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Our Stewardship
Digital Donations
A number of you have begun to use Givelify to make your donations even when we’ve not been able to gather
in person—and we thank you for continuing your giving. Feel free to check out our giving page on
our website or use your phone to scan the little QR code in the bulletin that looks like this —>
You can make one-time donations to either church, and also give to third Sunday missions, our
Bible trail or something else that you would like to support. Our online giving also allows you to
set donations on a weekly or monthly schedule if you like automatic giving.
We are glad that this online giving option has been useful for you during this time of isolation and also for our
guests. Please do take a look and let us know if anything needs to be corrected or improved.

Stewardship During Covid
It has been a strange year so far, with some opportunities disappearing and others
appearing. Both churches still have bills coming and need your financial support
during this time, but we also have a chance to do some other stewardship work.
Many of you have been testing online efforts from a number of churches, and we
need to continue to improve ours as well. Let us know what works and what doesn’t.
Both churches also have a number of minor projects that need doing inside and outside our buildings, and we
also need to do a good inspection of our campuses. If you have time, take a good look and talk to the Trustees.

Thank You for Your Participation in Missions
This month, our 3rd Sunday mission offerings will be taken on August 16th. The Davis Corners congregation
will be collecting for St. Vincent’s Free Clinic and the Dells-Delton congregation will be collecting for
Veteran’s Care Trust this month. Please support these worthwhile partner ministries with your
additional offering as we work together to bless and care for the communities around us and those much less
fortunate.
Please continue to bring items for the Holy Cross and Dells/Delton United Methodist
combined pantry donations. This month we are collecting school supplies for the
“Stuff the Bus” campaign. Please be aware that the pantry is also looking for
volunteers to help them in their current need.

Be sure to check out the Dells/Delton and Davis Corners Facebook pages!
facebook.com/UMCdells or facebook.com/DavisCornersUMC

Denomination News
Virtual Wisconsin Annual Conference
The Wisconsin Annual Conference meeting will now be a completely virtual
event. We have yet to receive any details about dates, times or formats of the
event, but we will hope to have that information to share with you soon. This may
also be the first Annual Conference meeting we have been able to have without any
attendance restrictions. When the details become available, we will attempt to
provide you an opportunity to join the event if you wish. The meeting should still
be scheduled sometime around the previously published dates of October 23-24.

Discerning the Future of the United Methodist Church
Trinity United Methodist is hosting an August 29 town hall
discussion that will be facilitated by North East District
Superintendent Kate Croskery Jones, with panelists including
Assistant to the Bishop Rev. Dan Dick, Minister of Administration
Rev. Dan Schwerin, Rev. Warren Waddell of Fountain Park UMC,
Rev. Jennifer Emert of Algoma and West Kewaunee UMCs and Matt
Templeton of the Conference Board of Trustees. The event will be held at Trinity in
Waldo, but will also be livestreamed on their website Trinityumcwaldo.org

"We may speak about a place where there are no tears, no death, no fear, no night;
but those are just the benefits of heaven. The beauty of heaven is seeing God." — Max Lucado

Congregational News
Giving while Distancing
Thanks to all that have been giving online or through the mail for the last few months.
You can still mail checks for Dells-Delton to 320 Unity Dr, and checks for Davis Corners to
869 Gale Ave and we will track your giving as usual. We continue to be grateful for your
support and giving statements for July should be available later this month.

Worship Services
We have resumed our worship services and are endeavoring to follow the ever changing
instructions from our health officials. Regardless of the mandates or lack thereof, we
will have masks and hand sanitizer available at both churches. Feel free to attend either
service, or online services, and do maintain appropriate social separation. We do ask
that you stay at home if you are ill or are caring for someone who is ill, because that is
ultimately the best way to keep us all healthy. Remember, we are family and will
respond to any needs you have if you are sick—so please call if you need help.

Bible Studies
We have resumed weekly studies Thursday at 10am and monthly
studies at 6:30pm on the final Wednesday of the month. Both studies
are at Dells-Delton, and we will also resume at Davis Corners as soon as possible.

Other Events
UMW and all committee meetings, except Nominations, are on summer break until
September. Dells-Delton has also suspended fellowship lunch trips for August.

NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
I don’t even know where to begin. The last few months have seen a barrage of illness, arguments, stories,
retractions, looting and violence. This has not been our best hour. In a couple of months there will be an
election, with a high likelihood of contested results and alarm regardless of the outcome. Our
denominational concerns have been on hold due to social distancing concerns, but some seem prepared to
resume that argument as the Annual Conference season begins. There is a lot to be frustrated about.
Pastors are not immune to the stresses around us, and we are sometimes as easily swept away in the
commotion as the world around us. It should not be that way, but it happens whenever we forget where
our help and security lie. I had a busy spring, with the added challenge of transitioning a high school math
curriculum to an online format, and now we are preparing for a move. Pastoring has been different since
visits stopped for a time and visits are still not possible for nursing homes and hospitals. Our routine has
been anything but routine for most of this year. I forgot that that can also be an opportunity….
There is a reason the Psalmist writes “Be still and know that I am God.” God is our refuge and trouble is
always present, even if we don’t see either. We get complacent, even when things are not very good,
because we learn to manage with the “normal” at that time. God calls us to measure things against Himself,
not against the “normal” we expect, and we can only do that when we are still and remember who He is and
what He is about. That same psalm reminds us that God is with us and is our stronghold, so we need not be
afraid when the world around us roars. That true when the mountains fall, when the earth shakes, when
the winds blow, or when a tiny half-living strand of RNA brings a new and dangerous illness to light.
What do we do? We practice wisdom. There is a great book “All I Really Need to Know I Learned in
Kindergarten” that reminds us that truth is usually quite simple. There are things we can control and
things we will never control; and we need to know which is which. Jesus said we cannot add an hour to our
life (or a handbreadth to our height) and asked why we would worry about things bigger than that. We are
small, but God is not. I forgot about that for a few weeks (maybe not forgot, but I sure didn’t live it) and
that changed everything inside and out. But now I can breathe again, even when challenged by a mask.
So, moving forward, we will be cautiously optimistic together. We are still God’s people, redeemed by the
blood of Christ, and called in to ministry to a hurting world around us. The hurt is very real, and very
obvious right now. Let’s show all the people in the Dells area, residents and visitors alike, how God’s
people trust Him and how they respond to others. There is violence and fear around us, and no better way
to combat it than with the hope and compassion that lie in Christ’s offer of restoration. Be a minister of the
hope of Christ in the world around you, because you will have abundant opportunities for quite some time.

Peace and Blessings!

Pastor Lee
We would like to wish a very Happy Birthday to everyone who has a birthday this month.
We hope we have all of the birthdays on the calendar. Please let us know if we’ve missed anyone.
**Additions, Corrections or Submissions to the newsletter can be sent to: news@wisconsindellsumc.org

