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Our Stewardship

Thank You for Your Participation in Missions
This month, the 3rd Sunday mission offerings will be taken on November 18th. The Dells/Delton
congregation is collecting for Salvation Army this month. The Davis Corners congregation will be
collecting for the Salvation Army this month. Please support these worthwhile ministries with your
additional offering as we work together to bless and care for the communities
around us and those much less fortunate.
Please continue to bring items for the Holy Cross and Dells/Delton United
Methodist combined pantry donations. This month we are collecting women’s
sanitary products for the panty. Please be aware that the pantry is also looking
for volunteers to help them in their current need.
Be sure to check out the Dells/Delton and Davis Corners Facebook pages!
facebook.com/UMCdells or facebook.com/DavisCornersUMC

Lay Servant Classes
Lay Servant Roundup
Basic Lay Servant Class
Advanced Prayer Class
Advanced Preaching Class
Advanced Heritage Class
Dates: Friday, Nov 9th 6:30-9:30 PM and Saturday, Nov 10th 8:30 AM – 4:30 PM
Deadline to sign up: November 1st!

Place: Monroe UMC
2227 4th Street / Monroe, WI
This is an opportunity to gather with other Lay Servants from around the
Conference. We will worship as an entire group and then break off into classes. You
will have the opportunity to pick from either the Basic Lay Servant class or one of the
three Advanced offerings. This is a condensed format for presenting these classes and
requires that you do some advance preparation. Please sign up as early as possible so
we can get your materials to you!

Basic Lay Servant will be led by Rev. Krystal Goodger (Brodhead) and Rev. Penny Dahl
(North Windsor)

Lay Servant Classes

Register Now: Learner-Leader Academy 2019
Sponsored by the Wisconsin Conference Connectional Table Resource Team, the Learner-Leader Academy (LLA) is
an island of hope and strength that will encourage the culture of discipleship through collaborative leadership of laity
and clergy in the Wisconsin Conference. LLA seeks to re-energize each church, laity and clergy, through effective
resourcing and training to help make more disciples for the transformation of the world.
The purpose of LLA is to intentionally revitalize local churches here in Wisconsin by resourcing and training clergy
and laypersons in the areas of transformational small groups, evangelism, outreach, service and leadership
development.
The theme for 2019 is Leadership Development. Beginning January 19th, the LLA includes six sessions throughout
2019. Tuition is $200 per person and a limited number of scholarships are available. Registration deadline is
December 3, 2018.

Denomination News
Bishop Jung - Reflecting on Our Way Forward

Brothers and sisters, the full report from our Commission on a Way Forward
and the full deliberations and recommendation of our Council of Bishops has
been released. It is available at https://bit.ly/2wDUBF9
I want to encourage you all to read and reflect on the plans and the
recommendation. Please do this prayerfully, contemplatively, openly,
and with deep regard for the leading of the Holy Spirit.
Many are anxious about the future of The United Methodist Church. This is not without warrant,
but we are a people of faith, not fear. In the tradition of John Wesley, we believe that this Church
is God’s Church, and we are humble, dedicated servants to God’s will. This is why we are
committed to unity and the common vision to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world. This, which unites us, is so much greater than anything that might
divide us.

Decisions won't stop with General Conference – from UM News
The Rev. Stan Copeland strongly favors the One Church Plan, which would give United Methodist churches and pastors in
the U.S. leeway on such currently banned practices as hosting and performing same-sex weddings. But one part of the plan
doesn’t thrill Copeland: A congregation must have a majority vote in favor of hosting same-sex weddings before holding
one on church property. Copeland would rather the pastor and other local church leaders make that call.
The special called session of General Conference, set for Feb. 23-26, 2019, in St. Louis, will likely consider three plans for
helping The United Methodist Church cope with the decades-old conflict over homosexuality that has worsened and
threatens to break up the denomination. The One Church, Traditional and Connectional Conference plans all hold the
potential for wrenching votes by congregations and conferences.
The denomination’s Judicial Council meets Oct. 23-26 to consider the constitutionality of the plans, and some United
Methodists have already challenged the congregational vote on same-sex unions as encroaching on a pastor’s right to decide
what services can be held at the church.
The One Church Plan also would allow a bishop to ask the non-binding advice of an annual conference
session on ordination standards tied to human sexuality. While the plan opens the way to LGBTQ people
getting ordained, an annual conference clergy session could thwart that by approving restrictive language
— another opportunity for conflict over a vote.
The Traditional Plan would keep the ban on churches and clergy hosting and officiating same-sex unions, continue to
prevent the ordination of gay clergy and toughen enforcement against violations, which have been widespread in some
conferences. Every conference would have to vote on whether it is prepared to uphold fully those church law provisions,
and if it is unwilling, it would be pushed to withdraw from The United Methodist Church and form another, self-governing
Methodist group. The Traditional Plan would let an annual conference leave by a simple majority vote to do so. Local
churches in a departing conference could elect to stay in The United Methodist Church, again by a simple majority

Other News
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME
It’s that time of year again.
Clocks fall back on November 4th, so get an extra hour of sleep and we will see you
in church on Sunday!

FALL CLEANUP
We will be readying the churches for fall very soon. Closing the Davis Corners hall, preparing
the Dells-Delton Bible path and other fall tasks will be completed in the next few weeks. Let
the Trustees know if you’re willing to help with any last minute items.

Digital Donations
Remember that we have digital donations at both churches. Let our visitors and guests
know that this is an option in the bulletin each week. Donations can be designated to help
with building funds, third Sunday offerings, our Bible path, and any other ministry we do.
Even if you don’t use it, check it out so you can share it with someone who asks.

SBA Loans
With the disaster declaration, the Small Business Administration has opened a loan program for businesses
and private non-profits to help them recover from the recent storms. Most businesses in Adams County will
qualify for these loans, so let your neighbors know about this program to help them and the businesses they
work for. Local applications for assistance must be made by November 18th.

Charge Conference
A big “Thank You” to all of the committees who worked on reports, for the
volunteers who will serve on committees and as leaders in the coming year, and for
all who participated in our business meeting. We have finished the season of
paperwork and planning for next year’s ministry, and now we put our plans into
action. Hopefully we will all be blessed by the work of our ministries and we can
see God use our congregations to bless the Wisconsin Dells communities.

Congregational News
Dells-Delton Outreach
The Outreach committee would like to thank you again to all who
donated items, helped set up and tear down, and served food for the
rummage sale. We had wonderful fellowship with each other and the
community and we made some money for kids ranch.
We are now working toward our pancake supper on November 7th from
5 to 7pm. We are looking for help to serve pancakes and beverages and
clean up. I pray it will be a blessing to our community and to us. Thank
you for all you do for us and the church.
The next Outreach meeting will be Wednesday, December 5th at 10 am.
Respectfully submitted, Anita Copper, committee chair

Alter Flowers and Hospitality at Dells-Delton
Holy Cross has invited us to help supply flowers for the altar on Sundays. If you would
like to honor a loved one, acknowledge a birthday, anniversary, special occasion, or for
no particular reason at all, there is a sign up sheet on the wall above the desk in the
lounge. There are also instruction sheets on how to go about doing this.

Dells-Delton United Methodist Women
Dells-Delton UMW met at the church Wednesday, October 3rd. Judy Nelson provided the treats and
Anita Copper gave the monthly devotion. We finalized our budget for 2018-2019 and continued
discussion on our UMW Sunday service, which will be held October 28th. The women in
attendance at the meeting chose the hymns and scripture readings for that Sunday, as well as the
participants in the service. We are fortunate to have Angy Gouker, lay leader from the Mauston
UMC, provide our message. The next meeting will be Wednesday, November 7th at 1pm.
Respectfully submitted, Kathy Radcliff , UMW president

"Lord, when we are wrong, make us willing to change.
And when we are right, make us easy to live with." —Peter Marshall

Congregational News
Davis Corners UMW News
Whew, what a busy October we have had! First we put together a wonderful program and skit about the
history of the Davis Corners Church for our UMW Sunday and then followed by our annual Soup
Supper. I want to personally thank everyone who contributed to both events. Whether the contributions
were big or small, it all means a lot to me and our UMW ladies. We also want to thank Diane Elderkin
for opening up her home to us for our September meeting and also for the delicious apple treats.
We will not be having a UMW meeting in November, but instead a Thanksgiving Potluck on Monday,
November 5th , 2018 at 5:30 pm. If you are thinking of coming we just ask that you bring a dish to pass.
Our next regularly scheduled meeting will be on Monday, December 3rd, 2018 at 2:00 pm at Donna
DeFossee,s home. Watch for December’s newsletter for a possible change in time..
Until then, God Bless
Bonnie J. Stratton

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Worship
We will be having an ecumenical worship service on Tuesday, November 20th
at 7pm with Bridgepoint, Holy Cross, Davis Corners and Dells-Delton
congregations together at the Dells-Delton sanctuary. Please join us for a
celebration of all the blessings we have received and those we have been
promised. We hope you will enjoy time and fellowship with our brothers and sisters of these and
any other congregations that can join us for worship.

Evening Bible Study at Dells-Delton
We are continuing the teaching and discussions once each month at DellsDelton in our evening Bible studies. These studies are open to anyone who
would like to attend and learn a bit more about being the church and being a
disciple. Be sure to join us for these continuing studies and bring something if
you wish. We will not be having a dinner, only a snack or desert when someone
feels led to bring one. We will meet again on Nov.. 28th at 6:30pm to continue
our study series.

Congregational News
Davis C orners United M ethodist Church council meeting
July 16, 2018
Members present: Jan Thompson, Donna DeFosse, Bonnie Stratton, Helen Miotke, Butch Liz Miotke,
Nancy Edwards, Bob and Jolene Schuster, Diane Elderkin, Tim Stratton, Pastor Lee, and Liz Phillips
Donna opened the meeting at 5:50 p.m. Pastor Lee led in prayer.
The minutes were handed out and looked over. Jolene made a motion and Jan second to approve the
minutes as presented. Passed
Treasurer’s report: Jan reports all bills paid and all contributions deposited
Memorial secretary’s report: With interest the balance
Pastor’s report: Pastor reports being a little behind on visiting parishioners Conference and vacation.
Finance: Diane reports having a shortfall and is questioning why. Pastor Lee is going to look at it. The
contributions from January through June were reported and we are on track with that.
Nomination: Jolene, Nancy and Bonnie are on the committee.
Mission, education and worship need to have a meeting. Worship will have a meeting Aug 14 at 1:00
p.m.
SPRC: Jolene reports Pastor Lee will be gone on July 29 and we will have a sub.
Trustees: the parking lots are finished. The lines are painted. The holding tank will be pumped. We need
a new front door. Mowing is going as scheduled.
UMW Bonnie talked about the rummage sale. #818.90 was taken in. Leon is donating a nativity for
Christmas.
Hall: Nothing to report
Communion: Nothing to report
New business: conference update. Diane made a motion and Nancy second to approve all committee
reports. The next meeting will be September 17 at 5:30 p.m. Diane made a motion and Bob second to
adjourn. 7:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted
Liz Phillips

Congregational News
Dells–Delton Council Meeting
Sept. 9, 2018

Attending: Pat Holton, Kathy Radcliff, Bob Spargo, Kathy Spargo, Dave Nelson
Minutes: Moved to accept by Kathy R, seconded by Dave. Passed.
Treasurers Report: Pat moved to accept the treasurers report, Kathy R seconded. Passed.
Old Business: Motion sensors in by the front walkway have been installed. They beep when someone
comes up the walkway.
New Business: DD and DC business meeting will be on Oct. 14 at DC. The all circuit charge conference is
on Oct. 21. Before Oct. 14 SPRC needs to meet to set pastor’s salary and finance needs to meet to set
the budget.
Outreach: Did not meet.
Finance: Did not meet.
Building Corp: The kitchen project is donated and will happen sometime after Christmas. We hope it
will be done before the salad luncheon, which is the first Thursday in May. The corporation board still
needs to approve it.
Worship: Did not meet.
UMW: Did not meet.
Pastors Report: No report.
Next Meeting: Oct. 7.

Respectfully submitted,
Kathy Spargo, sec.

NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
Will it ever stop raining? I keep asking that question and the answer always seems to be “NO.” By
now, most of you have heard me griping because I cannot get out in the woods to collect my
winter fuel. Now it’s not a huge problem, I do have a furnace, but I still prefer most of my winter
heating to be done with wood. So I wait…. and it keeps raining.
There are people far worse off than I am. Quite a number of area farmers are racing into fields to
harvest beans before they pop open and destroy the crop. Others a stuck like me, waiting for
enough dry ground so they won’t get stuck. But there are things we just cannot control.
A couple of weeks ago, the Judicial Council met and generally determined that constitutionally we
could change our views on homosexuality, but we could not strengthen enforcement of our stance
in the Discipline. While I understand what the Council said (that offenses on the homosexuality
issue could not be singled out) their phrasing left something to be desired. They basically said
that all offenses must be treated equal, by therein lies a problem.
We know that sin is sin, and I have no problem with extending grace, but not all sin is equal. The
main problem here is sin as an act of defiance and without repentance. You do not invite a friend
or family member out for dinner when they continually throw their meal in your face. I would
probably stop calling them “friend” if they insisted in behaving this way. When we celebrate
defiance, we forget we undermine ourselves.
As we read through Mark on Sundays, we see Jesus being accused of casting out demons by the
power of Satan. We know, as the Jewish leaders must have known, that this is a ridiculous
accusation. But Jesus is willing to answer the charge and reminds us all that a divided house will
never stand. Right now we have a very divided nation and church, and both are struggling not to
explode while a number of people agitate from within. Things do not look good.
Our two churches have been through some rough times, but it feels like we are in a very different
season than those around us. I have seen both churches minister to visitors and demonstrate
deep compassion and care for long time members who are hurting. We look like a family. There is
care, concern and respect shown by the people we call our family. We can be a bit brash at times,
but the love of Christ is evident in the grace you show one another... and I am thankful for that.
Peace and Blessings!

Pastor Lee
We would like to wish a very Happy Birthday to everyone who has a birthday this month. We hope
we have all of the birthdays on the calendar. Please let us know if we’ve missed anyone.
**Additions, Corrections or Submissions to the newsletter can be sent to: news@wisconsindellsumc.org

