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Our Stewardship
Digital Donations
We recently changed our online giving partner to reduce our monthly costs but still give our congregation
and guests the chance to support our ministries with donations. Our new partner is Givelify and
we have donations for both churches in one place. Feel free to check out new giving page on our
website or use your phone to scan the little QR code in the bulletin that looks like this —>
You can make a one-time donation to either church,
third Sunday missions or something else you would like
to support. You can also set donations on a schedule to
make sure you don’t forget or for when you are on
vacation. We wish our bills would stop coming when
you’re away, but they don’t. In any case, the churches
thank you for your generous support and hope this tool
allows others to participate with you.
We hope this new giving system will be useful for you
and also for our guests.
Please do take a look and let us know if anything needs to be corrected or improved.

Thank You for Your Participation in Missions
This month, the 3rd Sunday mission offerings will be taken on June 17th. The Dells/Delton congregation is
collecting for Second Harvest this month. The Davis Corners congregation will be collecting for the
St. Clare Hospice house. Please support these worthwhile ministries with your additional offering as we
work together to bless and care for the communities around us and those much less fortunate.
Please continue to bring items for the Holy Cross and Dells/Delton United
Methodist combined pantry donations. This month we are collecting toilet paper
for the panty. Please be aware that the pantry is also looking for volunteers to
help them in their current need.
Be sure to check out the Dells/Delton and Davis Corners Facebook pages!
facebook.com/UMCdells or facebook.com/DavisCornersUMC

Denomination News
2018 annual conference reports posted
Reports of the main events and happenings from this year's annual conference sessions
around the connection have been posted online. An equal number of clergy and lay
members attend sessions for worship, fellowship, and to conduct business. Sessions
include reports of past and ongoing work; adoption of future goals, programs and budgets; ordination
of clergy as deacons and elders; and election of delegates to Jurisdictional and General Conferences (every
4 years). The bishop presides over these meetings.
These reports can be found at http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/2018-annual-conference-reports

CONNECT ANEW Resources Available
The General Board of Higher Education and Ministry (GBHEM) has updated and expanded the information
and resources available on gbhem.org/connectanew. The webpage features information about the work
the agency is undertaking to evolve as the leadership needs of the denomination change.

‘Agriculture is life’ for Liberian United Methodists
The Liberia Conference’s agricultural center in White Plains doesn’t look like much. About an hour outside
Monrovia, hundreds of acres of overgrown land surround buildings in various stages of ruin — roofs
missing, walls caving in. But the Rev. Joseph Theoway doesn’t see what’s there now; he sees what will be
there.
“Our vision is that by 2029 we’ll have an agriculture program
that will surpass pre-civil war levels, that will be instrumental in
generating income and empowering the conference as a whole,”
said the director of the conference’s United Methodist Rural and
Agricultural Development Program.
Theoway said there are two major components to the
conference program: Developing agriculture for commercial
farming to generate income for the support of pastors and the
conference, and outreach to congregations, districts and farmers
through training in farming methodology.
“Agriculture is life,” he said. “As the arm of the annual conference, we have to feed and empower people to
feed themselves. We have the resources around us; all we have to do is commit ourselves.”

"We are not built for ourselves, but for God. Not for service for God, but for God."

— Oswald Chambers

Other News
FOUNDATION STEWARDSHIP NEWS

SUMMER SCHEDULE CHANGE
If you did not notice on the front cover, we are changing the schedule slightly for
the summer months. Bible studies will be held Thursday morning at Dells-Delton
and Friday afternoon at Davis Corners. Office hours for the remainder of summer
will be Thursdays and Fridays. We will still be having our evening Bible study at
the end of the month and Pastor Lee is always available for you by phone or email.
As we move into fall we will be changing office hours from Friday to another
weekday. If you have a suggestion for the best times for office hours, please let
Pastor or a member of PPR know your thoughts. We hope you are blessed to enjoy the summer fun that the
Dells offers and that you have time to spend with family and friends enjoying all that nature has to display
by the had of our God.

"Could a mariner sit idle if he heard the drowning cry?
Could a doctor sit in comfort and just let his patients die?
Could a fireman sit idle, let men burn and give no hand?
Can you sit at ease in Zion with the world around you DAMNED?"
— Leonard Ravenhill

Congregational News
Dells-Delton Outreach
Outreach will not meet in July would like to remind everyone of the
events this summer and fall: cook out at Walmart on August 11th, the
annual Rummage Sale on October 5th, and Pancake Supper on
November 7th.
We would be grateful for any donations that you can save for the
rummage sale. Of course we will still need your help with all of these events.
—outreach committee

Alter Flowers and Hospitality at Dells-Delton
Holy Cross has invited us to help supply flowers for the altar on Sundays. If you
would like to honor a loved one, acknowledge a birthday, anniversary, special
occasion, or for no particular reason at all, there is a sign up sheet on the wall
above the desk in the lounge. There are also instruction sheets on how to go
about doing this.

Evening Bible Study at Dells-Delton
We are continuing the teaching and discussions we began during Lent once a
month at Dells-Delton. These studies are open to anyone who would like to
attend and learn a bit more about the early church. Be sure to join us for these
continuing studies and bring something if you wish. We will not be having a
dinner, only a snack or desert when someone feels led to bring one. We will
meet again on July 25th at 6:30pm to look at the church at Ephesus.

Dells-Delton UMW News
The UMW collected thirty health kits that given at the InGathering at the meeting for the Wisconsin
Annual Conference. Our church gave thirty of about 500 kits that were collected from all of the
churches in Wisconsin, so great job and thanks for your donations. Remember that the UMW is on
summer break until September, and our next meeting will be September 5th at 1pm.

"A baptism of holiness, a demonstration of godly living is the crying need of our day." — Duncan Campbell

Congregational News
Davis Corners UMW News
At our June meeting we continued planning our July Rummage Sale as well as the United Methodist
Women Sunday. Rose Fischer was the hostess with the mostess for our June meeting. Thank you Rose
for making those delicious strawberry shortcakes for us.
If anyone would still like to donate items for our Rummage Sale they can be brought to the church hall
starting Monday of July 2ndst thru Thursday, July 5th; from 9 a.m. to noon. Our Rummage Sale and
Sloppy Joe meal will be occurring on Friday and Saturday, July 6th and 7th from 8:00 a.m. til 3:00 p.m.
Our July meeting will be on July 2nd, 2018 at 1:00 p.m., at Rosa Haskett’s home. Hostess for this
meeting will be Rosa Haskett. If any women that would like to attend our monthly meetings please feel
free to do so. We can provide you dates, times, location and directions to the hostess’ home.
Until then God Bless
Bonnie J. Stratton

Davis Corners United Methodist Church Council Meeting
March 12, 2018
Members present: Donna DeFosse, Jolene and Bob Schuster, Helen Miotke, Diane Elderkin, Tim
Stratton, Jan Thompson, Liz Phillips, and Pastor Lee
Donna opened the meeting at 6:35. Pastor Lee led in prayer.
The secretary’s report of the last meeting was handed out and looked over. Jolene made a motion and
Jan second to approve the minutes. Passed
Treasurer’s report: Jan reports all the bills paid and all receipts deposited.
Financial secretary’s report: Diane reports $2392.64 as expenses for February. Jan will make the
payment to the Dells of $520. weekly.
Memorial secretary: Helen reports interest added to balance in the memorial account.
Pastor Lee reported going to clergy day. Annual conference will be on Fathers Day weekend.
Commi9ttee reports: nominations will be in July.

Congregational News
Davis Corners United Methodist Church Council Meeting (cont’d)
March 12, 2018
Worship committee should have a meeting in April
SPRC No meeting yet
Trustees: The holding tanks need to be checked. The parking lot was plowed 6 times. The spirea will be
pruned. The windows in the hall will be painted.
Audit: Is done
UMW: Donna read Bonnies notes from last meeting.
Hall: Jolene says Betty has asked for tables for her garage sale.
Communion: Nothing to report.
Old business: The parking lot will be resurfaced.
New business: Third Sunday offering: February is Community Action, March is Humane Society ,April is
Free Clinic, May is Camp American Legion, June is Salvation Army, July is St.Claire Hospice, August is
Community Action, September is Free Clinic, October is Faith In Action, November is Salvation Army,
and December is Mary House.
There was discussion on apportionments. We will pay 60% of the apportionments. That will be $140.
per month. Donna made a motion and Tim second to pay the $140. per month. Passed Jolene made a
motion and Diane second to accept all committee reports. Passed
The next meeting will be May 14, at 5:30 p.m. Diane made a motion and Jan second to adjourn. 8:05
p.m.
Respectfully submitted
Liz Phillips

Congregational News
Dells-Delton Council Meeting
April 8, 2018
Attending: Sue White, Dave Nelson, Pastor Lee, Anita Copper, Bob Spargo, Kathy Spargo
Minutes: Moved to accept by Anita, seconded by Sue. Passed.
Treasurers Report: Year to date income is up, along with more from Davis Corners. Identified gifts is
also up. Moved by Sue White to accept the report; seconded by Anita. Passed.
Old Business: Two giving solutions were looked at. Bob will set it up. Sue moved for Bob to go ahead
with the recommendation; Anita seconded it. Passed.
New Business: Sue stated the records in the office need to be straightened out, and that we can file
everything electronically. It was recommended we have four or five people to work on it. Anita and
Sue will set a date.
Outreach: The committee will put up a prayer box. The brat and bake sale will be Aug. 11 this year.
Once a month we will hold an open forum for the community to ask questions about Christianity.
Finance: Did not meet.
Building Corp: Did not meet. When they meet, they will discuss security systems and spring clean-up.
The fridge policy should be addressed, along with reminding the Episcopals they need to be out of the
sanctuary by 10:15. Dave has a pathway started on the grounds, based on the life of Jesus. He will
bring it up to the corp. board for approval.
Worship: Did not meet. People felt the soup supper was a good addition to Lent. Bible study will
continue once a month on Wed. nights, beginning April 25.
UMW: Iva still wants to be treasurer. Fliers have been sent out for the salad luncheon May 3. The
women will make kits to send to annual conference.
Pastors Report: Holy week was busy. Kathy Radcliff has volunteered to help with administrative work.
Pastor will start a Q & A session for the congregation, explaining the bishop’s proposal for annual
conference.
Next Meeting: May 20.
Respectfully submitted,
Kathy Spargo, sec.

NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
June is always an interesting month in our household: Michelle is done with school for the year, I
am completing coursework for my annual trip to Garrett seminary, and preparations for Annual
Conference are in full swing. This year, however, we decided to shake things up a bit. I did not
sign up for summer classes at Garrett and we took a long vacation week instead, prior to the start
of Annual Conference. For the first time in recent memory, the start of summer was less stressful.
I’m not saying there were not difficulties or surprises, and I’m definitely not saying the fishing
was great. We just had some relaxation mixed in with the normal stresses of June, and that was
thoroughly enjoyable. When we enter a busy season, we just seem to forget what quiet is like.
Annual Conference still had its challenges, but after a week of quiet, some of the machinations
were less wearisome. We did pass an aggressive three year capital campaign that is intended to
raise $2.92 million for new ministries, $2.48 million for mercy and justice ministries, and $1.15
million to revitalize current ministries. An additional $250,000 will be raised to pay for the
campaign. While many of the details are yet to be worked out, a number of the delegates are
hoping that this will spur us to reach out to our neighbors - and that would be a good thing.
As for my Course of Study work, that resumes in January. Because of Conference goals being
reworked, a number of courses were modified, added and removed from the program. So, rather
than being stuck at Garrett taking 1 class each of two weeks, I am taking the option to do the
schedule ‘odd-balls’ online this winter and next fall. So, I get a break this summer to do visits and
help plan some outreach events for the coming months.
And that brings us back to quiet time. There are a lot of institutional things we must do as the
church: both here at our congregational homes in Wisconsin Dells, and at the Annual and General
Conference levels. But in the quiet times we remember why we are doing what we are doing. Soe
we need the quiet time to remember who we are; and whose we are.
My hope is that you take some quiet time this summer. Maybe when we have the sweltering hot
days of summer or maybe on some of those stormy days that follow the heat. Whenever you can,
take some quiet time and seek God’s direction for you in this church. Both congregations have
many people to reach, so let’s find out who you and I are to reach, and how God wants it to happen
Peace and Blessings!

Pastor Lee
We would like to wish a very Happy Birthday to everyone who has a birthday this month. We hope
we have all of the birthdays on the calendar. Please let us know if we’ve missed anyone.
**Additions, Corrections or Submissions to the newsletter can be sent to: news@wisconsindellsumc.org

