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Our Stewardship
Digital Donations
We recently changed our online giving partner to reduce our monthly costs but still give our congregation and
guests the chance to support our ministries with donations. Our new partner is Givelify and we
have donations for both churches in one place. Feel free to check out new giving page on our
website or use your phone to scan the little QR code in the bulletin that looks like this —>
You can make a one-time donation to either church, third
Sunday missions, our Bible trail or something else you would
like to support. You can also set donations on a schedule to
make sure you don’t forget or for when you are on vacation.
We wish our bills would stop coming when you’re away, but
they don’t. In any case, the churches thank you for your
generous support and hope this tool allows others to
participate with you.
We hope this new giving system will be useful for you and
also for our guests. Please do take a look and let us know if
anything needs to be corrected or improved.

Thank You for Your Participation in Missions
This month, our 3rd Sunday mission offerings will be taken on June 16th. The Davis Corners congregation
will be collecting for the St. Vincent de Paul Free Clinic and the Dells-Delton congregation will be collecting
for Lou Gehrig’s Disease this month. Please support these worthwhile partner ministries with your
additional offering as we work together to bless and care for the communities around us and those much less
fortunate.
Please continue to bring items for the Holy Cross and Dells/Delton United Methodist
combined pantry donations. This month we are collecting kleenex for the pantry.
Please be aware that the pantry is also looking for volunteers to help them in their
current need.
Be sure to check out the Dells/Delton and Davis Corners Facebook pages!
facebook.com/UMCdells or facebook.com/DavisCornersUMC

Denomination News
Panel Discussion
All are welcome to join us for a time of sharing and exploration of the Traditional Plan passed at General Conference
2019 and the future of the United Methodist Church at Shawano: Church on the Hill United Methodist Church from
1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. on Saturday, October 12, 2019.
A grassroots group of clergy and laity are sponsoring a discussion panel. You will have the opportunity to be blessed
by hearing from a “Speaker’s Panel” that will feature ten speakers from a wide diversity of backgrounds and who
bring a wide diversity of perspectives. Please call Shawano: Church on the Hill at 715.526.5380 or email Claudia
Deede at revcjdeede@hotmail.com to reserve your place at this discussion or should you have any questions..

Worship Workshop
I am excited to announce that Rev. Cathy Townley will be leading her popular
workshop on “Building Worship Bridges” at Tomah: First UMC on October 12,
2019. Many churches from our district have benefited from her leadership training. If
you are looking to see your congregation’s worship renewed and refreshed, please take
a look at the flyer and consider sending a team to this missional approach to worship.
The economical fee of $30 er participant, which includes lunch, offers the opportunity for
pastors and other worship leaders to come together.
— Scott Carlson

Lay Servant Classes
A number of Lay Servant classes are being offered over the next few months. Two will be held in De Soto
at New Hope church on Saturdays: October 26 and November 2 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Cost is $15
Basic Lay Servant Ministry led by Pastor Pam Harkema, Driftless Regional Ministry (Liberty Pole, New
Hope, and Retreat) is a foundation for all courses in lay servant ministries. How are you gifted and how is God calling
you to use your gifts? What spiritual practices are you developing?
Preaching led by Pastor Cheryl Weaver, Prairie du Chien and Eastman Salem UMC is an advanced class. When you
are called to fill the pulpit, how do you prepare and develop a meaningful message? Designed for those who do not
have formal preaching training. Required for lay speaker track of study.
An advanced class on Living Our Beliefs: The United Methodist Way will be offered at Pecatonica on Oct. 20, Oct.
27, Nov. 3, and Nov. 10 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Reverend Paul E. Gregersen will explore a basic explanation of the
beliefs and practices of the UMC as defined in Part II of The Book of Discipline. Uncover a deeper understanding and
experience of Christian faith as you embrace the United Methodist Way.

Denomination News
Annual event becomes forum on church's future
A typical Leadership Institute at the United Methodist Church of the Resurrection offers advice to church leaders for
growing their congregations. Not this year. Some 2,500 United Methodists, overwhelmingly centrist or progressive
on LGBTQ inclusion, gathered to discuss and strategize about the denomination's future in a fragile time.
Just before the meeting, UMCNext posted online its package of petitions for General Conference 2020. The plan calls
for a continuation of The United Methodist Church, and would remove from the Book of Discipline the exclusionary
language and provisions regarding LGBTQ persons. The plan also would ease the departure process for churches or
groups of churches that disagree.

Teaching on church's nature heading to GC2020
The United Methodist Committee on Faith and Order (CFO) has completed its work on a theological statement entitled
Sent in Love: A United Methodist Understanding of the Church. This document is being sent to the 2020 General
Conference for review and adoption as an official teaching statement of The United Methodist Church. If adopted Sent in
Love will take its place alongside other documents such as By Water and the Spirit and This Holy Mystery, both of which
will be up for renewal in the Book of Resolutions at the upcoming General Conference. The Committee on Faith and Order
will also then begin work on a study guide version of the text to aid in the teaching and reception of the document.

9 New England churches consider disaffiliation
Citing the unchanging position of The United Methodist Church on LGBTQ policies, nine congregations in the New
England Conference have notified Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar of their intention to begin an eight-month process of
discernment regarding disaffiliation from the denomination.

Judicial Council sets October oral hearings
Two oral hearings have been set for Oct. 30, during the fall meeting of the United Methodist Judicial Council at the
Hilton Orrington Hotel. The hearings, which are open to the public, are at 9:30 a.m. for Docket 3 and 11 a.m. for
Docket 4. Both dockets involve requests from the United Methodist Council of Bishops related to actions of General
Conference 2019.

"Prayer delights God’s ear; it melts His heart; and opens His hand. God cannot deny a praying soul."
— Thomas Watson

Other News
FOUNDATION STEWARDSHIP NEWS
”In all this I have given you an example that by such work we must support the weak, remembering the words of
the Lord Jesus, for he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” (Acts 20:35)
35

I recently came across a quotation by David Starr Jordan, founding President of Stanford University:
"Wisdom is knowing what to do next; Skill is knowing how to do it, and Virtue is doing it." It caused me to
think about how this applies to generosity.
Knowing That I Should Give: God calls us all to worship God and support the church. Stewardship is faithful
management of all God gives us so that God can use our gifts to transform us spiritually and extend Christ’s
transforming love to others. We are told in Scripture that “God loves a cheerful giver” and that “It is more
blessed to give than to receive.”
Knowing How to Determine What I Should Give: Scripture informs us to love God and love others. Thus, we
should divide our giving between the two. The amount to give to God through the church is the tithe, ten
percent of our income. In order to reach the tithe, we should prayerfully consider what proportion of income to
give, then strive to increase toward the goal of tithing, usually by about one percent of income per year.
Although some of our tithe will go to the needy, we should consider another proportion of income to give to
those in need.

The Virtue of Giving: The real issue is not whether we give 10%, but what we will do with the entire 100%.
John Wesley believed in the spiritual discipline summed up as “earn all you can, save all you can, give all you
can.” Wesley believed that after earning money honestly and spending only what we need on our families
and ourselves, we should give the rest away. Surely, using this approach, he would anticipate that our giving
would be much more than the tithe of ten percent. His was.
Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation

2030 targeted for end of world hunger
WASHINGTON (UM News) — Hunger in the U.S. has been falling and it’s possible the world could be rid of it by 2030,
according to Bread for the World Institute. But there are strong barriers against that happening, including climate
change, war and the inequality of women.

"Radical obedience to Christ is not easy... It's not comfort, not health, not wealth, and not prosperity in this
world. Radical obedience to Christ risks losing all these things. But in the end, such risk finds its reward in
Christ. And he is more than enough for us."
— David Platt, Radical: Taking Back Your Faith from the American Dream

Congregational News
Dells-Delton Outreach
Outreach is looking for items for our rummage sale which is October 4th
8:00am to 5:00pm and October 5th 8:00am to 2:00pm. The drop off time is
Thursday October 3rd after 1:00pm. Please make sure everything is
marked! The proceeds are going to our own Bible walk. Dave is working on
getting three benches made so people can sit and enjoy some nature.
Thank you every one for your items and helping us out.
May god bless you all.
There will be an Outreach committee meeting at 10am , Wednesday, October 10th.
— Outreach Committee

Altar Flowers and Hospitality at Dells-Delton
Holy Cross has invited us to help supply flowers for the altar on Sundays. If you would like
to honor a loved one, acknowledge a birthday, anniversary, special occasion, or for no
particular reason at all, there is a sign up sheet on the wall above the desk in the lounge.
There are also instruction sheets on how to go about doing this for 2019.

Dells-Delton UMW
UMW met Wednesday, Sept. 4th. Secretary’s reports were given for April, May and June. UMW did not
meet in July and August. Treasurer’s report was given. Our 2019-2020 schedule was confirmed. Next
month’s meeting will be held October 3rd at 1pm and UMW must pass our budget for 2020.

Kitchen Project Update
The Kitchen will be reconstructed late November and be completed before Christmas. Please give your
thanks to all that have been working on committees to make this happen.

Fellowship Sunday
Fellowship Sunday is October 27th. Dells-Delton will be gathering at Uno’s. Davis Corners will have
Fellowship Sundays on October 6th and 27th at the hall.

Congregational News
Bible Trail
We continue working on the Bible path and any physical or monetary help is still greatly appreciated. Please
contact Dave Nelson or Pastor Lee if you are able to assist in any way. We are hoping to have a committee in
place by this winter to coordinate care for this trail in the future. Please look for our recent article in the
Dells Events and let your friends and neighbors know about our beautiful walking trail. We also hope to
advertise this well over the summer and introduce our visitors and neighbors to this walk of faith.

Bible Studies
Davis Corners has resumed their weekly Bible studies in the Gospel of John, and the
weekly study at Dells-Delton will continue through the book of Revelation. We are
also hoping to plan some evening events throughout the fall, so look for our
educational opportunities and join us whenever you can.
We would also like to encourage everyone to bring you suggestions for studies or
discussion you would like to see us offer throughout the year. We are looking for ideas for a weekly or
monthly series, and also one time sessions like the Question & Answer session we had a few months ago.
Christian education is all about strengthening your faith, so let our education team see if we can bring up
topics you want to discuss.

Davis Corners UMW News
Our September UMW meeting was held at the church hall. Nancy Edwards served a delicious
supper of lasagna, salad and garlic bread, followed by dessert. Thank you Nancy!!!!
We donated: $250 to the St. Vincent de Paul Free Clinic, $100 Safe Harbor Homeless Shelter, $100 River Haven Homeless
Shelter, $200 Feline/Canine Rescue and $200 Community Action Council. We will be having UMW Sunday on October
6th. Our annual Soup Supper will be on Saturday, October 26th from 4 - 7 pm. The next UMW meeting will be on
Monday, October 7th at 2 pm at the church hall. Our hostess will be Diane Elderkin.
Until then
God Bless
Bonnie J. Stratton, UMW President

"Faith does not eliminate questions. But faith knows where to take them ."
— Elisabeth Elliot, A Chance to Die: The Life and Legacy of Amy Carmichael

Congregational News
Davis Corners United Methodist Church Council Meeting

June 24, 2019

Members Present: Jan Thompson, Bob and Jolene Schuster, Helen and Butch Miotke, Diane Elderkin, Tim
Stratton, Bonnie Stratton, Pastor Lee, Donna DeFosse, and Liz Phillips.
The meeting was called to order by Donna at 5:45 p.m. Donna led in prayer.
The minutes from the May meeting were handed out and looked over.
Treasurers report: Jan reports all bills paid and all deposits made.
Memorial secretary’s report: Helen reports $ 3138.37 in the memorial account.
Pastors report: He reports having some studying to do for school.
Financial report: Diane reports $14,879.09 yet owed to Dells Delton.
Nominations: No meeting yet
Membership: Nothing to report.
SPRC: No meeting yet this year.
Trustees: will check to see if someone would cut the pine for carving. Bonnie will prune the burning bush
that did not leaf out this year.
UMW: Bonnie read the minutes from the last meeting.
Hall Committee: Jolene was to open the hall for the cemetery meeting. Jan did it .
Communion: everything good.
Old business: Donna and Dan put up the new sign on Cty B.
New Business: Church conference news, It was interesting but not much was accomplished. The
apportionments that we send go to three different areas. We will be able to decide where we want ours to
go. Diane made a motion and Jolene second to send our apportionments as we have been to all three areas.
The Annual Conference the next 4 years will be in Green Bay.
Our next meeting will be on August 12 at 5:30 p.m.
Jolene made a motion and Diane second to approve all committee reports and adjourn the meeting. Pastor
closed in prayer. 7:00p.m.
Respectfully submitted
Liz Phillips

"Living by faith means listening to Jesus and choosing to trust him moment by moment "
— Matt Eachus

Congregational News
Dells-Delton Council Meeting
May 19, 2019
Attending: Sue White, Pastor Lee, Bob Spargo, Kathy Spargo, Kathy Radcliff, Pat Holton, Dave Nelson, Shirley
Nelson
Minutes: Moved to accept by Kathy R, seconded by Anita. Passed.
Treasurers Report: We are still in the black. Memorial fund was discussed. Moved to accept by Sue,
seconded by Kathy R.
Old Business: Still need to do the audit/fund report.
New Business: Pastor announced a conference evangelist interactive musical service for July 21. Iva is no
longer able to do communion, so Shirley will take over.
Outreach: Pie social on June 8.
Finance: Received money as memorial to Todd Nelson, and have decided to redo the lounge furniture in
memory of Todd. Kalahari carpenters will build a coffee station.
Building Corp: We have roof problems due to ants, which have softened the roof. Traps have been set.
Orcan will take care of it.
Worship: The committee is looking into a church directory.
UMW: $860 was made on the salad luncheon. The June meeting will be at Riverwalk Pub at noon.
Pastors Report: No report.
Next Meeting: July 7.

Respectfully submitted,
Kathy Spargo, sec.

"The invitation is to go deeper in hearing Him and walking with Him in every area of life
- the call to intimacy with God "
— Angie Wagler, All My Rooms

NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
The summer is coming to a close and some of the travellers and student workers are starting to
disappear. Occasionally there are life changes where things are not the way they were, but there
are still blessings to be found and enjoyed.
On Sundays, we have been looking at the journey the Israelites were taking through the
wilderness after leaving Egypt. That is a rather unremarkable way of saying that they were
rescued from slavery, and were led and provided for by God all along the way. But on this journey,
they too seemed to forget all of the provision they had been given. They constantly wished for the
things that had while they were slaves in Egypt.
Never mind the fact that they never lacked for anything, except when God expected them to ask
for help. Never mind the fact that they were no longer slaves, but enjoyed all the blessings that
travelling with God provided them. Never mind the fact that they had a visible reminder that God
was with them as they had never had before this journey. They still wanted what they left behind
because this journey was different.
They missed meat, though their bellies were always full and they ate the sweetest of foods. They
worried over everything they didn’t see, as if God would let them die. They ignored instructions at
every turn, as if God did not know what He was telling them. But God knew exactly what was
going to happen, and He told them His expectations.
We haven’t learned too much from those Israelites and their lack of trust. We find ourselves in the
same places; worrying about what will happen next and afraid to step forward in faith, trusting
that the ground will form under our feet when God directs our steps. We see the students in the
Dells, many of them from far away, coming here and trusting that their jobs and housing will all
work out. Hoping that things will be as good as they have heard or wished they could be.
We need to listen and hear when God calls us to something new. We all like to hesitate. We are
comfortable, and we are blessed. But sometimes God calls us to something different, which we
may not call “better.” The thing is, God plans changes for a reason. Sometimes to develop trust or
to make us grow, but always to show us who He is. That is a good thing, because sometimes we
forget to marvel at this God who loves us even though we don’t deserve it at all.
Peace and Blessings!

Pastor Lee
We would like to wish a very Happy Birthday to everyone who has a birthday this month.
We hope we have all of the birthdays on the calendar. Please let us know if we’ve missed anyone.
**Additions, Corrections or Submissions to the newsletter can be sent to: news@wisconsindellsumc.org

