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Our Stewardship
A Stewardship Note
We have handed out commitment cards at church and are asking all members to complete a card
and return it. We want to know what ministries we will be able to begin offering in the community
this year and what our financial picture will look like. Please let us know the time, talent and
treasure you are willing to commit to God’s work in the Dells area through the ministries in our
two churches. We have many tasks from doing to supporting ministry that need to happen. If you
are comfortable leading or teaching, calling or writing, generating ideas or financing them; we
need to be active in all these and need your help to make it happen.
You can fill out a card at church or online at serve.wisconsindellsumc.org or you can call the office
and we will find out from you what will work best.

Thank You for Your Participation in Missions
This month, the 3rd Sunday mission offerings will be taken on December
17th. The Davis Corners church is collecting for Mary House and the
Dells/Delton church is collecting for the Salvation Army this month.
Please support these worthwhile ministries with your additional offering
as we work together to bless and care for the communities around us.
Please continue to bring items for the Holy Cross and Dells/Delton United Methodist combined
pantry donations. This month we are collecting tooth brushes and tooth paste, and remember the pantry is also looking for volunteers.
Be sure to check out the Dells/Delton and Davis Corners Facebook pages!
facebook.com/UMCdells or facebook.com/DavisCornersUMC

"The safest road to hell is the gradual one---the gentle slope, soft underfoot,
without sudden turnings, without milestones, without signposts."
- C.S. Lewis

Denomination News
Bishops response to Way Forward ideas (excerpt from UMNS)
With the mission of God through the risen Christ at the core, the Council of Bishops (COB)
received an interim report from the Commission on a Way Forward that offered three sketches of
models that would help ease the impasse in the church, noting that the power of the Holy Spirit
trumps and guides all the church’s activities.
Just as the Commission did not express a preference for any of the models in its interim report to
the COB in order for the bishops to fully do their work, the COB is also not now expressing a
preference for any model, while engaging deeply with them and the implications for their church
and their leadership.
Here is the summary about the sketches of the models presented to the bishops:
·
·
·
·
·

One sketch of a model affirms the current Book of Discipline language and places a high value on accountability.
Another sketch of a model removes restrictive language and places a high value on contextualization. This sketch also
specifically protects the rights of those whose conscience will not allow them to perform same gender weddings or
ordain LGBTQ persons.
A third sketch of a model is grounded in a unified core that includes shared doctrine and services and one COB, while
also creating different branches that have clearly defined values such as accountability, contextualization and justice.
Each sketch represents values that are within the COB and across the church.
Each sketch includes gracious way of exit for those who feel called to exit from the denomination.

Living in gratitude (from UMNS / The Interpreter)
What might sound like a platitude can actually redirect one's life, say United Methodists who have
joined a quiet movement of people emphasizing gratitude in personal and community life.
Churches turn to the praises present in so many of the psalms to stress gratitude in worship.
Individual Christians keep gratitude journals. Clergy teach and preach the value of gratitude in a
confusing, sometimes less than soulful world.
"The whole idea is we give to God not out of obligation or guilt, but out of gratitude for all that
God has already done for us," says the Rev. Kent Millard, president of United Theological
Seminary. The Rev. Gail Joyner, pastor of First United Methodist Church in Staunton, Illinois,
agrees. "If everyone showed their gratefulness to others by passing that joyful feeling along,
negative attitudes would be the exception not the rule," she says.

"Being virtuous is no feat once temptation ceases."
- Arnold Glasow

Other News
FOUNDATION STEWARDSHIP NEWS

Upcoming SW District Events
SPR training will take place on Saturday, January 27, 2018 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. at Reedsburg
UMC located at 833 3rd St in Reedsburg and Sunday, January 28, 2018; 2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. at
Madison: Wellspring UMC located at 5702 S Hill Dr in Madison.
The Bishop’s Day Apart will be held Friday, March 2, 2018. The Laity Session will begin with
registration at 6:00 p.m. and the event will be 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. at Oregon: People’s UMC
located at 103 N Alpine Pkwy in Oregon.

"No matter how nice and refined and lovely you think you are,
you are a moral situation---you have been, you are, you will be.
And when God confronted you, God's justice confronted a moral situation
and found you unequal, found inequity, found iniquity." - A.W. Tozer

Congregational News
Christmas Eve Services
Christmas Eve falls on Sunday this year which means we will
have lots of services on December 24th. Please join us for our traditional services
the morning of the 24th at 9am in Davis Corners or at 10:45am in Dells-Delton.
Enjoy a break for lunch and then come back to celebrate our Christmas Eve service.
We will begin with a 3pm service at Dells-Delton and then have our final service in Davis Corners at
5pm. We hope we will see you for both our traditional Sunday morning service celebrating the
final week of Advent, and then our afternoon service celebrating the birth of Christ.

Davis Corners UMW News
Davis-Corners UMW. Since last month our activities have
slowed down a bit....... At our Thanksgiving Potluck we had
about 20-25 attendee's and plenty of food to go
around. Thank you to all who came out, enjoyed a great meal
and fellowship with one another. Our UMW will soon be
baking cookies in preparation for our annual cookie plates to
give to local shut-ins during this Christmas season. At the
Stratton household Tim has already mentioned cookie baking
and which ones he would like to make. Of course at the top of Tim's list is a Red Velvet Peppermint
drop cookie with frosting and peppermint sprinkles. One year Tim made a batch of these yummy
cookies and accidentally put in cinnamon instead of cocoa powder. Even with the simple mistake
of ingredients this new cookie turned out pretty good. And Tim learned the difference between
cinnamon and cocoa powder. In life we are to follow God's Word, but like in Tim's cookie recipe we
like to add our own ingredients and go astray. Isn't it awesome that God will forgive our mistakes
and make us into a "new" cookie that we could never have imagined. Happy cookie baking!
God Bless.
Bonnie.
Davis-Corners UMW President.

"It is no great thing to be humble when you are brought low;
but to be humble when you are praised is a great and rare attainment."
— Bernard of Clairvaux

Congregational News
Davis corners united Methodist Church council Meeting October 9, 2017
Members present: Donna DeFosse, Bob and Jolene Schuster, Pastor Lee, Helen Miotke, Tim Stratton,
Bonnie Stratton, Diane Elderkin, Jan Thompson, And Liz Phillips
Donna opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. Pastor Lee led in prayer.
The minutes of the last meeting were handed out and looked over. Tim made a motion and Bob second to
approve the minutes. Passed.
Finances: Treasurer reports all bills are paid and all receipts deposited. Diane went over the budget line
by line. Memorials continue to accrue a little interest.
Pastors report: Pastor had a good vacation. He reports going to the Clergy day meetings. Pastor answered
some of Tims questions about the book of discipline. At some point some of the churches may or may not
follow the book of discipline regarding gay marriage etc. pastor is making visits also.
Worship: Jolene had someone suggest we have cards for prayer requests and other concerns instead of
voicing them in church. Most feel it makes our members and friends feel more connected to each other
having these things voiced in Church.
SPRC: Jolene attended a meeting at Dells Delton.
Trustees: Bob says the parking lot cracks are filled. Bob is wondering if Ed will be able to plow snow this
winter. If not we may need to get someone else.
UMW: Bonnie handed out a report of the last meeting. The next meeting will be a potluck on Nov. 6.
Hall: Nothing to report
Communion: Jan says everything good.
Diane made a motion and Jolene second to approve all committee reports. Passed
Jolene made a motion and Tim second to approve the budget for 2018. Passed
Old business: None
New business: The local life and ministry worksheet was discussed. Pastor took notes to fill out the report.
Our next meeting will be November 13 at 6:30 p.m. Jolene made a motion and Helen second to adjourn.
Passed

Respectfully submitted
Liz Phillips

Congregational News
Dells-Delton Administrative Council Meeting
October 8, 2017
Dells-Delton Administrative Council meeting October 8, 2017
Present: Bob Spargo, Dave Nelson, Kathy Radcliff, Anita Copper, Pat Holton, Pastor Lee, Iva Marshall
Pastor Lee opened with prayer.
Previous minutes were reviewed. Motion by Anita to accept minutes, seconded by Kathy. Carried.
Treasurer’s Report: DC is currently behind on receipts but are expected to catch up. Expenses currently exceed
receipts by 16,000 year to date. Budget shortfall and giving was discussed at length. Motion by Kathy, second by
Anita, to accept Treasurer’s report. Motion carried.
OLD BUSINESS
Pastor to work on obtaining approvals for prayer box on Unity Dr. near Cty A from Corporation board and
city.
AED training had about 15 present. Training was good and raised interesting points.
Council discussed and completed “Review of Life and Ministry” form for charge conference.
NEW BUSINESS
Budget for 2018 was reviewed and discussed at length. Budget notes from Sue presented and discussed.
Motion to deny SPR request to increase organist pay by Kathy, second by Anita. Motion discussed; carried.
Budget discussed. Motion by Anita, second by Iva, to approve amended budget. Carried.
Garage sale this week, setup at noon on Thursday.
UMW met Wednesday to finalize service for today. November meeting may be at Oak Park in Baraboo to
accommodate Eva Newsom and Margaret McMillie.
Next meeting Nov 12th – 2nd Sunday
Motion to adjourn by Anita, second by Kathy. Motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,
Pastor Lee

NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
Another church year has ended and we begin the new year, as always, with Advent. I’ve always
wondered if the church year should begin at another time, but there is wisdom in using the birth of
Christ as the start of our year. After all, the world measures it’s calendar by Christ’s birth and His birth
should be more significant to us.
As we completed the last year and had our Charge Conference, we made some plans for this next year.
The Finance Committees of both churches have collected commitment cards from most of the
congregation so we can plan to use our resources well this year. I’m hoping that all of you that haven’t
completed a card will do so very soon so we can begin to prepare for our mission in 2018.
That first Advent, Christ stepped down from heaven to proclaim the beginning of a new program with
mankind. That offer of peace made some two thousand years ago still resonates with our hearts today.
In a world where we have precious little peace, especially when someone is much stronger than their
counterparts, it seems odd that God would make peace with us. But He does it to begin a new
relationship with us.
So we too now, as Christ’s church, begin a new season of relationship with our neighbors. Perhaps we
to can send that message of peace and favor from God to men so that others will be drawn to the God
who loves us, and whom we serve. Perhaps the gift that will be opened this Christmas will be our hearts
for those around us that need to meet Christ, so they can begin to live the life He offers them.
The first four weeks of December we will celebrate the foundation of all the promises we have in Christ.
We begin with the hope we have in a God who keeps His word and then celebrate the fact that He
chooses to make peace with us. We will celebrate the love that He shows to us in coming to us, and the
love He expects us to show one another. Christmas Eve day will be the final Sunday of Advent and we
celebrate the joy we have, because God is who He is.
In this season of Advent, I truly hope that you will begin to prepare your heart so that 2018 can be the
greatest year yet in your service to God. Remember that He has given each of us a task to accomplish
and the equipping needed to handle it well. Let’s all take a serious look at where we have gifts this
Christmas season, then open them up and use them for the glory of God and the building of His
kingdom, as we honor the birth of Jesus the Christ.
Peace and Blessings!

Pastor Lee
We would like to wish a very Happy Birthday to everyone who has a birthday this month. We hope
we have all of the birthdays on the calendar. Please let us know if we’ve missed anyone.
**Additions, Corrections or Submissions to the newsletter can be sent to: news@wisconsindellsumc.org

