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Our Stewardship
Digital Donations
We recently changed our online giving partner to reduce our monthly costs but still give our congregation and
guests the chance to support our ministries with donations. Our new partner is Givelify and we
have donations for both churches in one place. Feel free to check out new giving page on our
website or use your phone to scan the little QR code in the bulletin that looks like this —>
You can make a one-time donation to either church, third
Sunday missions, our Bible trail or something else you would
like to support. You can also set donations on a schedule to
make sure you don’t forget or for when you are on vacation.
We wish our bills would stop coming when you’re away, but
they don’t. In any case, the churches thank you for your
generous support and hope this tool allows others to
participate with you.
We hope this new giving system will be useful for you and
also for our guests.
Please do take a look and let us know if anything needs to be
corrected or improved.

Thank You for Your Participation in Missions
This month, the 3rd Sunday mission offerings will be taken on April 21st, Easter Sunday. The Davis Corners
congregation will be collecting for the Salvation Army and the Dells-Delton congregation will be collecting
for Chron’s Disease this month. Please support these worthwhile partner ministries with your additional
offering as we work together to bless and care for the communities around us and
those much less fortunate.
Please continue to bring items for the Holy Cross and Dells/Delton United Methodist
combined pantry donations. This month we are collecting laundry soap for the
panty. Please be aware that the pantry is also looking for volunteers to help them in
their current need.
Be sure to check out the Dells/Delton and Davis Corners Facebook pages!
facebook.com/UMCdells or facebook.com/DavisCornersUMC

Denomination News
Letter from Bishop Jung
You are in my heart and in my prayers. We are so divided over our beliefs about human sexuality and these
emotional issues sometimes make us act and behave in harmful and unkind ways. We, intentionally and
unintentionally, continue to do great harm to LGBTQI+ persons, and our attitudes and beliefs about the gay
community cause great divisions within our fellowship. This is also made clear by all the heartfelt and faithful
leaders who signed the statement of “Sacred Resistance and Call to Action.” What became crystal clear to me
at this special 2019 General Conference is how deeply injured we are, and how deeply we stand in need of
God’s healing grace.
I am hearing “Bishop, why did you not stand with us?” But I am hearing that from the LGBTQ+ community,
and from the supporters of the Traditional Plan, and from supporters of the One Church Plan, and plans for
exit, and plans for unity – I am hearing it from everyone. All I can say is that I am standing for my faith in Jesus
Christ, my love for The United Methodist Church, and for all my Beloved siblings in and beyond the Wisconsin
Annual Conference.
I hear that many of you have had enough, that you are exhausted by the fighting, that you feel the church is no
longer your church. This makes me very sad, but I understand you, I affirm you, and I love you. But I must be
clear, I will stay and fight. I will stay and fight for the church I believe God wants us to be – one body with
many members. I do not believe God is finished with us, and I will dedicate myself to a loving, caring,
inclusive, and united church. It may look impossible, but what is impossible for weak, broken people is still
possible for our God of love.
[The entire letter is available on the Conference website.]

Group advises to add 5 bishops
A United Methodist leadership body unanimously backed a plan that both changes the church’s map in Africa
and adds five new bishops to the denomination’s fastest-growing region. The Standing Committee on Central
Conference Matters on March 26 approved legislation that, starting in 2021, adds a new central conference to
the continent and increases the number of African bishops from 13 to 18.
The legislation now heads to the 2020 General Conference, the next gathering of the denomination’s top
lawmaking assembly. Establishing a new central conference requires a two-thirds majority vote at General
Conference. The delegates, by a simple majority, also determine the number of bishops the denomination will
fund..

Denomination News
Welcome New Associate Conference Lay Leader
The Wisconsin Conference is pleased to announce that Ben Brancel has accepted the position
of Associate Conference Lay Leader. We welcome Ben to the Conference Board of Laity and
to ministry in the Wisconsin Annual Conference! Ben has experience as a Wisconsin
politician and former legislator who served as the Wisconsin Secretary of Agriculture until
his retirement in 2017. He also managed a dairy operation for 22 years, and now runs a 290-acre beef farm with his
wife, son and daughter-in-law. Ben has been actively involved at Briggsville UMC and with the Conference..
“Ben is a spiritually centered disciple of Christ, a member of a faithful multi-generational family who are life-long
active members of Briggsville UMC. Ben loves God and loves God’s people,” says Deanna Shimko, Conference Lay
Leader and Chair of the Conference Board of Laity. “Ben’s professional experience in the Wisconsin Legislature and
the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture; service on the Board of Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation and
Wisconsin Conference Episcopacy Committee; long-time operation of large family farm with livestock; leadership in
the professional agri-business community; and active membership and leadership at Briggsville UMC have given Ben
the opportunity to develop deep and wide skills that equip him well to serve a diverse lay constituency and function
successfully within the Wisconsin Annual Conference UMC organizational structure.”

Basic Lay Servant Course - Introduction to Lay Servant Ministry
The Class on Saturday, April 27, 2019, 09:30am - 03:30pm at Dodgeville United Methodist Church is
the required first step for becoming a Lay Servant or Lay Speaker in the United Methodist Church, and
for the Advanced Lay Servant courses.
Participants are encouraged to discover and employ personal spiritual gifts as God intended, and to
consider the importance of exercising servant leadership, developing future leaders, remaining rooted
in consistent spiritual practices, and being part of a group that holds members accountable in their
discipleship.
The required text is “Lay Servant Ministries Basic Course Participant’s Book” (ISBN #978-0-88177-627
-0) and may be purchased from The Upper Room Bookstore, or Amazon.com.
Course cost: $25 if text is purchased separately, $35 if instructor purchases text. Fee is for
facility rental, instructional materials and instructor’s mileage. Please bring a bag lunch.
Contact Rev Dr Barbara Cook, dbcook54@gmail.com or phone: 608.778.6084 for
registration or questions.
Registration Deadline is April 25, 2019

Other News
Springs UMC
There was a fire at The Springs UMC in Plover on Monday morning. The cause is still unknown, but thankfully
no one was inside the building at the time of the fire. Please keep the congregation and community in your
prayers. If you would like to donate to the Springs UMC to support the church as they recover from the fire,
make a check payable to your local church with "Fund 7999: Miscellaneous – Plover Fire" in the check memo.
Church Treasurers will then forward the donations to the Conference Finance Office along with your church’s
monthly apportionments.

Apportionments
Apportionments are a strong Methodist tradition and we support communities both local and worldwide. We
are a connectional denomination with missions and ministries directly impacting the lives of people in 136
countries. In light of the outcome of General Conference there have been a few persons who asked if they could
give to Apportionments, but restrict their giving from supporting certain places or people.
The response is that churches who give to Apportionments cannot specify where they want their funds to go or
not go. Apportionments support the entire Conference Budget as a whole and it is critical that we support all of
the ministries of our Conference.

General Conference Delegate Candidate Forms due April 5
At the 2019 Session of the Wisconsin Annual Conference in June, we will be electing three Lay and three Clergy
Delegates to the 2020 General Conference and another three Lay and three Clergy Delegates to the North
Central Jurisdictional Conference. If you are ready, willing and able to make the required commitments and
would like to be considered as a candidate for election, please complete the Delegate Candidate Form and
submit to the Conference Secretary by Friday, April 5, 2019. Submission of a full biographical sketch is not
required, but it does indicate your interest and dedication to serving as a delegate, and provides valuable
information for those who are voting.

Wisconsin United Methodists Sign Statement
A group of United Methodists in Wisconsin signed the statement of “Sacred Resistance and Call to Action.” The
statement is addressed to Bishop Jung and the Cabinet of the Wisconsin Conference, calling on them to, “lead us
into being a radically inclusive church, fully affirming LGBTQIA+ people, which we understand as the promise of
the incarnation.”

"It is difficult to rebuke well; that is, at a right time, in a right spirit, and in a right manner."
— John Henry Newman

Congregational News
Dells-Delton Outreach
Save the date of June 8, 2019—we are going to have a pie social, with
barbecue and chips, piece of pie and beverage for 5.00. We will be asking
members if anyone is able to donate a pie or two. We will sell whole pies
remaining and invite everyone to walk our bible path. We all look forward
to working with you again on this project, and thank you for all you do for
us and the church.

Alter Flowers and Hospitality at Dells-Delton
Holy Cross has invited us to help supply flowers for the altar on Sundays. If you would
like to honor a loved one, acknowledge a birthday, anniversary, special occasion, or for no
particular reason at all, there is a sign up sheet on the wall above the desk in the lounge.
There are also instruction sheets on how to go about doing this for 2019.

Dells-Delton UMW
We met March 6th at 1pm, Anita provided the treats. Kathy reminded us of UMW opportunities in
Mauston and Merrimac. Five of us attended Mauston’s UMW Lenten Breakfast on March 23rd and it
was very well attended by many churches. The food was delicious and the “bible verse hunt” really
made us think.
We will meet next on April 3rd at 1 pm.

Kitchen Project Update
We are waiting on working drawings for the updates to our kitchen. Once the Corporation Board
reviews these plans, we will make them available for the congregations to see what we hope to
accomplish. Once we have the plans, we will put everything out for bid and hope to be on contractors’
schedules by late summer. Please contact a member of the Corporation Board if you have questions.

Fellowship Sunday
Fellowship Sunday is April 26th. Dells-Delton will be gathering at Monk’s at the Wilderness.

Bible Path
Any physical or monetary help with the Bible path would be greatly appreciated. Please contact Dave
Nelson or Pastor Lee if you are able to assist in any way. We will begin work once the snow leaves.

Congregational News
Davis Corners UMW News
Six of us attended and thoroughly enjoyed the Lenten Breakfast provided by the Mauston UMW
March 23rd.
Our rummage sale will be July 5 & 6, so start saving your unwanted items. UMW Sunday will be
October 6 followed by our Soup Supper on Saturday the 26th. The next UMW meeting will be on
Monday, April 1st at Jan Thompson’s home at 12:30 pm.
Until then God Bless
Bonnie J. Stratton

Weekly Bible Studies
We welcome one and all to our weekly Tuesday afternoon Bible Study at 1:00
PM at Davis Corners and Thursday morning Bible Study at 10:00 AM at DellsDelton. Check your schedule and see if you can make some time to join us to
learn and understand the Bible. Ask Pastor or one of the congregants to find out
which book we are currently studying.

Lenten Study at Dells-Delton
We will be having a Lenten study and soup supper 6:30pm at Dells-Delton,
followed by a short Bible study on each Wednesday before Easter Sunday.
We hope you join us for this time of food and fellowship as we count down the
weeks before Easter. Remember this study is open to all in our congregations,
friends, family and neighbors—so invite others to join in.

"The way to love anything is to realize that it might be lost."

— G.K. Chesterton

Congregational News
Council Meeting
Nov. 11, 2018
Attending: Pastor Lee, Anita Copper, Kathy Radcliff, Bob Spargo, Kathy Spargo, Bob
Steinweg, Dave Nelson, Michelle Bushweiler
Minutes: Moved to accept by Anita, seconded by Kathy R. Passed.
Treasurers Report: We are better financially than we have been for a few years. Davis
Corners is also in the black financially. Motion to accept by Kathy R, seconded by Anita.
Passed.
Old Business: The charge conference went well, the paperwork is all done, and
everything looks good.
New Business: People should fill out their reports and give them to Pastor.
Outreach: We had a wonderful, successful pancake supper. Monks at the Wilderness
donated all the sausages and ham. The prayer box will be finished soon.
Finance: Did not meet.
Building Corp: The design for the kitchen is ready, and will look at the problem of the
water supply to the kitchen. Rain guards are needed over several doors and will be check
into. They will look into adding a ramp to the door beside the organ. Exit lights have
been added. They will also look at a tree leaning toward the building.
Worship: Will set Lent and Advent services.
UMW: They had good feedback from UMW Sunday. They are changing the treasurer's
position. The Christmas luncheon, Wed. Dec. 5, will be at Monks at the Wilderness.
Pastor's Report: Nothing to report.
Next Meeting: Feb. 10
Respectfully submitted,
Kathy Spargo, sec.

NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
It has been a very long month. I expected some of that with our special General Conference and
the Bishop’s days at Green Lake. Some if it was not expected including two funerals and some
really unnecessary administrative and political maneuvering. I am always amazed that we have so
much of the mundane in the church, while we deal with life and death and faith.
We are in the final weeks of Lent now. Enjoying the first appearances of Spring; hearing and
seeing the Robins everyday, returning to Daylight Savings Time, seeing the snow and ice
disappear, and watching the green beginning to appear. Newness of life is all around us and the
next season has begun. The United Methodist Church is also in a new season, but also is stuck.
Unless you have been purposely ignoring it, you are well aware that the UMC decided to stay with
the definition it has had for marriage since its beginning. The church also decided to retain its
prohibition on homosexual people serving as leaders and clergy. You also probably know that the
UMC is the first mainline denomination to put this to a vote and not reverse previous church law.
This came as quite a surprise to some who expected the UMC to adopt a position that allowed any
marriage and the right to “conscientiously object” to non-traditional marriage.
You also know there is much outrage at this decision. Those who formerly suggested there were
“compatibilists” that were willing to go either way, are now upset it did not go their way. They
believed their own words, but now they are no longer having their ears tickled and they are angry.
I am glad we chose to go one way or the other. I had great concern that we may go down the
“middle” and have everyone doing what they want, but you cannot affirm and condemn anything
at the same time. James 5:12 says “your yes is to be yes, and your no, no, so that you may not fall
under judgment. ” and Jesus says “Let your statement be, 'Yes, yes ' or 'No, no '; anything beyond
these is of evil.” Matthew 5:37
We often want what we want, but we forget that Jesus offers life only through Himself. This is the
season of Lent, where we traditionally give up some of what we want and renew our relationship
with God. The season is not over yet and we still have that invitation: to let go of what we desire
and follow after Jesus. In a few weeks we will celebrate all that He did on our behalf. The tomb is
empty; death and sin have been conquered; we have the hope of eternal life. It is time to live like
the redeemed people we are, and proclaim the wonderful Savior who gives this gift of life.
Peace and Blessings!

Pastor Lee
We would like to wish a very Happy Birthday to everyone who has a birthday this month.
We hope we have all of the birthdays on the calendar. Please let us know if we’ve missed anyone.
**Additions, Corrections or Submissions to the newsletter can be sent to: news@wisconsindellsumc.org

