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Our Stewardship
Digital Donations
Remember that you can make a one-time donation to either church, third Sunday missions, our
Bible trail or something else you would like to support online. Take a look at our giving page on
our website or use your phone to scan the little QR code in the bulletin that looks like this —>
We hope this new giving system will be useful for you and also for our guests.
Please do take a look and let us know if anything needs to be corrected or improved.

Thank You for Your Participation in Missions
This month, our 3rd Sunday mission offerings will be taken on June 16th. The Davis Corners congregation
will be collecting for Adams County Humane Society and the Dells-Delton congregation will be collecting for
Samaritan’s Purse this month. Please support these worthwhile partner ministries with your additional
offering as we work together to bless and care for the communities around us and those much less fortunate.
Please continue to bring items for the Holy Cross and Dells/Delton United Methodist
combined pantry donations. This month we are collecting bar soap products for
the pantry. Please be aware that the pantry is also looking for volunteers to help
them in their current need.
Be sure to check out the Dells/Delton and Davis Corners Facebook pages!
facebook.com/UMCdells or facebook.com/DavisCornersUMC

Kitchen Project Update
We are continuing to wait on issues associated with the cabinets and
sink. The delays will likely push the project back to the end of February.
Please contact a member of the Corporation Board if you have questions.

Bible Path
Any ideas or monetary help is greatly appreciated as plans are being made for improvements next
year. Please contact Dave Nelson or Pastor Lee if you are able to assist in any way.

Our Stewardship
GIVING - Concentrating on Our Need for God
3…they

voluntarily gave according to their means, and even beyond their means, 4begging us
earnestly for the privilege of sharing in this ministry to the saints. (2 Corinthians 8:3b-4)

Self-denial helps us to concentrate on our need for God. It is one thing to say that God provides all the food
we need, but is quite another to go without food. It is one thing to say that God provides us with income to
provide for our needs, but it is quite another to give 10% of that income back to God to provide for the needs
of others.
Fasting and tithing are forms of sacrifice, a Latin word that comes from combining “to make” and “holy or
sacred”. Over time, sacrifice has become synonymous with giving something up that is dear to us (selfdenial) in order to serve a greater good, like the Kingdom of God.
Lent is a good time to remember that self-denial draws us closer to God. Lenten fasting should not be pro
forma as in giving up chocolate, for example. It should be real self-denial accompanied by prayer, repentance
and soul-searching.
Sacrificial giving is a fast from spending on yourself and is equally appropriate for Lent, especially if
accompanied by prayer, repentance and soul-searching. We are called to sacrificial giving year-round, but at
Lent we can especially remember Who and what our sacrifice is for.
Several years ago, I was part of a Disciple Bible Study group that decided during Lent to fast by skipping food
between breakfast and dinner. We saved the money we would normally spend on lunch, snacks and coffee
and brought this to the class each week. In the end, we were able to donate over $2,200 to a local feeding
program for the homeless and poor.
Join me this Lent in focusing on our need for God.
Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation

Visit the Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation at
www.wumf.org or Facebook/wumf.org or call 1-888-903-9863

Consider what you owe to His immutability.
Though you have changed a thousand times, He has not changed once.

- C,H, Spurgeon

Denomination News
Reflection from Bishop Jung
My sacred and beloved siblings in Christ, our Council of Bishops endorsed the Protocol of
Reconciliation and Grace Through Separation proposal that offers an end to the current deep division in
our United Methodist Church. I have mixed feelings about the proposal and what it means.
On the one hand, it not only recognizes our differences, but honors a very broad spectrum of beliefs,
interpretations, visions, and desires for the church. Not everyone will be happy, but that has been part of
our dilemma – there is no way forward that everyone will agree with or support. Our guidance to “Do No
Harm,” comes to a place of doing the least harm possible in the short term, that we might do more good in
the long term. The Protocol offers a way for moderate and progressive United Methodists to be in ministry
in a fully inclusive church and for traditionalists to continue in a ministry that honors certain restrictions.
This also recognizes that there is no healthy, adequate “one-size-fits-all” polity and doctrine for a
wondrously diverse global church. We have arrived at a place where graceful autonomy is required for
different regions of our planet to make decisions that allow for effective ministry and witness. The
decisions most appropriate for The United Methodist Church in the United States are not appropriate for
Africa, Russia, the Philippines, or other regions of our church. We progress, we evolve, we adapt at
different levels, in different ways, at different times. In this case, unity has not been a strength.
Is the Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace Through Separation the answer we have been looking for? Well,
there is no simple solution to a complex and dynamic problem, but it is a way forward that allows us to
move beyond the destruction of our disagreement and division, it is a hope that we can do less harm and
that we can do more good, and it is a tangible and concrete challenge for us to work together to create a
better, stronger future. This is my hope.
Read more at http://bit.ly/2QYplMr

Breakthrough Prayer Training Rescheduled
The Breakthrough Prayer event initially scheduled for Saturday, January 11, 2020 has been rescheduled to Saturday,
February 8, 2020 due to this weekend’s winter storm. Registration has been extended to Wednesday, February 5,
2020 for those who have not registered. If you are have any registration questions, please contact Kristy via email
kyang@wisconsinumc.org or 608-837-7328

Denomination News
Comparing Plans Headed To GC2020
Ask The UMC, a ministry of United Methodist Communications, has updated its chart outlining denomination
restructuring plans to be considered at the 2020 General Conference. The plans include the recently announced
"Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace Through Separation." A full chart of the plans can be found on the internet at
https://cdnsc.umc.org/-/media/umc-media/2020/01/09/19/07/General-Conference-UMC-Plans-Chart-V6
General Conference convenes May 1st and legislative session begins May 6th. The conference concludes May 15th.
Here is a very brief synopsis of all five plans currently being considered:

“NEW DENOMINATIONS OF UNITED METHODISM” (INDIANAPOLIS PLAN - indyplanumc.org)
WHAT
• 2-3 or more global denominations – traditionalist and centrist/progressive
• The UMC continues through the Centrist UMC.
• Other denominations may be formed by 50+ local churches or an annual conference(s).
VOTING
• Annual and central conferences, by simple majority, choose to join any new denomination.
• Clergy and bishops choose to join any new denomination.
• Central conferences may become autonomous.
• Local churches, by simple majority, may choose a different denomination than their annual conference and
retain property, assets and liabilities.
TIMELINE

• Effective at the close of General Conference 2020.
• Aug. 1, 2020 - Interim new alignment begins.
• Jan. 1, 2021 - Default alignment with Centrist UMC if no choice made by an annual conference.
• Mar. 31, 2021 - Default alignment with Traditional UMC if no choice made by a central conference.
• Fall 2021 - Inaugural General Conferences held.
• Jan. 1, 2022 – New denominations fully established.
• 2028 - Opportunity to choose a denomination remains open.

Denomination News
Comparing Plans Headed To GC2020
“NEW EXPRESSIONS WORLDWIDE” (UMFORWARD - um-forward.org/the-new-plan )
WHAT
• 4 global denominations traditionalist, moderate, progressive and liberationist
• The UMC dissolves.
VOTING
• A transitional council develops a plan of separation.
• Annual conferences, central conferences, clergy and bishops choose to join any new denomination.
• Local churches, by 2/3 majority, may choose a different denomination than their annual conference and retain
property, assets and liabilities.
TIMELINE

• Effective at the close of General Conference 2020.
• Prior to 2024 - Special General Conference held to approve a plan of separation.
• Transition time for local churches extends until the Special General Conference.

“NEXT GENERATION UMC” (UMCNEXT - umcnext.com/legislation )
WHAT
• 1 or more - The UMC remains intact with options for new Methodist denominations that continue in
relationship with the UMC.
VOTING
• Congregations, clergy and conferences determine affiliations.
• Local churches, by 2/3 majority, may choose to separate from the UMC and retain property, assets and
liabilities.
TIMELINE

• Aug. 1, 2020 – Commission on a 21st Century Church begins work.
• Fall 2023 - Special General Conference meets.
• 2025 - Local church disaffiliation provisions expire.

Denomination News
Comparing Plans Headed To GC2020
“PROTOCOL OF RECONCILIATION & GRACE THROUGH SEPARATION” (umc.org)
WHAT
• 2 or more
• A new traditionalist denomination is formed and others may also be formed.
• The UMC continues after separation.
VOTING
• Annual conferences, by 57% majority, may vote to join a new Methodist denomination.
• Central conferences, by 2/3 majority, may vote to join a new Methodist denomination.
• Local churches, by either a simple or 2/3 majority, may choose a different denomination than that of their
annual conference and retain property, assets and liabilities.
TIMELINE

• TBD - UMC Special General Conference to create regional conferences.
• TBD - U.S. regional conference meets to address Book of Discipline changes.
• May 15, 2021 - Deadline to register intent to form a new Methodist denomination.
• July 1, 2021 - Annual conference deadline to vote to affiliate with a new denomination.
• Dec 31, 2021 - Central conference deadline to vote to affiliate with a new denomination.
• Dec 31, 2024 - Local church deadline to vote to affiliate with a different denomination than their annual
conference.

“U.S. REGIONAL CONFERENCE” (CONNECTIONAL TABLE)
WHAT
• The UMC remains intact with a new regional structure for the U.S.
VOTING
• none
TIMELINE

• 2021-2024 - Interim committee plans a new U.S. Regional Conference
• 2024 - New U.S. Regional Conference convenes.

Denomination News
Addendum to the Book of Discipline Now Available
Nashville, May 17 - The United Methodist Publishing House has published an Addendum to the
2016 Book of Discipline containing the changes to the Book of Discipline resulting from the
2019 Special Session of the General Conference.
The new text of each paragraph or subparagraph affected is included in the Addendum. These will replace
the corresponding portions printed in the 2016 Book of Discipline, and should be used when preparing
petitions to the 2020 General Conference. The majority of these changes will become effective on January
1, 2020 for annual conferences in the United States of America, and will become effective twelve months
after the close of the 2020 General Conference for those in central conferences. The new subparagraph
1504.23, new paragraph 2553, and the amended Clergy Retirement Security Program (CRSP) became
effective at the close of the 2019 General Conference.
Petitions passed by the 2019 General Conference that have been declared unconstitutional by the Judicial
Council have not been included in this Addendum, as they have resulted in no changes to Book of
Discipline paragraphs they addressed. The Addendum also contains the most recent version of the Book of
Discipline Errata, with other updates and corrections to the Book of Discipline made during the 2017-2020
Quadrennium. Further updates or corrections, if any, will be published periodically as necessary through
the end the Quadrennium in 2020.
Read more at http://bit.ly/2QYplMr

Breakthrough Prayer Training Rescheduled
The Breakthrough Prayer event initially scheduled for Saturday, January 11, 2020 has been rescheduled to
Saturday, February 8, 2020 due to this weekend’s winter storm. Registration has been extended to
Wednesday, February 5, 2020 for those who have not registered. If you have any registration questions,
please contact Kristy via email kyang@wisconsinumc.org or 608-837-7328

"[Don’t mistake] God’s patience with sinners for the idea that God is tolerant of sin "

— William Farley

Other News
General & Jurisdictional Conference Informational Sessions
The Wisconsin Delegation has scheduled informational sessions throughout the Wisconsin Annual Conference in the coming
months. The purpose of these gatherings is to provide information and answer questions about what is coming before the
General Conference in May and Jurisdictional Conference in July. These sessions are open to all who are interested - take a
look and plan to come to one near you!
North East District
March 7, 1:00 p.m.: Beaver Dam: Trinity Church
March 25, 1:00 p.m.: Green Bay: Bethany UMC
North Central District
February 29, 10:15 a.m.: Stevens Point: St. Paul’s UMC
March 21, 1:15 p.m.: Tomah - First UMC
North West District
March 1, 3:00 p.m.: Hayward UMC
March 29, 3:00 p.m.: River Falls UMC
South East District
March 19, 6:00 p.m.: Waukesha: First UMC
April 4, 1:00 p.m.: Milwaukee: Central UMC
April 18, 9:30 a.m.: Milton UMC
South West District
March 8, 2:15 p.m.: Richland Center: Schmidt Woodland Hills
March 21, 1:15 p.m.: Sun Prairie UMC
There is also an informational session scheduled for those attending Laity Convocation on March 14. More information about
General & Jurisdictional Conference, the Wisconsin Delegation, and upcoming event details can be found at
WisconsinUMC.org/GeneralConference

Kevin Rice Myers Returns as Wisconsin Conference Secretary
Bishop Jung is pleased to announce that Kevin Rice Myers will assume the responsibilities of Wisconsin
Conference Secretary, effective immediately. He follows Susan Haller, who served in this position since
January 2018. It is with much joy and many thanks that Bishop Jung welcomes Kevin and offers a deep,
heartfelt appreciation to Susan.

"I think Christians fail so often to get answers to their prayers because they do not wait long enough on God.
They just drop down and say a few words, and then jump up and forget it and expect God to answer them.
Such praying always reminds me of the small boy ringing his neighbor's door-bell,
and then running away as fast as he can go ."
— E.M. Bounds

Congregational News
Dells-Delton Outreach
We are changing the day of our Outreach meetings to better accommodate
our members. Meetings will now be on the second Wednesday of the
month. If anyone has ideas for other outreach projects please let us know. The
next Outreach committee meeting will be at 10 am , Wednesday, February 12th.

Dells-Delton UMW
Five Christmas baskets were delivered to those who are unable to attend church on a regular basis due to health
reasons. UMW will meet next on Wednesday, February 5th. at 1 pm.

Davis Corners UMW
We had fourteen ladies attend our annual Holiday Luncheon at Pizza Ranch
in Lake Delton. All enjoyed a dinner of pizza, chicken, salad and of course
their famous cactus dessert.
Seventy dollars was raised by everyone in attendance and was donated to the St. Vincent de Paul Free
Clinic. Thank you ladies for your donations and hard work throughout the year.
For our February meeting I need everyone to bring ideas for fundraising to replace our rummage sale.
Our next meeting will be Monday, February 3rd, at the home of Nancy Edwards. Plan to come at noon for
dinner and a meeting to follow.
Until then, God Bless
Bonnie J. Stratton
UMW President

Lenten Bible Study
Pastor Lee will again be conducting a special Lenten Bible Study series this
year. It will be held Wednesday evenings at Dells-Delton beginning March 4th.
We plan to have a soup supper prior to each evening’s study.

Fellowship Sunday
Fellowship Sunday is February 23rd. Dells-Delton will be gathering at Trapper’s Turn.

Congregational News
Dells-Delton Church Council Meeting

Nov 17, 2019

Attending: Dave Nelson, Shirley Nelson, Pastor Lee, Anita Copper, Bob Spargo, Kathy Spargo, Kathy Radcliff,
Ted Bender, Anita Copper, Pat Holton, Michelle Bushweiler
Minutes: Moved to accept by Kathy R, seconded by Anita. Passed.
Treasurers Report: Doing well; expenses less than bills. Moved by Anita to accept the report; seconded by
Kathy R. Passed.
Old Business: The counter with baskets is completed and works well. We are still looking into buying a new,
small, cordless carpet cleaner.
New Business: We need to fill out the administrative council form before the end of the year.
Outreach: The pancake supper fellowship was wonderful, but we didn't make much money. Monks donated
the sausage and BJ's donated the syrup. We are thinking of moving it to Sept., or possibly a brunch rather
than a supper. The pie social will be in June.
Finance: Did not meet.
Building Corp: They are looking at plumbing issues for the new kitchen. The kitchen demo will start Dec. 2.
The prayer garden issues will be addressed this spring.
Worship: They are checking on poinsettias and looking for readers and candellighters for advent. The joint
Thanksgiving service will be on Tues. of that week. Kathy R moved that the Christmas Eve service will be at 2
on Dec. 24. Shirley seconded it. It was defeated and amended to a 7 pm service. Passed.
UMW: Did not meet.
Pastors Report: Give your filled-out forms to pastor, who will combine them and send them in. The charge
conference people were enthused about the people here. Pastor will need to go to classes next year.
Next Meeting: Jan. 19.
Respectfully submitted,
Kathy Spargo, sec.

NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
We went much of the month of January without sunshine. A normally cold and sunny month has been quite
warm and dark. But February promises to start with sunshine. I was not certain what to write about this
month, but I think it is time to address our elephant in the room. We are now less than 100 days from the
start of General Conference 2020 where some important steps will be taken to determine the future of the
United Methodist Church.
Whether or not you paid attention to the special General Conference (GC) last year, you should know that
the stage has been set for us to move forward. For many years, a very vocal minority has been pushing the
church to change its stance on many issues, including sexuality and marriage. Last year it became apparent
to all that the battle may be coming to a close, largely because the more conservative arm of the church
(including Africa) is growing in membership and votes.
This year we will see the same three basic plans. One to make current language about prohibitions and
punishments more precise so there are fewer loopholes, one to remove any and all restrictions, and a third
to require equal status for all regardless of sexual behavior. In addition to these, all will make available
some form of departure from the UMC if you disagree. That is the major difference this year.
Last year the GC enacted a method for leaving the church, but some Annual Conferences and the finance
arm have made it nearly impossible for most congregations by adding a requirement to pay nearly ten
years of apportionments prior to leaving. Additionally, most Annual Conference would withhold approval
regardless of the congregation’s vote or payments. Many Bishops forestalled the implementation because
the legislation was proposed by a thin majority (which may have included a few ineligible votes) even
though the legislation passed with a significant majority. This year, that will likely not happen.
In addition to the usual plans, another was added very late in the game and has received significant press.
The “Protocol” is an agreement on how to agree to separate. If legislation is proposed and the GC agrees to
hear it, this may be the solution the church uses to end the debate. This would allow the more conservative
churches and conferences to leave the UMC, which is actually best for all since they alone are prepared to
function without the institution of the UMC. Should this take place, individual congregations may have to
begin to decide by summertime what happens next.
For now, we do business as usual. Regardless of what happens, our local communities still need us to share
the love of Christ with them at every opportunity. Pray for our leaders and delegates as they determine
what form the denomination will take, but prayerfully do your part to be the church that Jesus sent to a
world in need. Jesus is still our only hope, so let’s share that hope with a world in need of hope.

Peace and Blessings!

Pastor Lee
We would like to wish a very Happy Birthday to everyone who has a birthday this month.
We hope we have all of the birthdays on the calendar. Please let us know if we’ve missed anyone.
**Additions, Corrections or Submissions to the newsletter can be sent to: news@wisconsindellsumc.org

