church today. Without really meaning to, the majority of churches are blind to the things that
visitors consider when deciding whether or not to return for future visits. Like going to a restaurant
for a meal - even when the food is spectacular - if the experience surrounding the meal is bad, patrons
are unlikely to return. It simply doesn't have to be that way! Join us for this Virtual Event held on
April 13, 2021 from 10:00 AM - 12:30 PM - Let Pastor Lee know if you are interested in attending.

Congregational News
Dells-Delton Outreach
The Outreach Committee will meet Wednesday, April 7th at
11am. Our first fundraiser of the year is the Third Annual Pie
Social and will be a joint venture with Davis Corners UMW on
Saturday, June 19th. After expenses, proceeds will be split
between DD Outreach and DC UMW.

Alter Flowers and Hospitality at Dells-Delton
Despite COVID challenges we have had a few help supply flowers for the
altar on Sundays. If you wish to honor a loved one, acknowledge a birthday,
anniversary, special occasion, or for no particular reason at all, there is a
sign up sheet on the wall above the desk in the lounge. Thanks to all who
have brought treats for fellowship time.

Dells-Delton UMW
Dells-Delton will meet on Wednesday, April 7th at 1pm. We will discuss and plan our
annual Salad (and sandwich) Luncheon on Thursday, May 6th, observing social distancing
and urging the wearing of masks.

Fellowship Sunday
Dells-Delton will meet at Monk’s at the Wilderness, April 25th after church.

Bible Path
Spring is upon us and the Bible Trail will need some sprucing up; please see Dave Kaiser.
Mark any donations for the “Bible Trail” and put in the weekly offering.

Congregational News
Davis Corners UMW
Davis Corners UMW met at the church March 1st; Jan Thompson hosted. We agreed to assist
the Dells-Delton Outreach Program with their Pie Social June 19th. Each member will
provide two pies which we will deliver and offer assistance. Profits to be divided. We
discussed scheduled events at the church and hall. At this time it looks promising to plan for
UMW Sunday, Oct. 3rd, and the annual soup supper, Oct. 23rd. If we decide to cancel the
soup supper due to COVID-19, we approved having a “No-Bake” Sale to replenish our funds.
Our next meeting will be held April 5th at the church.

Worship Services
We have resumed our worship services and are endeavoring to follow the ever changing
instructions from our health officials. Regardless of the mandates or lack thereof, we will
have masks and hand sanitizer available at both churches. Feel free to attend either service,
or online services, and do maintain appropriate social separation. We do ask that you stay at
home if you are ill or are caring for someone who is ill, because that is ultimately the best
way to keep us all healthy. Remember, we are family and will respond to any needs you have
if you are sick—so please call if you need help.

Holy Week Worship Services
Holy week begins the final week of March this year with Maundy Thursday falling on April
1st. We will hold Maundy Thursday services at 6:00 pm at Davis Corners and Good Friday
services at Dells-Delton at 4:00 pm.

Thursday Morning Bible Study
Remember Thursday Morning Bible Study at 10 am at Dells-Delton.

NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
Spring has come and the times are a changin’. The vaccine rollout is in progress and a number of
you have already had both shots, the Episcopals have come back for their first worship services in
a year, and visitors are descending on the Dells. We are finally getting the chance to visit some of
those we have missed for over a year; to see these friends we have missed.
We are a connected people. In years and decades past, it was not uncommon to be separated from
family, friends and other loved ones for many months or years. Communication and travel were
difficult and expensive, so they were carefully planned and extraordinary events. This pandemic
brought some of that experience forward in time, so now we know.
And now we can return to being a connected people, maybe. Christianity is largely a ministry of
touch. By that I mean that Christians in general will walk along side each other, and with
strangers, when no one else will. We genuinely care for others because the love we have, that
agape love, is given to others. Jesus demonstates this perfectly in both His life and His death. We
simply echo what we have learned through Him by God’s Holy Spirit.
Easter season is upon us, and we will again remember Jesus; life and His offer of reconciliation
that was rejected. God wants peace and a relationship with us, and both were accomplished by
the ministry of Jesus the Christ. We are loved by and reconciled to God. He has restored that
relationship so we can now be His children together. This season separated us from each other.
We were separated from friends and family and worship and ministry. That season is drawing to
a close, so the question that remains is what will our lives in Christ look like moving forward?
An Easter people respond in hope, that is our gift. We have been rescued from the power of death
to a life that can be lived for God’s glory. The commands we have—love God fully, love each other
fully, and make disciples—all require us to spend time and be close with others. We have endured
a season of separation, but the time is coming to engage others closely so that they will hear about
and have the opportunity to respond to God’s offer of hope.
Many truly suffered during the past year, and some are looking for answers and hope. Isolation
gave us time to think; about what matters and about what has power to change lives. We were
attacked and hurt by the smallest of things, but God still offers hope and life beyond this time.
Peace and Blessings!

Pastor Lee
We would like to wish a very Happy Birthday to everyone who has a birthday this month.
We hope we have all of the birthdays on the calendar. Please let us know if we’ve missed anyone.
**Additions, Corrections or Submissions to the newsletter can be sent to: news@wisconsindellsumc.org

