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Our Stewardship
Digital Donations Are Available
If you visit our website, you will notice that both churches are now able to receive
donations online. Visit give.wisconsindellsumc.org to see the online giving options we
offer our congregation and guests. You can give one time or schedule recurring gifts to fit your
budget and insure your offerings make it to church when you cannot. Make sure you let our
visitors know there is even a QR code in the bulletin to allow them to give using only their phones!

Thank You for Your Participation in Missions
This month, the 3rd Sunday mission offerings will be taken on September 17th. The Davis Corners
church is collecting for Ronald McDonald house. The Dells/Delton church is collecting for Hospice
care. Please support these additional ministries with your additional offering as we work together
to bless and care for the communities around us.
Please continue to bring items for the Holy Cross and Dells/Delton United Methodist combined
pantry donations. This month we are collecting diapers and the pantry is also looking for
volunteers.
Be sure to check out the Dells-Delton and Davis Corners Facebook pages!

Annual Budgeting
Your Finance Committee will be meeting this month to prepare the budget for the coming year.
Please let us know if you have anything that should be include in the budget for 2018. Make sure
you talk with the Trustees if you see anything that needs to be addressed at our facilities and let us
know if there are any changes or improvements we should be making to worship or education.

Titus 3:5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness,

but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit.

Denomination News
UMCOR Response to Harvey
The United Methodist Committee on Relief has approved $10,000
emergency grants for both the Rio Texas and Texas Conferences, said
Mary Andreolli, director of communications for the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries.
United Methodists wishing to help can make donations directly through UMCOR’s Domestic
Disaster Response Advance #901670.

Church providing emergency health services after mudslide
The Sierra Leone Conference of The United Methodist Church is providing emergency health
services for people affected by the landslide and flooding that killed nearly 500 people. The
government’s Office of National Security estimates that about 3,000 lost their homes as a result of
the flooding and landslide. United Methodist Communications is collaborating with the Sierra
Leone Conference in sending out messages of pastoral assurance as well as health-related
information through a SMS texting network.
In collaboration with the Council of Churches in Sierra Leone, pastors will be on-site to address
the spiritual needs of the survivors. In addition, the council will be organizing a National Service
of remembrance and Thanksgiving at the scene of the landslide at 2 p.m. on Aug. 27. The Council
of Churches is distributing relief items to the people affected by the flood and landslide.

Future in Leadership Development
The General Board of Higher Education and Ministry (GBHEM) Board of Directors confirmed the
agency’s strategic direction toward a center for leadership formation and development at its
August board meeting. A special taskforce updated the agency’s mission and vision.
·
·

Mission: Build capacity for United Methodist lay and clergy leaders to discover, claim and flourish
in Christ’s calling in their lives, by creating connections and providing resources to aid in
recruitment, education, professional development and spiritual formation.
Vision: Generations of thriving, diverse and compassionate Christian leaders for The United
Methodist Church and the world.
Luke 12:34

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Conference News
Stewardship Reminders from UMF

BASIC LAY SERVANT CLASS
There will be a Basic Lay Servant class offered at Concordia UMC— 585 5th
St., Prairie du Sac, WI 53578. Classes will be held on Sundays, October 8, 15,
22, and 29, 2017 from 5:00-7:30 p.m. Pastor Doris Simpson will facilitate
this introduction to the lay servant ministries of speaking, caring and leading.
This course is open to anyone interested in becoming a Local Lay Servant.
To register or if you have questions, send an email to: pastor@concordiaumc.org or call
608.643.8822. Materials will be sent to you two weeks prior to the first class along with
homework to prepare for the first session. The registration fee is $25.00 and can be paid on the
first day of class. Checks can be made out to Concordia UMC.

Charge Conference Meeting
We will be having our annual church Charge Conference and potluck on Sunday,
October 29th following service at the Dells-Delton campus. Mark your calendars
and prepare to spend a noon meal with the members from both our
congregations as we plan for next year.
The meal begins about noon and the business will follow the potluck.
Please plan to join us for this gathering of both churches.

The church is not a dormitory for sleepers, it is an institution for workers;
it is not a rest camp, it is a front line trench. — Billy Sunday

Congregational News
DELLS-DELTON COUNCIL MEETING
July 9, 2017

Present: Iva, Bob, Anita, Sue, Pastor Lee, Pat, Dave

Pastor Lee opened the meeting with prayer.
Anita moved to approve the minutes. It was seconded and carried.
There was no treasurer's report given.

OLD BUSINESS:
Bob and Dave had some questions about the new Vanco system, on how to record the total given and how to record
administrative costs. People have the option of adding money to offset expenses when they donate using their credit card.
There will be no monthly fees from Vanco for 12 months, but there will be transactional fees. We received a check for $100
from the Wisconsin UM Foundation to help offset our marketing costs and transaction fees as we get this program started.
The Corporation Board met with Dan Gavinski and discussed selling the property the Ducks have been stored on. After the
survey was taken we all realized that the area was smaller than originally talked about. We are waiting for his offer to
purchase. We will have to hold a called congregational meeting to approve the purchase before it is formally accepted.
The Outreach Committee hand delivered the $400 check from their Bratwurst Sale at Wal-Mart and had a lovely day at Kids'
Ranch.
NEW BUSINESS:
A new AED machine has been purchased by the Corporation Board. It is highly suggested that a training period be given to the
congregation so that many will feel comfortable about using the device. We will set up a date later in September for Jeff
Culbertson of Baraboo to come and give us instructions, probably after church and combined with a potluck.
Pastor talked briefly about Annual Conference. There were no controversial items voted upon and the annual budget is the
same as last year.
Our next council meeting will be August 20.
A motion was made to adjourn, seconded and passed at 12:20.
Sue White, Secretary Pro Tem

NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
The health insurance we have as pastors is not known for being the best… at least in terms of costs.
While Michelle and I are happy to have health insurance, we miss the days when we didn’t see bills,
because the plans we were part of were really amazing. But times have changed, and so we adapt. We
set aside money for deductibles, coinsurance and all that; just like many others. And we follow the
rules: preauthorizations, annual screenings and health surveys. But one thing is new, we get incentives
to track our activity… walking counts!
Now some of you probably have been doing things like this, but it’s new to us. It’s not a lot of money,
$50 a quarter if you walk a lot… and I mean a hour a day walk plus any casual walking you do during the
day. The reality is that it’s good for me… I know it and the insurance company knows it. So they offer
me some of my money back (remember, they got it from me in the first place) if I do the right thing. The
sad thing is that without the incentive, I probably wouldn’t worry about getting in a daily walk.
I’m fairly active. I’m not is as good of shape as I was twenty years ago, but I guess round is still a shape.
Still, with wood cutting season coming, I will be lifting, carrying, splitting and throwing some good sized
logs around for the next six months. Putting the hay up in the barn is not a small job either.
Unfortunately those tasks are not the slow and steady progress I need to maintain my health. So now
I’ve got this incentive to do things well every day…. and both Michelle and I have made a game of it.
Part of staying healthy is being good stewards of our bodies; by paying attention to how we eat, drink
and exercise. The same is true for our faith, we need to pay attention to what we put into our faith and
how we exercise it if we want a strong a healthy faith. Jesus reminds us to be ready at all times because
He will return but no one will see it coming. To be ready, we need to do our daily walking.
So what’s the incentive? His pleasure or displeasure at our progress. Believe it or not, God has given us
all the spiritual muscle we need in the Spirit that has been placed in every believer. We just have to let
Him exercise us as we live out the plan God has for each of us. Fortunately for me, God knows me better
than my doctor or insurer - He has the plan that will make the most of my life. I just have to participate.
So, as summer winds down and we move into fall, let’s start planning for the future of our churches and
ourselves. We have work to make our congregations stronger and we have work to make ourselves
stronger, but that will only happen as we follow God’s plan and exercise daily.
Peace and Blessings!

Pastor Lee
We would like to wish a very Happy Birthday to everyone who has a birthday this month. We hope
we have all of the birthdays on the calendar. Please let us know if we’ve missed anyone.
**Additions, Corrections or Submissions to the newsletter can be sent to: news@wisconsindellsumc.org

