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Our Stewardship
Digital Donations
We recently changed our online giving partner to reduce our monthly costs but still give our congregation
and guests the chance to support our ministries with donations. Our new partner is Givelify and
we have donations for both churches in one place. Feel free to check out new giving page on our
website or use your phone to scan the little QR code in the bulletin that looks like this —>
You can make a one-time donation to either church, third
Sunday missions, our Bible trail or something else you would
like to support. You can also set donations on a schedule to
make sure you don’t forget or for when you are on vacation.
We wish our bills would stop coming when you’re away, but
they don’t. In any case, the churches thank you for your
generous support and hope this tool allows others to
participate with you.
We hope this new giving system will be useful for you and
also for our guests.
Please do take a look and let us know if anything needs to be corrected or improved.

Thank You for Your Participation in Missions
This month, the 3rd Sunday mission offerings will be taken on January 20th. Dells-Delton will be collecting
for local fuel assistance this month. Please support these worthwhile partner ministries with your
additional offering as we work together to bless and care for the communities around us and those much
less fortunate.
Please continue to bring items for the Holy Cross and Dells/Delton United
Methodist combined pantry donations. This month we are collecting deodorant
products for the panty. Please be aware that the pantry is also looking for
volunteers to help them in their current need.
Be sure to check out the Dells/Delton and Davis Corners Facebook pages!
facebook.com/UMCdells or facebook.com/DavisCornersUMC

Denomination News
Register Now: Learner-Leader Academy 2019
Sponsored by the Wisconsin Conference Connectional Table Resource Team, the Learner-Leader Academy (LLA) is
an island of hope and strength that will encourage the culture of discipleship through collaborative leadership of laity
and clergy in the Wisconsin Conference. LLA seeks to re-energize each church, laity and clergy, through effective
resourcing and training to help make more disciples for the transformation of the world.
The purpose of LLA is to intentionally revitalize local churches here in Wisconsin by resourcing and training clergy
and laypersons in the areas of transformational small groups, evangelism, outreach, service and leadership
development.
The theme for 2019 is Leadership Development. Beginning January 19th, the LLA includes six sessions throughout
2019. Tuition is $200 per person and a limited number of scholarships are available. Registration deadline is
December 3, 2018.

Emergency Response Team (ERT) Training
People will have the opportunity to get trained/certified (with a background check) to be part of the Emergency
Response Team and to be able to respond to the flooding in Wisconsin. Cost is $25.00, includes background check
and lunch. Register online. Classes Saturday, January 19, 2019 9 am - 5 pm at New London United Methodist Church,
709 W Pine St. New London, WI 54961. Our Wisconsin Annual Conference Emergency Response Teams (ERT) are
going to be responding to several cases of flooding throughout Wisconsin. Hundreds of clean up requests have been
received. ERTs (or “muck and gut teams” as Wisconsin Emergency Management refers to them) are desperately
needed in our state

Spring Women’s Retreat
Come to the Table and join women from across the state for a weekend of fun, relaxation and learning. The Women's
Retreat is April 26 - 28, 2019 at Lake Lucerne Camp and Retreat Center. Download the registration or find
information at www.wiumcamps.org/retreats. Registration deadline: April 1, 2019.

"To be a Christian means to forgive the inexcusable, because God has forgiven the inexcusable in you”
— C.S. Lewis

Denomination News
Bishop Jung - New Year’s Message

Have you ever wondered what the week after Jesus’ birth was like for Mary and
Joseph and the new born babe? The shepherds were gone, Bethlehem had most
likely cleared out of the visiting masses, and the wise men had not yet arrived.
There was not yet a rumor of danger to the infant and no immediate reason to
move. According to Luke’s gospel account of the birth, Mary treasured all the
many wonders that occurred, keeping them safely in her heart. Was it dawning
on Mary and Joseph the incredible responsibility they now assumed? Think. Would you like to be
given the responsibility for the care, safety, education and direction of the one true Son of God?
Modern day Christian believers sometimes miss the fact that Jesus was a product of his society,
his culture, and his upbringing. The young man Jesus became owed much to his heritage and
upbringing (yes, of course, his nature had much to do with it as well). Few of Jesus’ teachings
were new to Jesus. It was his method of teaching, his audience, and his radical inclusiveness that
made his messages so powerful and unforgettable. But, Jesus was a very Jewish teacher who had
obviously been brought up right.
Read more here: https://bit.ly/2SrR5r4

Plans Continue for Wisconsin-Bolivia Mission Partnership
Will Jewson, Chair of the Board of Global Ministries; Donna Veatch, former Cuba
Partnership Chair; and Bishop Jung visited Bolivia to further plans for the WisconsinBolivia Mission Partnership, signed at the 2018 Wisconsin Annual Conference with
Bishop Modesto Mamani. Our partnership was celebrated Dec. 14-15 at the General
Assembly of the Bolivian Methodist Church in La Paz with the newly elected Bishop
Antonio Huanca. The delegation also visited churches and explored sites for potential
projects, including future IVIM trips. We invite you to begin to think how your
congregation might participate in mission with Bolivia. More details to come in the new year!

Martin Luther King Jr. Weekend
There are several events planned in the weekend leading up to Martin Luther King Jr. Day on Monday, January 21, 2019.
The Wisconsin Conference is hosting our seventh annual Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration and Service on Sunday,
January 20, 2019 at Central UMC in Milwaukee. Additionally, the Just be Hope United Methodist Center and the Wisconsin
Conference Board of Trustees are hosting a Martin Luther King Jr. Service Weekend, with opportunities to participate on
January 19, 20 & 21, 2019. Register by January 11th and see the Conference website for more details.

Other News
FOUNDATION STEWARDSHIP NEWS

General Conference News
The General Conference of The United Methodist Church will be held February 23-26, 2019 in St. Louis,
Missouri at the America’s Center. You can register and attend for $7 as a guest/observer where there is
space. The report on the Commission on a Way Forward will be addressed, and the delegates will work on
any legislation to address the unity of the church.
Wisconsin lay delegates are Lisa King, Barbara Dick and Gail Burgess. Clergy delegates are Dan Dick, Sam
Royappa and Steve Zekoff (delegation chair.) Lay reserve Katie Estrem-Fuller Crise and clergy reserve
Amanda Stein will also attend.
The 2020 General Conference takes place May 5-15, 2020, at the Minneapolis Convention Center.

"I spent twenty years of my life trying to recruit people out of local churches and into missions structures so that
they could be involved in fulfilling God's global mission. Now I have another idea. Let's take God's global
mission and put it right in the middle of the local church!"
— George Miley

Congregational News
Dells-Delton Outreach
The Outreach committee would like to thank you again for all your help
and participation in our 2018 projects. We had our first ever pancake
supper in November that was very successful. Thank you for all you do
for us and the church.
In 2019, we want to increase our effectiveness in inviting our neighbors
to visit our facility for our fundraisers and join our get-togethers. We
look forward to your help this year.
The next Outreach meeting will be Wednesday, February 6th at 10 am.

Alter Flowers and Hospitality at Dells-Delton
Holy Cross has invited us to help supply flowers for the altar on Sundays. If you would
like to honor a loved one, acknowledge a birthday, anniversary, special occasion, or for
no particular reason at all, there is a sign up sheet on the wall above the desk in the
lounge. There are also instruction sheets on how to go about doing this for 2019.

Dells-Delton United Methodist Women
Dells-Delton UMW met at Monk’s at the Wilderness to enjoy our group Christmas luncheon. Eighty
dollars was collected as our Christmas offering and will be given to the local CWCAC food pantry.
There will be no UMW meeting in January. The next meeting will be at 1 pm Wednesday, Feb. 6th.
Respectfully submitted, Kathy Radcliff , UMW president

Bible Path
Any physical or monetary help with the Bible path would be greatly appreciated. Please contact
Dave Nelson or Pastor Lee if you are able to assist in any way.

"God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience,
but shouts in our pains: it is His megaphone to rouse a deaf world."
— C.S. Lewis

Congregational News
Davis Corners UMW News
It does not seem possible that 2018 is almost over with or by the time that you read this it is over
with. The Davis Corner’s United Methodist Women have had a busy year. We had our 3rd Annual
Rummage Sale in July as well as putting together a program for UMW Sunday and our Soup Supper
in October.
I personally would like to thank all of our UMW ladies from Davis Corners for all that you do, we
are a small group, but many hands have helped in getting our work done; also a great big thank
you to all of you that have supported our UMW.
The only activity that we have planned for in January is our annual Holiday Luncheon on Saturday,
January 12th, 2019 at 11:00 a.m. at Perkins in Wisconsin Dells. Watch for an invitation coming
your way.
Until then God Bless
Bonnie J. Stratton

Weekly Bible Study
We welcome one and all to our weekly Tuesday afternoon Bible Study at
1:00 PM at Davis Corners and Thursday morning Bible Study at 10:00 AM at
Dells-Delton. Check your schedule and see if you can make some time to
join us to learn and understand the Bible. Ask Pastor or one of the
congregants to find out which book we are currently studying.

Evening Bible Study at Dells-Delton
We are continuing the teaching and discussions once each month at Dells-Delton in our evening
Bible studies. These studies are open to anyone who would like to attend and learn a bit more
about being the church and being a disciple. Be sure to join us for these continuing studies and
bring something if you wish. We will not be having a dinner, only a snack or desert when someone
feels led to bring one. We will meet on January 30th at 6:30pm to continue our study series.

NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
Another year comes to an end, and a new one begins.
This will be an exciting year for us and for our denomination. We have had some new members
join us the last couple of years, but we have also had a few moves and funerals that have
challenged us. Despite our challenges, our two congregations have remained quite strong and we
continue to do amazing work with each other for the communities around us. We are hoping to
become very deliberate in inviting people to join us for our meals, sales and worship services in
the coming year. We want to make certain that the community knows who were are, and knows
that they can count on us being active in maintaining relationships in our communities.
Our denomination will have a meeting February 23-26 to begin to address the long standing
debate over human sexuality in Methodism. Many US Bishops are promoting a plan to allow
everyone (Conferences, Districts, Charges and Clergy) to make their own choices which will result
in many decisive votes begin taken. Other plans and proposals will be presented, but at this time
there is no clear direction emerging. Please pray for all delegates as they try to reach consensus
on a workable plan for our denomination.
Locally we will also be having some discussions before and after the meeting in February. I was
invited to speak at Mauston on January 6th to present some of the points of the “Traditional” plan
and participate in an open forum on the local implications for what may come out of the February
meeting. Mauston has extended an invitation to our congregations if they want to come to listen
and participate in the discussions. Following the General Conference meeting, we will have a time
for presentation and a question and answer format in March. Regardless of the outcome, there
will likely be no immediate changes for us. Wisconsin will again have Annual Conference on
Father’s Day weekend, and there will be another General Conference in May of 2020.
The good news is that, as always, God is on His throne. We will continue to worship Him and
study His Word on Sundays and in our studies. Our world is ever changing, but the need for a
Christ that restores our fellowship with God is always needed. Our mission has not changed:
we seek to know God, to make Him known, and to bring that hope to the world around us through
our work in the local church. Never forget what we are called to do, and that Christ called you.
Peace and Blessings!

Pastor Lee
We would like to wish a very Happy Birthday to everyone who has a birthday this month. We hope
we have all of the birthdays on the calendar. Please let us know if we’ve missed anyone.
**Additions, Corrections or Submissions to the newsletter can be sent to: news@wisconsindellsumc.org

