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Our Stewardship
Digital Donations
We recently changed our online giving partner to reduce our monthly costs but still give our congregation and
guests the chance to support our ministries with donations. Our new partner is Givelify and we
have donations for both churches in one place. Feel free to check out new giving page on our
website or use your phone to scan the little QR code in the bulletin that looks like this —>
You can make a one-time donation to either church, third
Sunday missions, our Bible trail or something else you would
like to support. You can also set donations on a schedule to
make sure you don’t forget or for when you are on vacation.
We wish our bills would stop coming when you’re away, but
they don’t. In any case, the churches thank you for your
generous support and hope this tool allows others to
participate with you.
We hope this new giving system will be useful for you and
also for our guests. Please do take a look and let us know if
anything needs to be corrected or improved.

Thank You for Your Participation in Missions
This month, our 3rd Sunday mission offerings will be taken on June 16th. The Davis Corners congregation
will be collecting for Salvation Army and the Dells-Delton congregation will be collecting for
Cystic Fibrosis this month. Please support these worthwhile partner ministries with your additional offering
as we work together to bless and care for the communities around us and those much less fortunate.
Please continue to bring items for the Holy Cross and Dells/Delton United Methodist
combined pantry donations. This month we are collecting dish soap for the pantry.
Please be aware that the pantry is also looking for volunteers to help them in their
current need.
Be sure to check out the Dells/Delton and Davis Corners Facebook pages!
facebook.com/UMCdells or facebook.com/DavisCornersUMC

Denomination News
Wisconsin Annual Conference
The Wisconsin Annual Conference meeting has been rescheduled for October 23-24,
2020 in Green Bay. The conference will be in the same location, but much shorter in
duration this year. The setting of appointments will still be done in June via
Livestream, but the remainder will be postponed until fall. The conference will
begin with the Clergy Session held on October 23, 2020 in the morning, prior to the
convening of the Annual Conference session beginning in the afternoon.

General Conference Rescheduled
General Conference has been tentatively rescheduled for
August 31 to September 10, 2021. While we will have to
wait a year for some of our larger issues to be settled, the
UMC decided to make the Conference meet as soon as
possible following this year’s cancellation. Please pray that
all of the delegates will be able to make the necessary travel
arrangements and that there will be no difficulties obtaining visas.
Keep all of our leaders and congregations covered in prayer as we try to peacefully
and respectfully endure a time of waiting until final decisions can be made.

"Consider what you owe to His immutability.
Though you have changed a thousand times, He has not changed once ."

— C.H. Spurgeon

Congregational News
Giving while Distancing
While we are social distancing for the health and safety of all,
the basic expenses at our churches are continuing. We would
like to thank all those who have been getting donations to us
online or through the mail, and remind everyone that we still
need your support if you are in a position to continue to give
during this crisis. You can mail checks for Dells-Delton to 320 Unity Dr, and checks for
Davis Corners to 869 Gale Ave and we will track your giving as usual. You can also give
to either church by visiting give.wisconsindellsumc.org and safely entering any banking
or credit card information. We use Givelify to do online giving and they take strong
measures to protect all of your information. We thank you for your support in whatever
manner you are able to help us during this time of separation.

Worship Services
We are continuing with our worship services in a different format
during the remainder of our time under the “Safer at Home”
order. We will hold a minimal service at Dells-Delton each
Sunday at 10:45 and limit the number of people in the sanctuary
and gathering space for health reasons. We will also continue providing online worship
at facebook.com/dellsumc/live each Sunday during our time apart. You can view the
worship service as we live stream at 10:45am, or you can watch it anytime you wish,
including all past worship services. We are unable to do another platform live at this
time, but you do not need a Facebook account to view our services. Services are also
posted on our website wisconsindellsumc.org for you to view anytime and we are
working on getting the audio of the sermons available separately.

Congregational News
Dells-Delton Directory
One of the good things that has become more important during this time is the updating
of the Dells-Delton directory. Dells-Delton members will find a copy of the directory
enclosed with this newsletter so that our members are easily able to contact one another
during this time of separation. If your gift is not calling others, don’t worry. If you do like
reaching out to others, please use this directory to reach out to each other until we can
meet again. Many thanks to Barbara Jantz, Wendy Lombard, and Shirley Neslon for
taking the lead in completing this project. A special thanks to all of you who helped us
find missing contact information so we could reach out to our members.

Remember Each Other
Now that both churches have up-to-date directories, remember to call
or write one another so we stay connected during our time apart.
I know many of you connect by mail, phone or internet, but I’m asking
that each week you reach out to one person that you normally do not
connect with often. If you find that someone is on your mind and you
don’t have contact information for them, please reach out to Pastor
Lee or your lay leader and we will make sure we get that information to you. Thank you
for being a bright spot in someone else’s day!

Dells-Delton Kitchen Project
The Dells-Delton kitchen project is finally wrapping up and there are only a few minor
items remaining to be completed before the kitchen is ready for use. We will have a
celebration and dedication for the completion of the gathering space and kitchen as we
enjoy these renovated spaces and try to put them to good use in ministry. Please look
around the church building and grounds to see what else we should accomplish in the
coming weeks and months to care for our church buildings. Both Dells-Delton and
Davis Corners have been given gifts to help us make our campuses inviting to our
neighbors and friends.

Congregational News
Dells-Delton Outreach
The Outreach Committee is partnering with Davis Corners UMW
to put on the Pie Social to be held Saturday, June 20th from
11am to 1 pm at the Dells-Delton church. Each church will be
supplying 25 pies and all proceeds will be shared between the
Dells-Delton Outreach and Davis Corners UMW.

Alter Flowers and Hospitality at Dells-Delton
Holy Cross has invited us to help supply flowers for the altar on Sundays.
If you would like to honor a loved one, acknowledge a birthday,
anniversary, special occasion, or for no particular reason at all, there is a
sign up sheet on the wall above the desk in the lounge. There are also
instruction sheets on how to go about doing this for 2020.

Dells-Delton UMW
Due to the “shelter at home” initiative, UMW has had to cancel our yearly salad luncheon.
UMW will meet next for our spring lunch at Perkins, June 3rd at noon. We will take a
monetary donation for the food pantry.

Davis Corners UMW
Davis Corners UMW has not been meeting due to the “shelter at home” initiative.

"Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself,
so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted ."
— Hebrews 12:3

Congregational News
Bible Path
The bible path is open for the year thanks to Dave Nelson and Dave Kaiser. Donations
for improvements are always welcome.

Fellowship Sunday
We are not certain how the remainder of our spring will go, or when distancing and
closures will come to an end. We have decided to schedule Fellowship Sunday in the
hope that we are able to gather before the month ends. Dells-Delton is planning to
gather at Springbrook on May 24th. Davis Corners will plan to hold a fellowship on
May 31st following service and Dells-Delton is currently planning 5th Sunday potluck
immediately after worship.

Bible Studies
We are resuming our monthly evening Bible Study held on
Wednesday evenings at Dells Delton at 6:30 pm. The evening is a
continuation of the Lenten bible studies, complete with videos set
in the Holy Land.
We will resume the regular weekly Bible studies on Thursdays at
both churches following the lifting of “Safer at Home” orders and comfort of our
members. Until that time, we are all encouraged to read our Bibles, listen to sermons,
and raise any questions that come up. We have a number of ways to meet at a
distance, and can use those until we can meet face-to-face again.
"Jesus gives us hope because He keeps us company,

has a vision and knows the way we should go."
— Max Lucado

NOTES FROM THE PASTOR
The world has come to a standstill - or so it would seem. Until very recently, there have been very few
people in the stores and on the roads. We have all been keeping our distance, and doing what is needed to
keep basic things functioning. But in the midst of quiet, there has also been busy.
I was expecting a bit of “extra” time appear in my schedule. I spend a fair amount of time travelling,
preparing for our weekly Bible studies, and making visits. I had expected to have extra time on my hands
for having these things removed. But that did not happen. It seems that reducing our interaction with one
another has actually just added another layer of administrative work to what many of us do.
I am not saying this by way of complaint. Michelle and I are both healthy and at reasonably low risk from
any significant difficulty from this current virus, but we have friends and family that are not. Grocery
shopping for someone other than yourself is a bit challenging. You’re often looking for things you would
not buy and having to make decisions for someone else on what is “close enough” when some items are
missing. And with all the “new rules” to follow, traffic in the stores can turn the two hour shopping trip into
an all day affair.
School has been another creator of challenges. It has been great to meet online, save time driving, and be
more flexible with discussing and answering questions. However, explaining things without a chalkboard
and having to create instructional videos has increased the time to make a lesson happen. Homework still
gets turned in but is a bit harder to grade in an electronic format. The huge impact is in testing, since
papers can no longer be handed out we are spending time creating new materials.
Worship has also been challenging. We hope you have been enjoying what we are able to put together for
you each week, but you would be surprised at the extra time it takes to put together all of the parts to make
is so you can join in on the readings and worship online. The latest technical problems have also been
challenging and we have been trying to figure out what is interrupting our livestream to you.
By now you have probably figured out one of my big weaknesses through all of this. I do not enjoy using
the telephone. I do a number of things over the phone, but the one thing I have never enjoyed is just being
chatty over the phone. I don’t mind writing, and I’d rather do that than talk on the phone. If I have been by
your place for a visit, you’ve learned that you have my full attention while I am with you and that I’m not in
any hurry to leave. I hope I don’t overstay my welcome, but I do enjoy getting to sit with you and just talk.
I wish I could translate that to phone calls, and I guess this time will give me an opportunity to work on
that. I’m still really looking forward to seeing you all and talking in person.
I figured since I did not get a newsletter out last month, I would let you know what has been happening
with me and what I have been trying to accomplish - successfully or not. I will be calling everyone in the
coming days, but remember that you can also call me if you would like to talk. I don’t mind interruptions
because some of the less important things need to be interrupted from time-to-time. Please know that you
are loved and deeply missed, and I look forward to being with each of you again soon.

Peace and Blessings!

Pastor Lee

NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
Over three million cases of Covid-19 have been reported world wide with a million of those in the United States
alone. Everywhere you look on the news, you hear about the horror of all that is happening with this illness and
that things will never be the same again. There have been ideas floated about limiting students in classrooms
and requiring teachers and students to wear masks when school resumes in the fall. If you were to listen closely
to the reports on the news, you would be convinced that the world is coming to an end. We easily forget that
plagues and pandemics are nothing new.
We don't have to like what is going on, and we must certainly not be cavalier about any illness. We have
vulnerable populations, and that only increases as we create medications that keep people alive despite severe
illnesses. We need to be aware of how to be reasonably healthy, for everyone’s benefit.
When I grew up I constantly heard two phrases from family and friends: “Did you wash your hands?” and “Go
wash your hands.” Adults did this because they were teaching us good hygiene habits. I had that drilled into me
as a kid; along with brushing my teeth, removing my hat, and other ways to mind my manners. I have to be
aware of this because I am routinely in hospitals and am always shaking someone’s hand… so I routinely wash
my hands. But at some point we seem to have largely forgotten this and simple other measures. Covid-19 has
now brought us to the point of being afraid of everyone as a typhoid-Mary.
The Jewish people feared leprosy, and for good reason, but Jesus and His disciples worked around them. Since
the church of Christ began, Christians have been the ones who would touch the untouchable. In the middle of
the third century, about 250AD, there was a plague in the Roman Empire. The emperor Decius and other
enemies of the Church blamed Christians for the plague. That claim was, however, undermined by two
inconvenient facts: Christians died from the plague like everybody else, but unlike everybody else, they cared for
the victims of the plague, including their pagan neighbors.
Jesus reminds us in Matthew 25, that whether we choose to serve or not serve “Truly I say to you, to the extent
that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.” His message to both
groups is the same. We live in a time of fear, but fear must not rule our lives. It is right to fear pain and death
and fire, but some still needed to rush into the twin towers. The disciples were afraid in the boat when it was
being overwhelmed by the waves. Jesus rebukes them for thinking God does not care by saying “Why are you
afraid? Do you still have no faith?”
We must have faith. God is with us and will never leave us. We will have trials and we will likely face death
before Jesus returns. So, let us do that well. Not by acting foolishly or taking unnecessary risks, but also not by
withdrawing in a vain attempt to protect what we have. Life is a gift we have been given to share as a blessing.
Jesus gives us peace and we must remember His words: “Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.”

Peace and Blessings!

Pastor Lee
We would like to wish a very Happy Birthday to everyone who has a birthday this month.
We hope we have all of the birthdays on the calendar. Please let us know if we’ve missed anyone.
**Additions, Corrections or Submissions to the newsletter can be sent to: news@wisconsindellsumc.org

