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Our Stewardship
A Stewardship Note
We have handed out commitment cards at church and are asking all members to complete a card
and return it. We want to know what ministries we will be able to begin offering in the community
this year and what our financial picture will look like. Please let us know the time, talent and
treasure you are willing to commit to God’s work in the Dells area through the ministries in our
two churches. We have many tasks from doing to supporting ministry that need to happen. If you
are comfortable leading or teaching, calling or writing, generating ideas or financing them; we
need to be active in all these and need your help to make it happen.
You can fill out a card at church or online at serve.wisconsindellsumc.org or you can call the office
and we will find out from you what will work best.

Thank You for Your Participation in Missions
This month, the 3rd Sunday mission offerings will be taken on April 15th.
The Dells/Delton congregation is collecting for Chron’s Disease research
this month. The Davis Corners congregation is collecting for the St. Vincent
de Paul Free Clinic. Please support these worthwhile ministries with your
additional offering as we work together to bless and care for the
communities around us.
Please continue to bring items for the Holy Cross and Dells/Delton United Methodist combined
pantry donations. This month we are collecting laundry soap for the panty. Please be aware that
the pantry is also looking for volunteers to help them in their current need.
Be sure to check out the Dells/Delton and Davis Corners Facebook pages!
facebook.com/UMCdells or facebook.com/DavisCornersUMC

"God sends no one away empty except those who are full of themselves."
- Dwight Lyman Moody

Denomination News
2018 Annual Conference: Send in Award Nominations
Nominations for the following Annual Conference Awards are due April 15, 2018. Send your nominations
to the appropriate person via email with nominee’s name, church, and things she/he has accomplished to
be eligible for nomination. Any questions can be directed to Pastor Lee or Michele Virnig in Sun Prarie.
Harry Denman Award: Denman Awards are given to lay, clergy and youth who are nominated by United Methodists in
Wisconsin for their outstanding ministry in the area of evangelism
Love in Action: The Love in Action Award is presented by the Disaster Response Committee to recognize outstanding
commitment and passion to God’s mission through disaster response and relief.
Thelma W. Gregg Award:The Thelma W. Gregg Award is given to someone who has demonstrated Christian commitment
in tireless promotion of the missionary outreach of the Church. The award includes a financial gift to be designated to an
Advance project by the recipient.
Francis Asbury Award:The Francis Asbury Award is given to persons who have been instrumental in supporting,
strengthening, and promoting the church’s work in higher education ministries.
Lois C. Olsen “Ministry of Memory” Award: The Lois C Olsen Ministry of Memory Award is given to recognize and
encourage excellence in archival and historical work in our local churches and our Annual Conference.

Church Leadership Body Plans April Meeting
The Connectional Table, which acts as a coordinating body for The United Methodist
Church, will hold its next board meeting April 4-7 at the Wespath Benefits and
Investments office. The 64-member board will focus on a vision for a worldwide
church. The group also will hear an update on the Commission on a Way Forward.

Amid tumult of 1968, a church came together (from UMNS)
The year 1968 convulsed with assassinations, riots, war in Vietnam and student protests against that war.
The Troubles revved up in Northern Ireland, and Soviet tanks rolled into Czechoslovakia. At a time when
it seemed much of the world was violently splitting apart, a group of Wesleyan Christians peacefully and
joyfully were coming together.
On April 23, 1968, two bishops followed by two children, two youths, two adults, six ordained ministers,
two church officers and finally all 10,000 people present joined hands and repeated in unison:
“Lord of the church, we are united in thee, in thy church, and now in The United Methodist Church. Amen.”
With those words in a Dallas auditorium, the 750,000-member Evangelical United Brethren Church and
the 10.3 million-member Methodist Church became one church.

Other News
FOUNDATION STEWARDSHIP NEWS

Mauston UMC Invites You to Travel to the Ark
Mauston UMC is taking a leap of faith and putting together
a Trip to Creation Museum & Noah’s Ark in NW corner of
KY. We are opening up the trip to other people of faith in
the surrounding area. We can take up to 52 individuals,
but need 30 to make the trip a reality. Currently we have
26 from Mauston UMC interested.
Our deadline for meeting minimum number is April 16th.
We think it is very affordable trip with Diamond Tours.
$510/person includes lodging (double occupancy), 2 meals a day (Breakfast and supper),
Transportation, gratuity for driver, and fees for entrance to each of the places we will be visiting on
the 5 day/4 night event. August 20-24th, 2018 (Mon – Fri) The coach bus will depart from
Mauston UMC and return to same location. Parking is available for cars to stay during the trip that
week, no charge.

"Next to faith this is the highest art -- to be content with the calling in which God has placed you."
— Martin Luther

Other News
Scholarships Are Available
The Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation is pleased to announce that
scholarships are available to graduating high school seniors and current
undergraduate students attending vocational/technical, two-year, or four-year
higher education programs. Numerous scholarships are available for general
studies, as well as seminary and ministry careers.
Church Mutual is offering scholarships of $5,000 each for the 2018-2019 academic year. The
scholarship is for religious scholars to use towards the completion of their academic year. As part
of Church Mutual’s mission to Protect the Greater Good, they believe in helping our young, vibrant
religious leaders today to ensure strong faith-based communities of tomorrow. Applications will be
accepted until April 14, 2018. Please let the graduates in your life know about this scholarship.

Soulful Preaching
This course is designed for the layperson who feels led to share the word as a
layperson and for anyone who is called upon to preach in a pastor’s absence.
Areas of Study include: "The Business of Jesus: Stones, Sparrows, and Souls",
"The Business of Preaching is the Business of Jesus", "Bible Stories Preached",
and "Putting the Soul into the Soul Food." These classes will be held Saturdays:
April 7, 14, 21 and 28, 2018 from 9:00 a.m. to noon at Bethel United Methodist
Church, 1158 County Road W in Mineral Point, WI 53565. Contact your pastor for details.

Wisconsin Stones
We’d like stones gathered from around Wisconsin. If you could
gather one to three stones, include a brief note about their source,
and send them to the Conference Offices, we’ll get busy with the
construction phase.
The diameter of the stones can range from one inch to five inches. Source notations may be something
on the order of: Lake Michigan, beach in Algoma; Grandfather’s farm in Sauk County; ____ Creek near
____ UM Church, etc. The sources will be noted with each sculpture.

God, who foresaw your tribulation, has specially armed you to go through it, not without pain but without stain.
— C.S. Lewis

Congregational News
Dells-Delton Outreach
The Outreach committee will be meeting on April 4, 2018. Anyone with
any ideas to increase our church attendance, we would be glad to listen.
Contact any outreach member or the pastor.
We are having a Sunday where we invite a neighbor to church and then
have a potluck on April 22, 2018! Remember also our annual cook out
at Walmart on May 19 2018.
—outreach committee

Alter Flowers for Dells-Delton
Holy Cross has invited us to help supply flowers for the altar on Sundays. If you
would like to honor a loved one, acknowledge a birthday, anniversary, special
occasion, or for no particular reason at all, there is a sign up sheet on the wall
above the desk in the lounge. There are also instruction sheets on how to go
about doing this.

Congregational News
Dells-Delton UMW News
The UMW are coordinating the collection of health kits that will stay in Wisconsin for men ,women
and children. We are gathering the supplies and donations for these kits to bring them to Annual
Conference this June. We will be asking for donations because we are going to make ten of each for
our mission project. Remember the annual Salad Luncheon will be held on May 3rd. Someone
from the UMW will contact you and ask what you would like to donate for the salad luncheon. Our
next meeting will be held on April 4th at 12:30pm.

Evening Lenten Bible Study and Soup Suppers at Dells-Delton
Thank you to everyone who participated in and brought food for our soup
suppers this Lent. Our last meeting was March 28th and we decided that
we would continue these evening studies on the last Wednesday of the
month. Be sure to join us for these continuing studies and bring something
if you wish. We will not be having a dinner, only a snack or desert when
someone feels led to bring one. We meet again on April 25th at 6:30pm.

A Short Note from the Pastor
Welcome to Easter. We’ve made it through that season of waiting that we call Lent and now we
again celebrate the tomb that was empty. Christians are peculiar people. We celebrate things that
are not. Jesus is not dead. His body cannot be found. We do not get what we deserve. God does
not condemn those who look to Him for grace.
Traffic is picking up in the Dells and we’re starting to see a lot of license plates from other states. It
is time for us to think about what Jesus would have done in an environment like ours. I’m certain
He would have enjoyed it - we have beautiful places to rest and restore our souls. I’m also certain
He would have considered it one of the richest ministerial opportunities around.
Remember in this Easter season: we have a message that no one else has; a RISEN Savior. No other
religion or philosophy has anything even close. Oh, they all have hope, but not hope in a loving God
who comes to save and restore. They certainly do not have a God who satisfies His own justice by
paying the price Himself. We know the price of sin is unpayable. Most people will quickly know
that sin cannot be undone and paid for by us. But we have the offer of Christ - of life and hope.
Share your Easter present with your friends and neighbors. Answer their questions, or bring their
questions in for an answer and then carry the answer back. Jesus would have loved His disciples

Pastor Lee

to witness and minister in the Dells, so maybe we should go and do that. —

