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Our Stewardship
Digital Donations
We recently changed our online giving partner to reduce our monthly costs but still give our congregation and
guests the chance to support our ministries with donations. Our new partner is Givelify and we
have donations for both churches in one place. Feel free to check out new giving page on our
website or use your phone to scan the little QR code in the bulletin that looks like this —>
You can make a one-time donation to either church, third
Sunday missions, our Bible trail or something else you would
like to support. You can also set donations on a schedule to
make sure you don’t forget or for when you are on vacation.
We wish our bills would stop coming when you’re away, but
they don’t. In any case, the churches thank you for your
generous support and hope this tool allows others to
participate with you.
We hope this new giving system will be useful for you and
also for our guests. Please do take a look and let us know if
anything needs to be corrected or improved.

Thank You for Your Participation in Missions
This month, our 3rd Sunday mission offerings will be taken on June 16th. The Davis Corners congregation
will be collecting for Community Action and the Dells-Delton congregation will be collecting for
local fuel assistance this month. Please support these worthwhile partner ministries with your additional
offering as we work together to bless and care for the communities around us and those much less fortunate.
Please continue to bring items for the Holy Cross and Dells/Delton United Methodist
combined pantry donations. This month we are collecting deodorant products for
the pantry. Please be aware that the pantry is also looking for volunteers to help
them in their current need.
Be sure to check out the Dells/Delton and Davis Corners Facebook pages!
facebook.com/UMCdells or facebook.com/DavisCornersUMC

Our Stewardship
CLOSING THE GAP
12For

if the eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable according
to what one has—not according to what one does not have. (2
Corinthians 8:12)

This year, join me in taking care of the problematic and typical shortfalls in our local church
budgets. Many stewardship books propose a step of 1% of income per year as you grow toward
tithing. In Wisconsin, if the roughly 34,000 giving households increased their giving by an average of
1% of income in 2020, our churches would receive $18 million more in 2020 than in 2019. Overall, we
would increase our giving from 3% to 4% of our collective income.
If you make the median income in Wisconsin, then one percent is about $600. That is $11.54
per week in 2020. Coming up with another $12 per week for the church may take some effort and
sacrifice, but you can see that for most families earning the median, this would be doable.
If your household earns $100,000 per year, one percent is $1,000, or about $19 per week. If your
household earns $25,000 per year, one percent is $250 or just under $5 per week.
Generosity is not a big check; rather, it is these weekly increments that today you will resolve
to give to God in 2020. If you have already pledged, tell them you want to change it, or just starting
giving the additional $5 or $12 or $19 or whatever is 1% of your income over and above your giving
last year.
If most giving units increased their giving in this way, your church would close the budget gap
that people have been worrying about. Apportionments would be paid and delayed maintenance
would be done. More importantly, your congregation would be able to feed the hungry, help the
poor, send youth on mission trips, sponsor missionaries any do good in many other ways. Isn’t this
why you are a church?
Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation

Denomination News
For the Transformation of the World
When I think of all the beautiful people in our Wisconsin United Methodist Churches, I realize that the vast
majority of us enjoy a freedom and safety that the majority of people in our world may never know. Freedom, and
the many entitlements we receive, is too often taken for granted. We truly do not know “how the other half (or twothirds) lives.” I have a deep wish that every United Methodist could travel to other parts of the world where the dayto-day reality is struggle, strife, subsistence, and survival. It is eye opening. It makes one so thankful for all the
blessings we receive. Read more at wisconsinumc.org/index.php?view=article&id=5500

Training Events
The Office of Congregational Development and the New Ministries Strategy Board continually work to support the
development of new ministries within the Wisconsin Conference. Learn more about two of their recent training
events to support church planters, Pioneering Missional Communities and the Coaching Program for New Ministries.
The Pioneering Missional Communities Training Event took place on November 8-9 at Neenah: Faith UMC. Pioneering
Missional Communities focuses on planting teams looking at a missional community, spiritual entrepreneurship
Fresh Expressions, and asset based community development models of church planting.
Pioneering new communities of faith requires imagination, creativity and innovation. It requires adaptability,
discipline, and the ability to organically grow friendships, build networks, and embrace collaboration. Blazing new
trails while building community is an art of building on the strengths in a community, building income for
sustainability and viability. The facilitators of the training event came from PATH1: Rev. Bener Agtarap, Rev. Rachel
Gilmore and Rev. Sharon Williams.
The Coaching Program for New Ministries in the Wisconsin Conference will last for six months. The objective is to
train and prepare the participants of this group to coach church planters and ministry innovators. The facilitators of
this training program are Rev. Paul Nixon and Rev. Beth Estock from the Epicenter Coaching Group.

"Do all the good you can,
By all the means you can,
In all the ways you can,
In all the places you can,
At all the times you can,
To all the people you can,
As long as ever you can.”

“What you are is God's gift to you,
what you become is your gift to God.”
— John Wesley

― Hans Urs von Balthasar

Denomination News
Delegates offer proposal for church unity

Christmas is a time for people to get together, and a group of church leaders is using this festive time to propose a
way for the church to stay together. General Conference delegates and other United Methodists from the central
conferences — church regions in Africa, Europe and the Philippines — released Dec. 19 what they are calling “A
Christmas Covenant: Our Gift of Hope.” The covenant deplores “calls to dissolve or dismember The United Methodist
Church, to liquidate its assets and distribute them to the highest bidder.”
“Such plans are harmful to the Body of Christ through whom people of faith seek to connect and live in gracious
relationships,” the covenant continues. Instead, the covenant proposes the following actions:
• Suspension of all actions furthering any dissolution or separation plans and liquidation and distribution of
the assets of The United Methodist Church.
• Formation of a U.S. regional conference.
• Establishment of legislative equality for central conferences and U.S. jurisdictions.
The Rev. Jonathan Ulanday, one of the covenant signers, noted that in addition to celebrating Christ’s nativity,
Christmas is an auspicious time for the people called Methodist. “The Christmas Conference of 1784 gave birth to the
Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States,” Ulanday, a General Conference delegate and pastor in the
Philippines, said in a press release. “Our prayer is that this Christmas Covenant could be a rallying point for a
renewed and revived United Methodist Church around the world.”
The covenant comes as various proposals to separate or dissolve the multinational denomination head to General
Conference, amid ongoing disputes about the status of LGBTQ people. The church’s top lawmaking body will next
meet May 5-15, 2020, in Minneapolis. The most prominent plans calling for a church split all originated in the US.
The Connectional Table, an international leadership body that acts as a sort of church council for the denomination,
developed the legislation for a U.S. Regional Conference. The Connectional Table’s goal is not to address the
homosexuality debate, but to have a body to take up matters that solely affect the U.S. church and reduce the burden
on General Conference.

Texas church votes to leave denomination

One of the Texas Conference’s largest churches has decided to leave The United Methodist Church. By a 96% margin,
the congregation of Grace Fellowship United Methodist Church, in the Houston suburb of Katy, voted Dec. 15 to
depart. The church plans to join the Indianapolis-based Free Methodist Church denomination. The change requires
other actions and will likely take months to complete. The Rev. Jim Leggett, Grace Fellowship’s pastor, and Texas
Conference Bishop Scott Jones said in separate interviews that they expect the conference to vote Aug. 15, 2020, on
allowing the church to leave .
The denomination Grace Fellowship seeks to join was formed in 1860 by B.T. Roberts and others who felt the
Methodist Episcopal Church should more strongly oppose slavery and not allow pew rentals. These days, the Free
Methodist Church emphasizes its commitment to following Scripture. While welcoming all to its churches, the Free
Methodist Church holds that the Bible defines marriage as between a man and a woman.

Congregational News
Dells-Delton Outreach
Outreach would like to say merry Christmas and happy New Year to every
one, and thank you again for all you do for us. We can't do these fundraiser
events without you. I pray next year we can do as well as we did this year,
with more community involvement and more fellowship.
Outreach will meet next on February 5th at 10am.
God bless you all!
— Outreach Committee

Alter Flowers and Hospitality at Dells-Delton
Holy Cross has invited us to help supply flowers for the altar on Sundays. If you would like
to honor a loved one, acknowledge a birthday, anniversary, special occasion, or for no
particular reason at all, there is a sign up sheet on the wall above the desk in the lounge.
There are also instruction sheets on how to go about doing this for 2020.

Dells-Delton UMW
UMW met Wednesday, Dec.. 4th for our annual Christmas Luncheon at Monk’s at the Wilderness. $70
was collected as UMW’s Christmas gift to our local food pantry. We distributed two dozen goody bags to
children who attended the Christmas Eve service. There will be no meeting in January. Our next meeting
will be at 1 pm at the church Wed., February 5, 2020.

Kitchen Project Update
The kitchen remodeling is nearing completion with walls and flooring being finished the last week of the
year. Cabinets and appliances should be installed in the near future and we will enjoy our new facilities
in the coming year.

Fellowship Sunday
Fellowship Sunday is January 26th. Dells-Delton will be gathering at Pizzeria Uno’s in Lake Delton.

Congregational News
Davis Corners UMW News
Our December UMW meeting was held at the home of Donna De Fossee. Donna served a lovely dinner of
turkey casserole, vegetables and rolls; and pecan or pumpkin pie for dessert. Thank you Donna for being the
hostess with the mostess.
We finalized cookie plates recipients and other Christmas items. It was decided to have our January get
together on January 11th at The Lake Delton, Pizza Ranch.
Since we will not be having a January meeting our next meeting will be Monday, February 3rd, at the home of
Nancy Edwards. Plan to come at noon for dinner and a meeting to follow.
Until then God Bless
Bonnie J. Stratton
UMW President

Bible Studies
Dells-Delton will resume Bible studies on January 2nd and Davis Corners will resume
their weekly Bible study on January 9th. We are hoping to plan some evening events
beginning in the spring, so please let us know if you have any ideas for a study or
discussion group at either church.
Remember that we need to know our faith well in order to share it with others.

Outreach Efforts for 2020
It is time to begin our planning for outreach efforts in 2020 so we reach our neighbors. Both churches have
fellowship events planned around community meals, but we also need to be invitational to others that are not
looking for a meal. Dells-Delton will hopefully find some new ways to engage the J1 community this year, as
well as advertise the Bible Trail for use by visitors to our area. We’re hoping to bring an outdoor worship
service to Davis Corners and engage some of our near-by neighbors. Members of both congregations are
encouraged to suggest something things we can try this year to be useful to those around us, so that they
experience Christ through the works of the churches.

NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
The new year is upon us again. We like to take the new year and make all kinds of promises to ourselves
about how we will change things for the better. The main problem is that we seldom carry through on
those promises to lose weight, eat better, exercise more or spend less. The promises are all good and
usually somewhat reasonable, but the reality is that we don’t seem to consider them important enough to
struggle to keep them.
Change is difficult. Or if you prefer the more quotable version of that— change is never easy. Why is
change so challenging? Perhaps we see things much as Joe Walsh stated: “Life’s been good to me so far.”
Perhaps the change seems too uncomfortable or too big, even when we are the ones choosing to make a
change. In any case, we struggle with change until it is upon us.
But sometimes change is unavoidable. This year, as many of you have already heard, Michelle and I will be
moving to a new residence in the area. We have some idea of how this might work, but the details are still
being worked out. This year, as many of you have likely heard, the United Methodist church will likely
undergo a significant change following the 2020 General Conference meeting in Minneapolis. In both cases,
change is necessary for us to grow and remain healthy.
Michelle and I built our house about twenty years ago to meet the needs and dreams we had at the time.
Our plan was never to move again (since we both hated moving, and there were several major problems)
because we were building our “forever” home. We had, and still have, many things to do; and we love our
home dearly. However, many things have changed and now the only reasonable option remaining is for us
to change the way we live. Although this change is unavoidable, there is also nothing undesirable about
it—in fact, it is our next big adventure in life.
As Christians, we should be able to understand that better than most. At some point, our lives likely
changed because of our walk with Christ. For some of us it was an abrupt change, for some it was hardly
noticeable to us at all; but for all of us it was a change and we are different people today because of our
walk with Christ. That is a very good thing.
So as we move into the next year, I ask you this—what is going to change? We will weather the changes in
the UMC together, but we also need to respond to the changes in the world around us. How will we change
so that people better understand Christ as we live and work alongside them? That is the question we need
to answer so that we are the blessing God intends us to be as His Church.

Peace and Blessings!

Pastor Lee
We would like to wish a very Happy Birthday to everyone who has a birthday this month.
We hope we have all of the birthdays on the calendar. Please let us know if we’ve missed anyone.
**Additions, Corrections or Submissions to the newsletter can be sent to: news@wisconsindellsumc.org

