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Our Stewardship
Digital Donations
We recently changed our online giving partner to reduce our monthly costs but still give our congregation
and guests the chance to support our ministries with donations. Our new partner is Givelify and
we have donations for both churches in one place. Feel free to check out new giving page on our
website or use your phone to scan the little QR code in the bulletin that looks like this —>
You can make a one-time donation to either church, third
Sunday missions, our Bible trail or something else you would
like to support. You can also set donations on a schedule to
make sure you don’t forget or for when you are on vacation.
We wish our bills would stop coming when you’re away, but
they don’t. In any case, the churches thank you for your
generous support and hope this tool allows others to
participate with you.
We hope this new giving system will be useful for you and
also for our guests.
Please do take a look and let us know if anything needs to be corrected or improved.

Thank You for Your Participation in Missions
This month, the 3rd Sunday mission offerings will be taken on September 23rd. The Dells/Delton
congregation is collecting for Hospice House this month. The Davis Corners congregation will be
collecting for the Free Clinic this month. Please support these worthwhile ministries with your additional
offering as we work together to bless and care for the communities around us and those much less
fortunate.
Please continue to bring items for the Holy Cross and Dells/Delton United
Methodist combined pantry donations. This month we are collecting baby
diapers for the panty. Please be aware that the pantry is also looking for
volunteers to help them in their current need.
Be sure to check out the Dells/Delton and Davis Corners Facebook pages!
facebook.com/UMCdells or facebook.com/DavisCornersUMC

Listening Sessions
General Conference 2019 Listening Sessions
Why is there a special General Conference coming February 23 – 26, 2019 in St. Louis, only a year
before the regularly scheduled 2020 session in Minneapolis? How might my church be affected by this
talk about choosing among a One Church, Connectional Conference and Traditionalist plan? Will other
possibilities emerge? Change is coming for The United Methodist Church, and there will be meetings
this fall to help Wisconsin United Methodists understand what is being proposed.
Formed following authorization by General Conference 2016, the Commission on a Way Forward
identified three possible options, or plans, for our denomination as we move into the future. The
Council of Bishops has recommended adoption of the One Church Plan.
The Wisconsin Delegation to GC 2019 is hosting eight educational and listening sessions around the
state to allow feedback about the proposals. These sessions for interested clergy and laity will each last
between 60-90 minutes. The dates and locations are:
Sunday, September 30, 3:00 pm, Webster Grace UMC, 7423 Elm Street
Monday, October 1, 7 pm, Eau Claire Lake Street UMC, 337 Lake Street
Saturday, October 6, 10:00 am, Wausau Wesley UMC, 1101 Elm Street
Tuesday, October 9, 7:00 pm, Onalaska UMC, 212 4th Avenue North
Saturday, October 20, 10:00 am, Kaukauna Peace UMC, 2300 E. Wisconsin Avenue
Tuesday, October 23, 7:00 pm, Waukesha First UMC, 121 Wisconsin Avenue
Thursday, October 25, 7:00 pm, Sun Prairie UMC, 702 North Street
Saturday, October 27, 10:00 am, Janesville Cargill UMC, 2000 Wesley Avenue
In addition, invitations have been extended to Conference boards, agencies and other groups to provide
their feedback to Delegation members.
The purpose of all this information gathering is for the Delegation to hear from the diversity of
membership that makes up Wisconsin United Methodism. The desire is to better understand the
thinking and feeling within our Annual Conference membership about our denomination’s future. All
are welcome to participate!
The Wisconsin Conference Delegation to the 2019 General Conference consists of six voting
delegates, along with reserves. Clergy are Dan Dick, Sam Royappa, Steve Zekoff and first reserve
Amanda Stein. Lay delegates are Lisa King, Barbara Dick, Gail Burgess and first reserve Katie Crise.
There are additional reserves who would serve should any of these eight be unable to attend. In order
elected, they are clergy Jorge Mayorga, Dan Schwerin, Jeremy Deaner, George Kafer and Jenny
Arneson; laity Tom Popp, Judy Vasby, John Lawson and Julie Schubring. All remain engaged in the
Delegation’s preparations for the upcoming General Conference.
Steve Zekoff

Denomination News
TUMC Polity—Advanced Lay Servant Class
Date: Saturdays, September 22 and 29, 2018
Time: 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Location: Waunakee Crossroads
5901 Hogan Rd
Waunakee WI 53597
Teacher/Facilitator: Rev. Scott Carlson

Theme: United Methodist Polity
This course, on United Methodist Polity, is designed to help students gain an understanding of the
Constitution of The United Methodist Church, its Doctrinal Standard and Theological Task, the Ministry
of All Christians, the Social Principles, and its organization and administration. Students will be
introduced to Ordained and Licensed Ministry, Superintendency and Episcopacy, the mission and
organization of the Local Church, District and Annual Conferences, Jurisdictional, Regional and
General Conferences.
The Goal of this Course: Through this course, students will gain insight into the tradition and practice
of The United Methodist Church. It will prepare students to participate in the decision-making process
the church prescribes for ordering the life of the community. It also will prepare students for a variety of
leadership roles they may assume as lay or clergy leaders of the church.
Required Text: Polity, Practice and the Mission of The United Methodist Church (Please purchase
from Amazon) and The Book of Discipline (any version after 2008)

Please bring a sack lunch
Registration Contact: Sherry Malone, District Office Manager
Phone Number: 608.837.0056
Email: smalone@wisconsinumc.org
Cost: $25.00

Registration deadline is September 12, 2018

Denomination News
Emergency Response Team (ERT) Training
People will have the opportunity to get trained/certified (with a background check) to be part of
the Emergency Response Team and to be able to respond to the flooding in Wisconsin. ERTs (or
“muck and gut teams” as Wisconsin Emergency Management refers to them) are desperately
needed and will be needed for the next couple months.
Training will be September 7th in Sun Prairie. Cost is $25.00, includes background check and
lunch. Register online at https://www.etouches.com/ert18 or call Kristy at 608-837-7328.
We need your help. The Disaster Team has reached out to the North Central Jurisdictional
Conference for assistance. The Disaster Team has also been in communication with United
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR).

Fall Church Charge Conferences
This year, for the third year in a row, we will be doing our Church Conferences as a Circuit. There are
several reasons for this. One, it provides a chance for common fellowship and learning. Second, it
provides me the chance to be with more Churches from the District and thus, I have an opportunity to
interact with more of the members of our Churches. Three, it really can highlight the connectional
nature of our church, especially at a time when there are movements that pull and tug at our
connection. Fourth, it highlights a message that we really are in ministry together from the
Conference Leadership to the individual Churches within our area. Fifth, from feedback from the
District Superintendency Committee, the response has been overwhelming and positive to continue
doing this. I am aware that three other districts have also started to move to this format as well.
Circuits 12 & 13 will be meeting in Prairie du Sac at Concordia UMC, 3pm on October 21st.
Scott Carlson
District Superintendent, South West District, Wisconsin Annual Conference
750 Windsor Street, Suite 106, Sun Prairie, WI 53590
608-837-0056 (Office)

"Truth in humble dress meets with few admirers."
— Edward Stillingfleet

Denomination News
Bishop Jung - Reflecting on Our Way Forward

Brothers and sisters, the full report from our Commission on a Way Forward
and the full deliberations and recommendation of our Council of Bishops has
been released. It is available at https://bit.ly/2wDUBF9
I want to encourage you all to read and reflect on the plans and the
recommendation. Please do this prayerfully, contemplatively, openly,
and with deep regard for the leading of the Holy Spirit.

Many are anxious about the future of The United Methodist Church. This is not without warrant,
but we are a people of faith, not fear. In the tradition of John Wesley, we believe that this Church
is God’s Church, and we are humble, dedicated servants to God’s will. This is why we are
committed to unity and the common vision to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world. This, which unites us, is so much greater than anything that might
divide us.

Wisconsin Conference United Methodist Women Annual Gathering
All are invited to the Wisconsin Conference United Methodist Women Annual Gathering, Sacred
Spaces: Encounters with God and Neighbor. The gathering is on October 19 and 20, 2018 at
Waukesha: First UMC. From 2-4 p.m. on Friday, there will be a preconference tour to United
Methodist Children’s Services in Milwaukee. District Leaders Training will be on Friday evening. There
will be a video by Harriott Olson, General Secretary of United Methodist Women, on “A Way Forward”
for those not attending training, with a discussion led by Mary Lainberger. On Saturday, Sharon Day,
Anishinaabe grandmother and Water Walker, will lead worship in the morning. Mary Lainberger and
Sue Plasterer will give background information and breakout sessions on “A Way Forward.”

Message from Bishop Jung
My brothers and sisters, it is with deep sadness that I share the following
announcement. Due to budgetary shortfall and financial constraints, the Wisconsin
Conference has terminated the employment of four of our staff members: Barb
Franken, North East District Office Manager, Michele Virnig, Director of Communications, Susan Olson,
North Central & North West District Office Manager and Jason Rasa, Accountant. These members of
our staff have given wonderful and dedicated service, and it is painful to say goodbye to them. I ask
that you join me in praying for them and celebrating the excellent work they have done.

Other News
FOUNDATION STEWARDSHIP NEWS

SUMMER SCHEDULE CHANGE
If you did not notice on the front cover, we changed the schedule slightly for the
summer months. Bible studies will be held Thursday morning at Dells-Delton and
Friday afternoon at Davis Corners. Office hours for the remainder of summer will
be Thursdays and Fridays. We will still be having our evening Bible study at the
end of the month and Pastor Lee is always available for you by phone or email.
As we move into September we will be changing office hours from Friday to another weekday. If you have a
suggestion for the best times for office hours, please let Pastor or a member of PPR know your thoughts
before the end of this month.
We hope you are blessed to enjoy the summer fun that the Dells offers and that you have time to spend with
family and friends enjoying all that nature has to display by the had of our God.

"Trees have their seasons at certain times of the year when they bring forth fruit;
but a Christian is for all seasons."
— Ralph Brownrig

Congregational News
Dells-Delton Outreach
Outreach had our yearly brat and bake sale outside Wal-Mart Saturday,
August 11th. God blessed us with beautiful weather and wonderful
fellowship among church members, friends, family and new friends!
The plentiful baked goods and brat sales made for a successful day that
has allowed us to donate $500.00 to the Kid’s Ranch for their programs.
Many thanks for everyone’s help and those who labored to make such wonderful treats!
There will be a pot luck after church services on the 5th Sunday this month, September 30th. We
hope to see many turn out with delicious casseroles, salads and desserts.
Outreach is coordinating our yearly rummage sale to be held Friday and Saturday, October 5th and
6th. Now is the time to look through your closets to see whether you are able to donate items. We
ask that you please price your donations with a tag or tape as there are just not enough of us to do
that in addition to setting up the sale. We need people to help with set up beginning at 1PM
Thursday Oct. 4th and to help tear down beginning a 2PM Saturday. Outreach is willing to pick-up
larger items if you are unable to do so .
The Outreach Committee is sponsoring a free church Pancake Supper on Wednesday, November
7th. from 5-7pm. We will be grateful for any helping hands in the kitchen.

Alter Flowers and Hospitality at Dells-Delton
Holy Cross has invited us to help supply flowers for the altar on Sundays. If you
would like to honor a loved one, acknowledge a birthday, anniversary, special
occasion, or for no particular reason at all, there is a sign up sheet on the wall
above the desk in the lounge. There are also instruction sheets on how to go about
doing this.

Dells-Delton United Methodist Women
UMW will meet at the church on Wednesday, September 5th at 1pm. After our summer break we
will be eager to see new faces as well as old friends.

Congregational News
Davis Corners UMW News
We continued working on our United Methodist Women Sunday which will be Sunday, October 7th.
There was also discussion on our Soup Supper scheduled for Saturday, October 20th. We want to thank
Liz Phillips for opening up her home to us for our August meeting and also for the delicious treats.
It was decided that starting this October thru March we will have our meetings at 2 p.m. and from April
thru September we will have our monthly meetings in the evenings around 6:00 p.m. This will allow
everyone to get home safely during daylight savings time and the snowy seasons.
Our September UMW meeting will be on September 3rd, 2018 at 5:00 p.m., at Nancy Edwards’ home.
If any women that would like to attend our monthly meetings please feel free to do so. We can provide
you dates, times, location and directions to the hostess’ home.
Until then, God Bless
Bonnie J. Stratton

Davis Corners Worship Committee Meeting
Worship Committee met Tuesday, August 14th at the church hall.
Upcoming Holidays were discussed.
There was discussion on whether any changes need to be made to the service, music, pastor’s message,
or communion. It was determined that everything seems to be going well.

Evening Bible Study at Dells-Delton
We are continuing the teaching and discussions once each month at
Dells-Delton in our evening Bible studies. These studies are open to
anyone who would like to attend and learn a bit more about being the
church and being a disciple. Be sure to join us for these continuing
studies and bring something if you wish. We will not be having a dinner,
only a snack or desert when someone feels led to bring one. We will
meet again on Sept. 26th at 6:30pm to begin our next study series.

NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
Storms, storms and more storms.
It seems like it has been a rough end of summer here in Wisconsin and elsewhere. Some towns
experienced torrential rainfalls over the last few weeks, and even now there are other towns far
away bracing for floods as the water moves. There are always challenges. The area around Davis
Corners took a tremendous amount of damage, but amazingly I know of no one who was hurt and
no homes that were destroyed. It could have been much worse.
When you look at area, it is striking to see the trees. Many have been twisted off and many more
are completely flattened. Trees that once towered high in the air are laying flat on the ground.
Many were completely uprooted by the winds that assaulted them last week. Heavy rains
saturated the ground and the strong winds pushed them down, and into each other, until almost
all were on the ground.
If you look closely at these trees you will notice something odd. Their root systems are not all that
large. Cleaning up some of these trees, I noticed that many only had roots a couple of feet deep in
some very sandy soil. Now, these trees were strong and healthy, and they withstood many a
storm; but not this one. You may argue that they would have fallen anyway, and you may be right,
but their roots were vary shallow.
In sandy soil those trees get a bit lazy. They throw a few roots deep into the soil, but it is easy
digging so the roots stay fairly small. The trees can trap a lot of moisture by having a thick web of
small roots near the surface, but roots provide support as well as nourishment. And that’s where
the failure came in. The surface was weakened by all the rain. It was far to weak to support those
50 plus foot giants, except when they stood still.
God provides us a marvelous love that will nourish and sustain us, but sometimes we like to
spread out a think net to catch all that good stuff near the surface. And it is good, and it is all we
need to live. But then storms come. We need to dig deep in order to have a foundation that
cannot be shaken. Like those trees, we can survive even when we are toppled over. But like those
trees, we are not designed to live on the ground. Sink your roots deep into al that God offers and
enjoy the life lived reaching up.
Peace and Blessings!

Pastor Lee
We would like to wish a very Happy Birthday to everyone who has a birthday this month. We hope
we have all of the birthdays on the calendar. Please let us know if we’ve missed anyone.
**Additions, Corrections or Submissions to the newsletter can be sent to: news@wisconsindellsumc.org

