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Our Stewardship
Digital Donations
We recently changed our online giving partner to reduce our monthly costs but still give our congregation and
guests the chance to support our ministries with donations. Our new partner is Givelify and we
have donations for both churches in one place. Feel free to check out new giving page on our
website or use your phone to scan the little QR code in the bulletin that looks like this —>
You can make a one-time donation to either church, third
Sunday missions, our Bible trail or something else you would
like to support. You can also set donations on a schedule to
make sure you don’t forget or for when you are on vacation.
We wish our bills would stop coming when you’re away, but
they don’t. In any case, the churches thank you for your
generous support and hope this tool allows others to
participate with you.
We hope this new giving system will be useful for you and
also for our guests. Please do take a look and let us know if
anything needs to be corrected or improved.

Thank You for Your Participation in Missions
This month, our 3rd Sunday mission offerings will be taken on June 16th. The Davis Corners congregation
will be collecting for Camp American Legion and the Dells-Delton congregation will be collecting for
Heifer International this month. Please support these worthwhile partner ministries with your additional
offering as we work together to bless and care for the communities around us and those much less fortunate.
Please continue to bring items for the Holy Cross and Dells/Delton United Methodist
combined pantry donations. This month we are collecting adult diapers for the
pantry. Please be aware that the pantry is also looking for volunteers to help them
in their current need.
Be sure to check out the Dells/Delton and Davis Corners Facebook pages!
facebook.com/UMCdells or facebook.com/DavisCornersUMC

Denomination News
Wisconsin Conference Seeking Accounting Clerk
Our Conference Personnel Committee approved a request to hire an accountant to help
with the responsibilities of our Conference’s Finance & Administration Office. With
excitement we announce the promotion of Lisa Adler from Accounting Clerk to Accountant! Lisa has been with
the Conference for over two years and has proven to be a tremendous asset. Now we are seeking an Accounting
Clerk to fill her previous role. The position is full-time and non-exempt, reporting to the Conference Treasurer &
Director of Administration. Please e-mail TreasurerOffice@WisconsinUMC.org with any questions.

Sharon Cook to Leave Wisconsin Conference Staff
Rev. Sharon Cook, Coordinator of Camps, Retreats, and Age-Level Ministries, will be leaving her conference staff
position, effective June 30. Sharon has been an effective and visionary leader in our Camp and Retreat ministries, has
provided excellent direction to our ministries with young people, and has offered incisive and thoughtful support to
many of our program boards and agencies. Sharon is a powerful strategic thinker who will be greatly missed by our
Conference. Sharon is preparing to explore some new, exciting ministry opportunities and we extend thoughts,
prayers, and blessings as she enters her next phase of ministry. Sharon came to the Conference staff in 2014,
following pastoral appointments in Waunakee (Crossroads UMC) and Madison (Bethany UMC).

Church continues grappling with GC2019 vote (from UMNS)
The decision of the 2019 United Methodist General Conference was not the last word for many in the denomination.
Every day seems to bring another public statement in support of LGBTQ people and their role in The United
Methodist Church or in defense of the Traditional Plan, which states homosexuality is “incompatible with Christian
teaching.” At least one Florida pastor has officiated at a same-sex wedding on March 16 in defiance of that plan,
which goes into effect in January. A formal complaint has been filed against that pastor.
Meanwhile, the Wesleyan Covenant Association, which supports the Traditional Plan, announced on May 17 that it is
creating a $100,000 Central Conference Ministry Fund to counterbalance plans by some United Methodists who say
they will withhold funding from the central conferences because they believe a majority of delegates from outside the
U.S. supported the Traditional Plan. The first $200,000 given to the fund will be matched. “By giving to the Central
Conference Ministry Fund, donors can be assured that the work of churches and annual and central conferences
outside of the United States are not adversely impacted by the conflict in the UM Church,” Keith Boyette, president of
the Wesleyan Covenant Association, wrote in an article announcing the fund.

"Christian life consists of faith and charity."

— Martin Luther

Denomination News
Addendum to the Book of Discipline Now Available
Nashville, May 17 - The United Methodist Publishing House has published an Addendum to the 2016
Book of Discipline containing the changes to the Book of Discipline resulting from the 2019 Special
Session of the General Conference.
The new text of each paragraph or subparagraph affected is included in the Addendum. These will replace the
corresponding portions printed in the 2016 Book of Discipline, and should be used when preparing petitions to the
2020 General Conference. The majority of these changes will become effective on January 1, 2020 for annual
conferences in the United States of America, and will become effective twelve months after the close of the 2020
General Conference for those in central conferences. The new subparagraph 1504.23, new paragraph 2553, and the
amended Clergy Retirement Security Program (CRSP) became effective at the close of the 2019 General Conference.
Petitions passed by the 2019 General Conference that have been declared unconstitutional by the Judicial Council
have not been included in this Addendum, as they have resulted in no changes to Book of Discipline paragraphs they
addressed. The Addendum also contains the most recent version of the Book of Discipline Errata, with other updates
and corrections to the Book of Discipline made during the 2017-2020 Quadrennium. Further updates or corrections,
if any, will be published periodically as necessary through the end the Quadrennium in 2020.

Council of Bishops Affirms Work on U.S. Structure
The Council of Bishops of The United Methodist Church approved a motion to work with the Connectional Table (CT) on
proposed legislation for General Conference 2020 to create a regional structure similar to that of a central conference for
churches in the United States. The proposed legislation, developed this quadrennium by the CT’s U.S. Contextual
Ministries Advisory Group, puts forth a two-stage process for creating the regional conference:



Stage I creates a Committee on U.S. Matters, an interim legislative committee that will handle U.S.-specific issues
until the final regional conference is established; and
 Stage II establishes the U.S. regional conference, which will adopt a structure and function similar to a central
conference.
“We are pleased that we have received the official support of the Council of Bishops, as well as others, as we continue to
work on what we see as a critical need for the church,” says Judi Kenaston, convener of the CT’s U.S. Contextual Ministries
group. “As the Standing Committee on Central Conference Matters completes their work on a General Book of Discipline,
we see this proposal giving the churches in the United States a way to do the adaptable work that will be required and
which is already being done in the Central Conferences.”

"[Don’t mistake] God’s patience with sinners for the idea that God is tolerant of sin "

— William Farley

Other News
FOUNDATION STEWARDSHIP NEWS
Are you giving to the church in all the ways you could or should be giving? You may be supporting this year’s
budget, but what about the future of the church, missional support, and special projects? Are you providing
for these as well?
I think of the church’s assets and giving as an ice-cream cone. The church’s assets such as the building,
parsonage, and endowments as the cone. Essential, but not very appetizing all by themselves.
Annual budget giving is the first scoop. It is needed and provides basic support and flavor to the church.
However, too often, this is where we stop thinking about supporting the church. What about other scoops?
What about missions? Mission-related giving can include apportionments (sometimes paid with the annual
budget, sometimes not), conference projects, Special Sundays, UMCOR, national and international
advance projects and support of individual missionaries. Are you thinking about your offering for missions
this year? These are usually donations over and above what is collected for the annual budget.
What about planned giving? Planned giving provides for the future of the church when you are no longer
around. Have you included the church in your will or as a beneficiary to your investment accounts or life
insurance? Ten percent is a good number, leaving plenty for your family.
Finally, what about special projects. Capital fundraising can support new ministry, ministry growth, new
building or renovation and maintenance of existing structures. Remember the Imagine No Malaria
campaign a couple of years back that raised over one million dollars?
Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation

United Methodist man's life lights the way
SAN JOSE, Calif. — As co-founder of Lighting for Literacy, United Methodist Doug McNeil has, literally, brought light to
thousands of people around the world. After a diagnosis of ALS, he remains committed to positive change. McNeil
started the program with the help of Los Gatos United Methodist Church and Los Gatos Morning Rotary. Students
build compact, renewable LED lighting systems that provide four hours of light for people living off the power grid,
allowing them the opportunity to read and do homework. The systems are shipped worldwide to provide access to
light and cell phone charging, brightening the futures of youth.

"Love will never say “No, that’s not possible.” It will always trust that the dreams of others are attainable,
and that their circumstances are improvable."
— Paula Casill, My Brother's Keeper

Congregational News
Dells-Delton Outreach
Outreach is looking forward to serving our friends and neighbors at our
first annual Dells-Delton UMC Pie Social is Saturday June 8, 2019. A thank
you in advance to the ones that are bringing pies, serving and helping in
any way. We pray it will be a blessing to everyone!
There will be no Outreach committee meeting in June.
— Outreach Committee

Alter Flowers and Hospitality at Dells-Delton
Holy Cross has invited us to help supply flowers for the altar on Sundays. If you would like
to honor a loved one, acknowledge a birthday, anniversary, special occasion, or for no
particular reason at all, there is a sign up sheet on the wall above the desk in the lounge.
There are also instruction sheets on how to go about doing this for 2019.

Dells-Delton UMW
Our annual Salad Luncheon was Thursday, May 2nd. We made $860 which will support both local
charities as well as national and international United Methodist Women missionaries and charities. We
will meet next at noon on Wednesday, June 5th, at River Walk Pub for our spring lunch.

Kitchen Project Update
We are continuing to wait on some final decisions for appliances and layouts. The delays will likely push
the project back to winter. Please contact a member of the Corporation Board if you have questions.

Fellowship Sunday
Fellowship Sunday is June 23rd. Dells-Delton will be gathering at Pizza Pub.

Bible Path
We have begun working on the Bible path and any physical or monetary help is still greatly appreciated.
Please contact Dave Nelson or Pastor Lee if you are able to assist in any way. We hope to advertise this
well over the summer and introduce our visitors and neighbors to this walk of faith.

Congregational News
Summer Office Hours
Pastor Lee will have weekly office hours on Thursdays during the summer.
The office will be open at various other times during the week, and always by
appointment. Please remember, you always reach Pastor Lee if you call the office;
so do call anytime you need something or if you would like to stop by the office.
Have a great summer season and we will see you in church and around the Dells!

Bible Studies
Davis Corners will be suspending their weekly Bible studies for the remainder of the
summer, but the weekly study at Dells-Delton will continue uninterrupted. We will
also be planning some evening events throughout the summer, so look for our
educational opportunities and join us whenever you can.
We would also like to encourage everyone to bring you suggestions for studies or discussion you would like
to see us offer throughout the year. We are looking for ideas for a weekly or monthly series, and also one
time sessions like the Question & Answer session we had a few months ago. Christian education is all about
strengthening your faith, so let our education team see if we can bring up topics you want to discuss.

Davis Corners United Methodist Church council Meeting November 11
Member present: Bob and Jolene Schuster, Donna DeFosse, Pastor Lee, Butch and Helen Miotke, Jan
Thompson, Diane Elderkin, bonnie Stratton, and Liz Phillips.
Pastor says he needs the form for the ministry plan.. We have our third Sunday offerings planned thru
the end of the year. Rosa’s family donated a clock that will be put up in the back of the church. Meeting
adjourned at 10:20 a.m.
Respectfully submitted
Liz Phillips

"Lasting service comes when we serve God from His acceptance, not for His acceptance."
— Bryan Chapell

Congregational News
Davis Corners United Methodist Church Council Meeting

October 8, 2018

Members present: Jolene and Bob Schuster, Jan Thompson, Donna DeFosse, Nancy Edwards, Tim Stratton,
Diane Elderkin, Rose Fisher, Bonnie Stratton, Liz Phillps, and Pastor Lee.
Donna opened the meeting at 5:40 p.m. Pastor Lee led in prayer.
The minutes of the last meeting were handed out and looked over
Treasurer’s report: Jan reports all bills paid and all receipts. We received a check from our insurance for
storm damages. Walts tree service was paid to take down the leaning pine.
Memorial sec. report: no expenditures
Nominations: Had meeting everything taken care of.
Mission: waiting to have meeting
Worship: Had meeting
SPRC: Had a meeting 9-27-2018. Pastor put the budget on the screen. We may have a problem meeting our
budget in the coming year. Jolene made a motion and Jan second to accept the reports. Passed
Trustees: there was discussion on the damaged trees. The septic tank has a couple of cracks in one of the
lids. May need a new one. Will get new filters for the hall furnace.
Audit: Done
UMW: Bonnie gave a report on the UMW meeting. November 5 will be the potluck at 5:30 p.m.
Hall committee: everything good
Communion : everything good
New business: There will be a Thanksgiving service on Tues, Nov. 20 at 7:00 p.m. at Dells Delton Next
meeting will be Nov. 11 after church. Jolene made a motion and Nancy second to close meeting. Passed 7:00
p.m. Pastor closed with a prayer.

Respectfully submitted
Liz Phillips

"Living by faith means listening to Jesus and choosing to trust him moment by moment "
— Matt Eachus

Congregational News
Dells-Delton Council Meeting
March 10, 2019
Attending: Sue White, Pastor Lee, Bob Spargo, Kathy Spargo, Kathy Radcliff, Michelle Bushweiler, Judy
Nelson, Joe Nelson, Pat Holton, Melody Hinkel, Tim Hinkel
Minutes: Moved to accept by Sue, seconded by Kathy R. Passed.
Treasurers Report: We ended the year in the black. Kathy R moved to accept the report, Pat seconded.
Passed.
Old Business: We are behind on the audit, and need to get Bob Steinweg and Dave K on it.
New Business: Sue would like us to look into bad roads on Sunday mornings, and what to do about that. If
Pastor can make it, we will hold church. We need to put together a church directory for a calling tree, and
we need to update the lists. Sue said the potluck should reach out to people to come to church.
Outreach: Pot luck will be March 31. They are planning a pie social on June 8, where they will sell pies and
offer lunch. They donated $100 toward improvements to the Bible path.
Finance: Did not meet.
Building Corp: The kitchen project is on hold right now. They are looking at approving the working plans. It
will happen after the salad luncheon. We have trees that need to be taken down, and need to fix a roof spot
in the nursery. We have a new garbage can to replace one with a hole in it. All garbage has to be in bags.
The wheelchair is not safe, so it will be gone.
Worship: The committee is looking at an evening Good Friday service.
UMW: They are looking into providing goodie bags for visitors to our church. The salad luncheon is May 2.
Pastors Report: Talked about issues in closed session.
Next Meeting: April 14.
Respectfully submitted,
Kathy Spargo, sec.

"The invitation is to go deeper in hearing Him and walking with Him in every area of life
- the call to intimacy with God "
— Angie Wagler, All My Rooms

NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
Summer has finally arrived and it is time for Annual Conference. Most of you know that I prefer to avoid
topics of Annual and General Conference, however the time has come to address some of the behavior
cropping up here in Wisconsin. Most of you may also vaguely remember that I presented a series about
being a Methodist shortly after I began serving with you in Wisconsin Dells. I hope you realize that I think
Wesley made a lot of mistakes but also reminded us of the basic work of the people of faith.
So what is the problem? The problem is that we are forgetting what it means to be Methodist.
Methodist have long understood that we are the church together. We may not always agree, but we move
forward together or we choose to leave. I am greatly troubled that those who disagree with the legislation
passed by our global community are now threatening to withhold funding from those they disagree.
Specifically, I cannot believe the US church would threaten to not pay promised funds to African churches
and schools, and call them colonialist strongholds.
Using blackmail as a tool within the church is an abomination of the highest order. Not only do you injure
those with whom you are in ministry together, not oly do you refuse to bless those who are with you, but
you ask them to violate their conscience for money. This makes no sense other than an attempt to destroy
the church by forcing them to accept what they believe is wrong.
I wonder if this is why Paul closes 1 Corinthians 8 with these words in verse 13: Therefore, if food causes
my brother to stumble, I will never eat meat again, so that I will not cause my brother to stumble.
Paul knew that you don’t divide a church over your own freedom. Christ freed us to be free, but not to
cause others to fall. Paul warned the Corinthians that the should never force their brothers and sisters to
accept what they wanted to do, even if they had the freedom to do so.
We can argue all day about whether or not the argument over sexuality is right or wrong, but to use
extortion as a tool to changes someone’s mind is never right. Wisconsin is not exempt. The Annual
Conference will be asked to vote on suspending Conference policy to pay apportionments and instead only
pay the amount we have leftover, at the end of the year, after meeting our Wisconsin budget.
I hope the faithful at Dells-Delton and Davis Corners never think of giving just their leftovers for the
ministry of God in our area. If we do that, we surely will have forgotten how richly He has blessed us and
we will have forsaken our first love as the body of Christ. Christ blesses us to bring others to Him and do
our best to remain holy. If we think we can blackmail those who disagree with us, perhaps it is time to
check out our Christian (moral) compass because something has become severely broken.

Peace and Blessings!

Pastor Lee
We would like to wish a very Happy Birthday to everyone who has a birthday this month.
We hope we have all of the birthdays on the calendar. Please let us know if we’ve missed anyone.
**Additions, Corrections or Submissions to the newsletter can be sent to: news@wisconsindellsumc.org

