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Our Stewardship
Digital Donations
We have been using Givelify to receive donations online and through phone Apps for
a couple of years, and we wanted to let you know a bit more about it. The program
allows you to give to either of our churches and direct any portions of your giving to
general ministries or 3rd Sunday offerings and even memorials. Any gift can include
a note so that our treasurers know exactly what to do with your gifts.
Feel free to check out our giving page on our website or use your phone to scan the little QR code in the
bulletin that looks like this —>
Our online giving also allows you to set donations on a weekly or
monthly schedule if you like automatic giving.
We are glad that this online giving option has been useful for you during this time of isolation and also for our
guests. Please do take a look and let us know if anything needs to be corrected or improved.

Stewardship During Covid
As always, remember that there are a variety of ways to give and serve, especially
with our current challenges. Make sure you check in on each other and your
neighbors so that we are all able to get what we need. Some of us need help getting
groceries and transportation to appointments, so don’t be afraid to offer help or ask
for assistance when you need it. We can practice caring for one another, so that we
can be better at caring for our community when we are all back together again.

Thank You for Your Participation in Missions
This month, our 3rd Sunday mission offerings will be taken on January 17th. The Dells-Delton congregation
will be collecting for local fuel assistance this month. Please support this
worthwhile partner ministry with your additional offering as we work together to
bless and care for the communities around us and those much less fortunate.
Please continue to bring items for the Holy Cross and Dells/Delton United Methodist
combined pantry donations. This month we are collecting deodorants for the
pantry. Please be aware that the pantry is also looking for volunteers.
Be sure to check out the Dells/Delton and Davis Corners Facebook pages!
facebook.com/UMCdells or facebook.com/DavisCornersUMC

Denomination News
2020 UMCOR Response
As flooding, storms and wildfires impacted communities across the United States this
year, the United Methodist Committee on Relief reached out to assist those in the most
need, bringing hope amid the destruction. In total, UMCOR’s U.S. Disaster Response unit
has responded to 101 unique emergencies.
UMCOR provided $100,000 in funding to assist more than 1,500 survivors and 400 households with long-term unmet
needs. “After the news cycle is over, there’s still going to be United Methodists helping to restore healing and hope to this
community,” said Donna Parramore, superintendent of the Tennessee Conference’s Caney Fork River District, which
includes Putnam County. Another tornado touched down on Easter near Reece City, Alabama, where 16.8% of the
population live below the poverty line. UMCOR assistance there is helping the North Alabama Conference in recovery
efforts for seven households.
The multiple storms and flooding of spring and summer gave way to Western wildfires in California, Oregon, Washington
state, and Colorado in the fall. Throughout these challenges, annual conferences and United Methodist churches across
the United States have rallied to help survivors of natural disasters begin to repair and rebuild their lives, assisted
financially in their efforts by 34 UMCOR grants totaling an estimated $783,700 in 2020. In addition, UMCOR trained over
1000 in disaster ministry and has now trained and certified 6,000 ERTs who stand ready to respond to future disasters.

Bishop's Task Force Update
The Bishop’s Task Force met Monday, Nov. 23rd and finished their reading and discussion of We Want to Do
More Than Survive by Bettina L. Love. The Bishop’s Task Force reported and celebrated the meeting on October
6th of members of the Bishops’ Task Force with the Wisconsin Conference Anti-Racism Task Force and
Connectional Table, Dan Dick, and Bishop Jung. That work was continued on November 19th by the Wisconsin
Conference Anti-Racism Task Force, Members of the Bishops’ Task Force, and additional Ethnic Caucus Leaders
as well as Dan Dick in the episcopal office, and Sue D’Alessio, our Director of Connectional Ministries. That
meeting featured conversation to establish what was needed to develop trust for our work, goals about what
should come out of our meeting, and compiling a list of resource groups to help us with the work of assessing
racism and exclusion, dismantling what excludes, and reforming our systems in the Wisconsin Annual
Conference. This group of leaders agreed that a database of resources will be collected by Sue D’Alessio and
this group will share a process to discern how best to proceed with systemic and structural change. Before the
next meeting there was a shared commitment to engage one on ones to improve our relational bandwidth.

Congregational News
Dells-Delton Outreach
The Outreach Committee will meet next on Wednesday, January
13th at 10:30 am at the church.

Alter Flowers and Hospitality at Dells-Delton
Holy Cross has invited us to help supply flowers for the altar on Sundays.
If you would like to honor a loved one, acknowledge a birthday,
anniversary, special occasion, or for no particular occasion, there is a sign
up sheet on the wall above the desk in the lounge. There are instruction
sheets on how to do this for 2021, which will also be posted on that wall.

Dells-Delton UMW
UMW does not meet in January. UMW delivered seven Christmas gift baskets to shut-ins
Dec. 22 & 23 and provided a dozen goody bags for the Christmas Eve service at DellsDelton. UMW will meet next on Wednesday, February 3rd at 1pm at the church.

Fellowship Sunday
Dells-Delton will meet at Uno’s on Sunday. January 24th after church.

DD Pot Luck
Dells-Delton may have a Pot Luck after services on January 31st. Details to be announced.

Bible Path
DD UMC is so thankful to Dave & Shirley Nelson for his idea of the Bible Trail and all the
time, energy and money donated bringing it to fruition. The Bible Trail will always be his
memorial to this church and we will never forget him.

Congregational News
Giving while Distancing
Thanks to all that have been giving online
or through the mail
for the last few months. You can still mail checks for Dells-Delton to 320 Unity
Dr, and checks for Davis Corners to 869 Gale Ave and we will track your giving as usual. We
continue to be grateful for your support and giving statements for 2020 should be available
later this month. If you like to use offering envelopes, they are available at both churches,
and we will mail the remainder mid-month.

Worship Services
We continue to have in-person and Livestream worship services each Sunday.
Remember, if you or someone in your household is not feeling the best, we understand and
appreciate you missing us for a week so we all stay as healthy as possible. We always have
masks and hand sanitizer available when you are able to join us in person, and we love
knowing that some are joining us every week online. We spent six months getting the
internet issues solved, so thanks for your patience and encouragement through the struggle.
You can join us online at https://www.facebook.com/dellsumc/live or go to our website
wisconsindellsumc.org and click on the picture labeled “Live Broadcast”

Bible Studies
Weekly Bible studies resume on Thursday mornings. We will also be
offering a chance to join via Zoom with meeting ID 853 8424 7042
You can join by computer or by calling (312) 626-6799 on your phone. Let
Pastor know if you need any assistance connecting by computer or phone.

Wednesday Evening Bible Study
There will be no evening Bible Studies until we begin our Lenten studies on Feb 24th.

NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
Happy New Year!
I cannot believe the number of people that are certain that this year will be better than the last. I’m
not suggesting that anything around Covid was joyous, but a number of things changed for the better
last year. Most people I see remember to cover their coughs and wash their hands after using the
bathroom—which is a huge improvement! But all kidding aside, I do think we have begun to take life
(and illness, and death) a bit more seriously this last year.
Perhaps that is what many of us are looking forward to enjoying, an air of less seriousness in our day
to day lives. We apparently need some of that too because tensions are high. I’ve run into a few
extremely rude and angry people over the last few days, arguing about things that common courtesy
would eliminate. I find it interesting that we will argue about the things we need to do to protect the
health of ourselves and others, and disregard treating each other with civility.
The problem is that all of these issues are related to our caring for one another. Cain asked God,
somewhat (or maybe very?) sarcastically, “Am I my brothers keeper?” The answer was, of course, an
emphatic yes! But God never answered the question. He didn’t need to answer, because Cain had
already answered “no” by killing his brother. But we are our brother’s keeper. That does not mean
that we control one another, but that we protect one another. The word keeper, both in the original
Hebrew and the Greek translation of this passage, has the idea of a hedge of protection or watchfulness
in it. We just ran into that word on Christmas Eve; those shepherds keeping watch.
Perhaps this is to be the year when we learn to correct our vision; somewhat ironic now that 2020 is
behind us. There was a lot of discussion about bringing things into focus, having 20/20 vision as last
year approached, and perhaps it did lift the fog. But just like last year, the results of this year will
depend on our actions more than it depends on the circumstances that embrace us. God has already
prepared for this year—prepared us and prepared the time, but we need to respond.
Remember that no matter what comes this year, or any other year, the King still has come to be with
us so that we know His love. God wants us to see where He is leading, but we still have to be willing to
follow Him along the way; even when it is bumpy. Hopefully we learned a few things this past year,
other than washing our hands, so that we can demonstrate we know God truly loves us, and we can
truly love each other, being the keepers of our brothers and sisters, for God’s glory.

Peace and Blessings!

Pastor Lee
We would like to wish a very Happy Birthday to everyone who has a birthday this month.
We hope we have all of the birthdays on the calendar. Please let us know if we’ve missed anyone.
**Additions, Corrections or Submissions to the newsletter can be sent to: news@wisconsindellsumc.org

