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Our Stewardship
Digital Donations
We recently changed our online giving partner to reduce our monthly costs but still give our congregation
and guests the chance to support our ministries with donations. Our new partner is Givelify and
we have donations for both churches in one place. Feel free to check out new giving page on our
website or use your phone to scan the little QR code in the bulletin that looks like this —>
You can make a one-time donation to either church, third
Sunday missions, our Bible trail or something else you would
like to support. You can also set donations on a schedule to
make sure you don’t forget or for when you are on vacation.
We wish our bills would stop coming when you’re away, but
they don’t. In any case, the churches thank you for your
generous support and hope this tool allows others to
participate with you.
We hope this new giving system will be useful for you and
also for our guests.
Please do take a look and let us know if anything needs to be corrected or improved.

Thank You for Your Participation in Missions
This month, the 3rd Sunday mission offerings will be taken on November 18th. The Dells/Delton
congregation is collecting for Salvation Army this month. The Davis Corners congregation will be collecting
for Mary House and please bring items by December 22nd. Please support these worthwhile ministries
with your additional offering as we work together to bless and care for the communities around us and
those much less fortunate.
Please continue to bring items for the Holy Cross and Dells/Delton United
Methodist combined pantry donations. This month we are collecting
toothbrushes and toothpaste for the panty. Please be aware that the pantry
is also looking for volunteers to help them in their current need.
Be sure to check out the Dells/Delton and Davis Corners Facebook pages!
facebook.com/UMCdells or facebook.com/DavisCornersUMC

Denomination News
Finance board moves ahead with budget cuts
Despite a request to reconsider, the board of The United Methodist Church’s finance agency is
pressing on with plans to slash the denomination’s budget starting in 2021. Much of the
discussion revolved around how the multinational denomination can be financially sustainable
even as its U.S. membership and financial base continues to decline.
Under the current budget, 85 cents of every dollar in the offering plate remains in the local
church; 7 cents goes to jurisdictions, conferences and districts; 6 cents to second-mile giving such
as support for the United Methodist Committee on Relief. About 2 cents of every dollar in the
offering plate goes toward the general church budget.
In August, the board approved an 18 percent cut in the base percentage rate used in calculating
U.S. apportionments — the requested giving from U.S. annual conferences. Each conference’s
apportionments are determined by multiplying the base percentage rate by its local church
expenditures. Earlier this month, the Connectional Table — the board’s partner in deciding how
to slice up the pie — sent a letter urging the board to reconsider the proposed cut. The Council of
Bishops, at the request of its Immigration Task Force, also discussed the letter.
Based on current estimates, the denomination is looking at a proposed general church budget of
$498.65 million for the years 2021-2024. That’s about $105 million less than the current fouryear budget approved by the 2016 General Conference.
For the past four years, the denomination has seen collection rates from annual conferences go
up. However, church leaders have long projected that the shrinking U.S. membership makes the
current funding levels unsustainable. While the church is growing, particularly in Africa, the
United States still provides the lion's share of general church funding. Overall, the collection rate
is 2 percent below where it was at the same time in 2017.

Denomination News
Bishops strengthen ties with Episcopalians
Two denominations with historic ties to John Wesley’s Church of England are strengthening their ties to
each other. While meeting Nov. 4-7 at Epworth By The Sea, the Council of Bishops moved The United
Methodist Church a step closer toward full communion with the Episcopal Church. The bishops authorized
the preparation of legislation to carry out the full communion proposal — “A Gift to the World: CoLaborers for the Healing of Brokenness.”
Full communion means each church acknowledges the other as a partner in the Christian faith, recognizes
the validity of each other’s baptism and Eucharist, and commits to work together in ministry. Such an
agreement also means Episcopalians and United Methodists can share clergy. United Methodist bishops
will take up legislation related to this proposal when they meet in May 2019. At that point, the bishops will
decide what to submit to General Conference, the denomination’s top lawmaking assembly. The timeline
calls for General Conference to act on the proposed full communion agreement in 2020 and the General
Convention of The Episcopal Church to do the same in 2021.

Ask The UMC: How are bishops chosen in The United Methodist
Church?
In the United Methodist tradition, bishops are ordained elders who are elected and consecrated to the
office of bishop. Bishops are “set apart for a ministry of servant leadership, general oversight and
supervision.” Bishops are elected by the lay and clergy delegates to the jurisdictional and central
conferences, which meet every four years following regular sessions of the General Conference. The next
episcopal elections begin in 2020.
Nominations or endorsements of individuals by annual conferences, delegations or other groups are
common but not necessary for election. The conferences set the percentage of votes necessary to elect a
bishop. The church recommends that a candidate receive at least 60 percent of the votes in order to be
elected. Votes are taken in consecutive ballots until the threshold for election is reached and a candidate is
elected. The process continues until the total number of bishops needed are elected.
In the U.S., bishops are elected for life. In some central conference areas, bishops are elected for a specified
term and, if elected for a second term or serving at retirement, may become a bishop for life. Each bishop
is assigned to a particular area for a four-year term. New bishops usually are not initially assigned to areas
where they served as pastors.

Denomination News
Register Now: Learner-Leader Academy 2019
Sponsored by the Wisconsin Conference Connectional Table Resource Team, the Learner-Leader
Academy (LLA) is an island of hope and strength that will encourage the culture of discipleship
through collaborative leadership of laity and clergy in the Wisconsin Conference. LLA seeks to reenergize each church, laity and clergy, through effective resourcing and training to help make
more disciples for the transformation of the world.
The purpose of LLA is to intentionally revitalize local churches here in Wisconsin by resourcing
and training clergy and laypersons in the areas of transformational small groups, evangelism,
outreach, service and leadership development.
The theme for 2019 is Leadership Development. Beginning January 19th, the LLA includes six
sessions throughout 2019. Tuition is $200 per person and a limited number of scholarships are
available. Registration deadline is December 3, 2018.

MMDC Donated Over 9,000 Kits after Wisconsin Flooding
When the floods hit Wisconsin, Midwest Mission responded within 24 hours. On
September 4, 2018, they donated a total of 2,555 hygiene kits, 5,040 cleaning kits
(flood buckets) and 2,060 school kits to the Wisconsin Disaster Relief
Distribution Center to support local communities after receiving rainfall that
caused flood damage to multiple counties in the area.

The hygiene kits gave individuals the essential hygiene items while they were in shelters. The
cleaning kits were there for families to start the clean-up process in their homes and will be used
by United Methodist Emergency Response Teams (ERTs) from around the county. The school kits
helped replenish school supplies and book bags for 2,060 children that had lost their book bags
due to the flood.
Midwest Mission will continue to monitor and take calls for support as any type of disaster takes
place in the world. Learn more about MMDC at midwestmission.org.

Denomination News
Bishop Jung - Reflecting on Our Way Forward

Brothers and sisters, the full report from our Commission on a Way Forward
and the full deliberations and recommendation of our Council of Bishops has
been released. It is available at https://bit.ly/2wDUBF9
I want to encourage you all to read and reflect on the plans and the
recommendation. Please do this prayerfully, contemplatively, openly,
and with deep regard for the leading of the Holy Spirit.
Many are anxious about the future of The United Methodist Church. This is not without warrant,
but we are a people of faith, not fear. In the tradition of John Wesley, we believe that this Church
is God’s Church, and we are humble, dedicated servants to God’s will. This is why we are
committed to unity and the common vision to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world. This, which unites us, is so much greater than anything that might
divide us.

Decisions won't stop with General Conference – from UM News
The Rev. Stan Copeland strongly favors the One Church Plan, which would give United Methodist churches and pastors in
the U.S. leeway on such currently banned practices as hosting and performing same-sex weddings. But one part of the plan
doesn’t thrill Copeland: A congregation must have a majority vote in favor of hosting same-sex weddings before holding
one on church property. Copeland would rather the pastor and other local church leaders make that call.
The special called session of General Conference, set for Feb. 23-26, 2019, in St. Louis, will likely consider three plans for
helping The United Methodist Church cope with the decades-old conflict over homosexuality that has worsened and
threatens to break up the denomination. The One Church, Traditional and Connectional Conference plans all hold the
potential for wrenching votes by congregations and conferences.
The denomination’s Judicial Council meets Oct. 23-26 to consider the constitutionality of the plans, and some United
Methodists have already challenged the congregational vote on same-sex unions as encroaching on a pastor’s right to decide
what services can be held at the church.
The One Church Plan also would allow a bishop to ask the non-binding advice of an annual conference
session on ordination standards tied to human sexuality. While the plan opens the way to LGBTQ people
getting ordained, an annual conference clergy session could thwart that by approving restrictive language
— another opportunity for conflict over a vote.
The Traditional Plan would keep the ban on churches and clergy hosting and officiating same-sex unions, continue to
prevent the ordination of gay clergy and toughen enforcement against violations, which have been widespread in some
conferences. Every conference would have to vote on whether it is prepared to uphold fully those church law provisions,
and if it is unwilling, it would be pushed to withdraw from The United Methodist Church and form another, self-governing
Methodist group. The Traditional Plan would let an annual conference leave by a simple majority vote to do so. Local
churches in a departing conference could elect to stay in The United Methodist Church, again by a simple majority

Congregational News
Dells-Delton Outreach
Our pancake supper was November 7th and we were blessed with a
good community turnout. Everyone had a good time and enjoyed our
pancakes. A few mistakes but we will fix them next year. The Outreach
committee thanks everyone who helped create and make such a
wonderful fellowship event. We especially thank and appreciate the
donation of sausages and sliced ham from Monk’s at the Wilderness.
The next Outreach meeting will be Wednesday, December 5th at 9:30am.
Respectfully submitted, Anita Copper, committee chair

Alter Flowers and Hospitality at Dells-Delton
Holy Cross has invited us to help supply flowers for the altar on Sundays. If you would
like to honor a loved one, acknowledge a birthday, anniversary, special occasion, or for
no particular reason at all, there is a sign up sheet on the wall above the desk in the
lounge. There are also instruction sheets on how to go about doing this.

Dells-Delton United Methodist Women
Dells-Delton UMW met at the church Wednesday, November 7th. Kathy Radcliff provided the
treats. Treasurer, Iva Marshall, would like assistance with the treasurer’s duties. Kathy Radcliff,
UMW president, volunteered. Therefore, Iva and Kathy will visit the Bank of Wisconsin Dells to
make arrangements for Kathy to be added as a signatory to the UMW checkbook.

Instead of a December meeting, the Dells-Delton UMW will gather at Monk’s at the Wilderness for
their annual Christmas luncheon on Tuesday, December 4th at noon. Instead of exchanging gifts,
each participant is asked to give $10, which will be donated to the local food pantry.
Respectfully submitted, Kathy Radcliff , UMW president

Bible Path
Any physical or monetary help with the Bible path would be greatly appreciated. Please contact
Dave Nelson or Pastor Lee if you are able to assist in any way.

Congregational News
Davis Corners UMW News
UMW will meet at Donna DeFosse’s home at 1 pm, Monday, December 3rd.

Davis Corners News
Money and orders for Christmas Poinsettias are due Sunday, December 9th.
Sunday, December 16th, anyone who is able, please stay after church to assemble cookie plates for our
area shut-ins.
Since our 3rd Sunday Offering is for Mary House, please remember to bring items for the boxes by
December 22nd. Boxes are in the back of the church.
Fellowship Sunday is December 30th.

Christmas Eve Worship Services
Monday, December 24th, Davis Corners Christmas Eve worship services will be observed at 3 pm
and Dells-Delton will hold theirs at 5 pm.

Evening Bible Study at Dells-Delton
There will be no evening Bible Study in December. We will meet again
on Jan.. 30th at 6:30pm to continue our study series.

NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
We’re into the season of Advent once again. While everyone else is preparing for the
end of their year, we are celebrating the beginning of ours. Christians are strange
people this way, not only do we celebrate something no one else is, but we are
prepared for something that will happen at some time in the future.
Christians have been prepared (or have been trying to be prepared) for some 2000
years. By now, everyone else has lost interest or confidence or both. But, we still
prepare. And we celebrate. Every year at this time we remember the patience of the
faithful Jewish people, waiting and hoping for so many years.
And we too wait and hope. We see the struggles and know that things are not going
well. We know Christ will set all straight, and so we rejoice. But we also work. Our
waiting and preparing is bringing Christ to the world around us. We live Christ. We
breathe Christ. That is the way Christians prepare themselves, by living the
Christian life and sharing it.
So, how are we doing? Are we out in the world? Are people wondering why we are
different? Are we answering that question by what we say and do? This is the
season where people talk more about church and Christ than any other time of year.
Maybe this is the time for us to be a little more obvious, and introduce a few more
people to the Jesus who has a future for them.

Peace and Blessings!

Pastor Lee
We would like to wish a very Happy Birthday to everyone who has a birthday this month. We hope
we have all of the birthdays on the calendar. Please let us know if we’ve missed anyone.
**Additions, Corrections or Submissions to the newsletter can be sent to: news@wisconsindellsumc.org

